Dragon Class Newsletter
May, 2016

Dear Parents,

I am into my fourth month now with the Dragons and am continually amazed at what a great group |
have. We have lots of varied personalities with their own characteristics. We have some loud
students who always want to shout out the answers while others are quieter but | can see them
watching and learning. Sometimes the quiet ones will surprise me when they call out an answer but
it shows me they are listening. Everyone has their own way to behave in life and as long as they are
interested in learning and happy to come to school that is the most important thing. We are trying
to develop well rounded boys and girls who can speak English well but also have good manners and
know how to behave in their daily life.

Recently | have been encouraging the Dragons to develop sentence structures rather than just one
word answers. For example, | ask “Have you brushed your teeth?” Instead of just answering “yes” |
encourage them to say “Yes, | have brushed my teeth”. Or “where is your school bag?” they say “my
school bag is outside” instead of just saying “outside”

May will see us practising our drama play so will spend a lot of time going through our lines and
learning the songs and dance moves. We have some new reading books such as ‘Pizza Party’, ‘Look
for the LORAX’, “Monster Math’ and ‘Gus makes a gift’. | am really trying to focus on developing
their reading skills rather than just remembering the words.

Please see below for a detailed schedule of May.

All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn

Reading

May will be an important month for our students, as we focus again on developing our reading skills.
May 2- May 6: Pizza Party

May 9 — May 13: Look for the LORAX

May 16- May 20: Monster Math

May 23- May 27: Gus Makes a Gift



Core Material

In core material we will revise the words learnt from our readings and learning about animals; these
words | will also encourage to be used in other contexts. Also, we will delve further on into the book
at times, as we have already done, learning about storms, weather and seasons, using the fun and
colourful stories. We will continue to study phonics.

May 2- May 6: Unit 8

May 9 —May 13: Unit 8

May 16- May 20: Unit 8

May 23- May 27: Unit 8

Maths
MPM will be put on hold this month so we can practise our drama play but | will continue to have
counting and shape matching activities.

Physical Education

This is an important area for all people. In our busy lives we all often forget to exercise and lam a
strong believer in “Healthy Body/Healthy Mind” so is vital for our younger generation to get lots of
exercise and fresh air. Not only does it benefit our bodies but also our social skills such as teamwork,
competition and fair play. Gross motor skills and can aid with our fine motor skills too so | try to
include activities such as relay races, follow the leader and co-ordination tasks which are fun and
engaging.

Thematic Activities

May’s thematic activities are based on international themes and will involve making something such
as a Mexican Sombrero hat and burritos. These activities focus on creativity, individuality and
gross/fine motor skills such as cutting, gluing and colouring. | think it is very important that the
students learn about their own heritage alongside the myriads of information they receive
elsewhere in lessons.

Song and Dance
We will be practising our songs and dances for the Drama play this month so they will be able to
show off their new skills in front of all the parents.

Library and Story-time

| will make the content of our reading sessions more eclectic, mixing factual, or historical books, with
more entertaining fiction. These sessions are rather like question and answer lessons, because | will
always get students to interact with me.

| hope you are all refreshed after your vacation and enjoyed your family time. If there are any issues,
please don’t hesitate to let either myself or the wonderfully helpful Teacher Jady know. We will be
happy to answer your questions.

All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn
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