Zebra Class Newsletter
January 2016

Dear Parents,

This year is moving right along and it will be 2016 before we know it. We have had a lot of fun, and the kids
English proficiency is growing measurably. We will be having a reading contest this month for which you will
find more details in the reading section of the newsletter. Last month the kids learned about Christmas, and
other various holidays people in different parts of the world celebrate. | taught them a few popular holiday
songs that we sing in America, and explained a bit about different religions practiced in various parts of the
world. They learned about how time is kept in a bit more detail and the use of calendars and clocks, as well
as the importance of being punctual when meeting for various obligations. We worked a lot on phonics last
month, and will continue this into January because it is so important to obtaining fluency. For Science we
will be talking about mammals, as well as the seasons and weather. It's going to be an exciting month and
very busy.

Best regards,
Teacher John

Reading This month will be the school reading contest. It will be held on Friday, January 15. | think the
Zebra class should perform very well against the other K5 kids. The contest will consist of eight books, out of
eighteen books we have covered since the beginning of this year. The selection process will be random, so
the students will need to rely on their skills to be successful. Just memorizing the reading material will not
be possible.

January 4" - January 8" - "Me Too"

January 11" - January 15" - ‘Prepare for Reading Contest"

January 18" - January 22™ - "When | Get Bigger"

January 25" - January 29" - "I Just Forgot"

Core Material This month the kids will learn about "how plants grow." In addition we will talk about
the plot (events) of a story, as well as the sequencing of events in a story. There will be some review on
character identification, story setting, and main idea. Finally the last week of January we will review, and do
some testing to see how the students are progressing.

January 4" - January 8" - (workshop book, unit 3, week 2) "Watch It Grow"

January 11" - January 15" - (anthology book, unit 3, week 2) "The Big Yuca Plant"



January 18" - January 22™ - (anthology book, unit 3, week 2) "The Big Yuca Plant"
January 25" - January 29" - (Review, Assessment, and Spelling)

Math Last month we learned how to combine (add) various objects and quantities. This month we will be
learning how to subtract those same objects and quantities. In addition we will learn functional
correspondence as well as sets and there intersectional properties. There will also be some review of grids
and coordinates.

January 4™ - January 8" -"E5: PO1~5"

January 11" - January 15" - "E5: PO6~10"

January 18" - January 22™ - "E5: P11~14"

January 25" - January 29" - "E5: P15~18"

Physical Education This month we will continue discussions about healthy eating and our lifestyle
decisions. How fruits and vegetables can both taste great, and improve health. As well as the avoidance of
processed food, which can be detrimental to our health and performance. The tentative plan for PE
activities can be found below.

January 4" - January 8" - "Hoops"

January 11" - January 15" - "Nascar Races"

January 18" - January 22™ - "Go Around Obstacle Competition"

January 25" - January 29" - "Baton Battle vs Panda Class"

Thematic Activity Last month many of our activities centered around the Christmas holiday. This
month we will be focused on different themes.

January 4" - January 8" — New Year Garland

January 11" - January 15" - Scone

January 18" - January 22™ - Portrait

January 25" - January 29" - Biscuit

Science This month we will be discussing mammals and their habitats, as well as weather. We will be
talking about wind, clouds, rain, snow, and various storms.

January 4" - January 8™ - P10, 12~15

January 11" - January 15" - P16, 18~19

January 18" - January 22™ - P22, P23

January 25" - January 29" - €25, 26, 28~31

Songs and Movement

January 4th - January 8th - "When We Work Together"
January 11th - January 15th - "When We Work Together"
January 18th - January 22nd - "A Goat in a Boat"

January 25th - January 29th - "A Goat in a Boat"

Library/Storybook We will continue taking the kids to the school library where they have the
chance to select books that interest them. Last month | read a book about space and another about Greek
mythology.

Thank you as always for reading this newsletter and | hope you found it informative.

Very best regards,
Teacher John
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