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August / September Newsletter

Hello! And welcome back to the new semester. Frog Class are now K5 and in their final year. It’s
hard to believe the students have been at this school from K3 to K4 and now K5.

It's been a real privilege to witness their progress. When they first arrived at the school, communi-
cation was almost impossible. They couldn’t speak a word of English. Now it's amazing to hear
them chatting away to one another and reading by themselves.

Now they have reached K5 the workload will become more intense. Now they have a great English
foundation to build on. The focus will be on really pushing them to read and write, to understand
spelling rules, articulate speech, and use grammar correctly.

So let’s take a look at what is to come in the coming months.

Reading
We read the reading books several times every day. | am very strict when it comes to reading time.

Everyone sits down on the floor and we read together following the words with our fingers.

Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. | posi-
tively encourage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand.

After reading together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class so their pronunciation
can be checked and corrected if necessary. Sometimes during outdoor play | will give extra reading
practice and attention to those who need it.

August

Week 1 - Green, Green Garden - Little Critter and his family plant some vegetables. After lots of
watering, weeding, and waiting, they enjoy a delicious meal—all from their green, green garden.
Week 2 - Just Critters Who Care - When Little Critter finds out one of his neighbours is in need, he
and his friends rally together and volunteer their help. They soon learn community service is re-
warding . . . and fun! Who can the Critters help next?

Week 3 - Just Saving My Money - When Little Critter wants a new skateboard, Dad tells him that
he needs to save his own money to buy it! From feeding the dog to selling lemonade, Little Critter
learns the value of a dollar.

Week 4 - Just Helping My Dad - Little Critter is going to help his dad all day long! Things might not
always go as planned, but that doesn't stop Little Critter from trying his hardest!

September



Week 1 - Snowball Soup - What does a snowman like to eat? Snowball soup, of course! Join Little
Critter, Little Sister, and Dog as they make their new friend a tasty treat.

Week 2 - This is My Town - Little Critter shares what he knows about his neighbours and the places
to go in Critterville. Who delivers the mail? Where does Little Critter go to see a movie? Who
keeps everyone safe? Come explore the town with Little Critter and discover where everyone
works and plays!

Week 3 - Review

Week 4 - Going to the Firehouse - Whoosh! goes the water hose. Ooo! Eee! Ooo! goes the siren.
Ding! Ding! goes the fire alarm. Little Critter and his classmates are taking a trip to the firehouse!
Little Critter puts on his boots and jacket—now he's ready to help Fireman Joe. After checking the
hose and ladder, Little Critter is ready for a fireman's helmet of his own. Join Little Critter as he
learns to stop, drop, and roll with Fireman Joe!

Week 5 - Going to the Sea Park - Little Critter and his classmates go on a trip to the Sea Park! Join
them on their saltwater adventure as they learn about sea creatures big and small.

Core Material

The Core Material books this semester are very good with nice pictures and many useful words.
There are three books, a reading/writing Workshop workbook, a writing workbook and a Litera-
ture Anthology reading book.

August

Weeks 1 & 2 - Unit 2 Week 4 Workshop - ‘Let’s Help’. Phonics: th, sh, -ng. “Thump Thump Helps
Out’. Comprehension Skill: Character, Setting, Events. Writing and Grammar: Organisation / Prop-
er Nouns.

Weeks 3 & 4 - Unit 2 Week 4 Anthology - ‘Nell’s Books’ - A story about Nell and how she inspires
others to read.

September

Week 1 - Review and assessment.

Week 2 - Unit 2 Week 5 Workshop - ‘Follow the Map’. Phonics: ch, -tch, wh, ph. “‘Which Way on
the Map?’ Comprehension Skill: Main Topic and Key Details. Writing and Grammar: Ideas / Irregu-
lar / Plural nouns.

Week 3 - Review

Week 4 - Unit 2 Week 5 Workshop - ‘Follow the Map’. Phonics: ch, -tch, wh, ph. “‘Which Way on
the Map?’ Comprehension Skill: Main Topic and Key Details. Writing and Grammar: Ideas / Irregu-
lar / Plural nouns.

Week 5 - Unit 2 Week 5 Anthology - ‘Follow the Maps’ - learning about different kinds of maps.

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)
The new MPM math book is more advanced and builds upon the knowledge acquired from the
previous math books.

August
Week 1 -P1-P2 Week 2 — P3-P4 Week 3 — P5-P6 Week 4 — P7-P8
September

Week 1 -P9-P10 Week 2 -P11-P12  Week 3-P13-P14  Week 4 - P15-P16
Week 5 -P17-P18

Science

This is a new subject that is exclusive to K5 classes only. Just one short class per week. It’s a chance
for the kids to learn something new and interesting. We usually conduct some sort of experiment
or study something from nature.



The students also read from their new science books.

August

Week 1 - A3 (All About Living Things) + Vocabulary (senses, living things, non-living things), Pages
4, 6~9 (Senses).

Week 2 - Pages 10, 12, 13, 16~19 (Living and Non-living Things).

Week 3 - Pages 20, 22~29 (A Look at Plants).

Week 4 - Pages 26, 28~29 (Plants Have Parts).

September

Week 1 - A30, 32~33, 34, 36~37 (Roots, Stems, Leaves).

Week 2 - Pages 44, 46~49 (Plants Grow And Change).

Week 3 - Pages 52, 53 (Review).

Week 4 - B3 (A Look At Animals) + Vocabulary (Shelter, Mammals, Lungs, Gills, Amphibians, Rep-
tiles, Insects, Hatch, Tadpoles), Pages 4, 6-9.

Week 5 - B3 (A Look At Animals) + Vocabulary (Shelter, Mammals, Lungs, Gills, Amphibians, Rep-
tiles, Insects, Hatch, Tadpoles), Pages 4, 6-9.

Song and Dance

We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote confidence.
Song & dance is also a great way to wake the kids up in the mornings and get them ready & ener-
gised for the days lessons.

August

Weeks 1 & 2 - | Have a Car.

Weeks 3 & 4 - The Ants Go Marching.

September

Weeks 1-3 - YMCA.

Weeks 4 - 5 - You Are My Sunshine.

Thematic Activities

Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a country or festival.

Thematic studies lessons are once week and last for one month on the same subject.
The kids get to learn about other cultures, countries and events from all over the world.
August - Aero-Science Month.

September - Chinese Culture Month.

Library
Once a week the class will visit the library to read a storybook. This is a popular lesson with the

kids because they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story.

The class will sit and listen to the teacher, enjoying looking at the pictures in the book as the story
is read to them.

They also have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by them-
selves or with mummy & daddy.

Outdoor Play & Small Group Speaking Training

This is a great opportunity to interact with the kids and discuss general topics and conversation
with them. We can talk about a variety of topics that are of interest to the kids such as games, car-
toons, sports and also use this time to practice some of the topics we have been learning in les-
sons.




| can’ wait to get started with the new semester. The students will really enjoy another year of
learning in English. We will have the parent / teachers conference towards the end of August. |
look forward to seeing you then where we can discuss the curriculum in more detail and also the
progress of your child.

See you soon.
Teacher Rich.
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Teacher Rich.



