Dragon Class Newsletter
August & September, 2016

Dear Parents,

So, a new semester is upon us as our Dragons move into K4. | hope everyone had a nice Summer
Vacation and the boys and girls come back refreshed and ready for a new challenge.

This semester will see us step up a level with our reading and writing activities becoming more
advanced. The Dragons are starting to grow up now so need to make sure their behaviour reflects the fact
that they are a ‘big class’ now and no longer a ‘baby class’. This involves sitting still and paying attention
during class and doing the simple things like lining up and eating their food in the required time. We will be
a lot busier this year so we won’t have time to waste.

We have some new class this semester such as writing, phonics and workbook activities.

We will continue to develop our Dragons into boys and girls with good manners who help and look
after their classmates.

Please see below for a detailed schedule of August and September.

All the Best,

Teacher Eamonn

Reading

Our reading books will step up a level with longer sentences and more difficult words so the Dragons really
have to focus on their reading skills as they have a tendency to look at me or look around them. A few just
repeat the words rather than actually pointing at the words and reading.

August

Week 1- One Snowy Day

Week 2- Dragon Egg

Week 3- Mud!

Week 4- What is that? Said the Cat

September

Week 1- Lunch Box Surprise

Week 2- Biscuit Finds a Friend

Week 3- Review

Week 4- Biscuit Goes Camping

Week 5- A Bug, A Bear, and a Boy

Core Material



In core material we will revise the words learnt from our reading; these words | will also encourage to be
used in other contexts. Also, we will delve further into the book at times, as we have already done,
learning about storms, weather and seasons, using the fun and colourful stories. We will continue to study
phonics but this will be taken to a higher level with more complex blends so we can develop their reading
skills. This month we will focus on ‘short a’.

August

Week 1- Unit 1 Week 1 Workshop

Week 2- Unit 1 Week 1 Workshop

Week 3- Unit 1 Week 1 Anthology

Week 4- Unit 1 Week 1 Anthology

September

Week 1- Review + Assessment + Spelling

Week 2- Unit 1 Week 2 Workshop

Week 3- Unit 1 Week 2 Workshop

Week 4- Unit 1 Week 2 Anthology

Week 5- Unit 1 Week 2 Anthology

Maths
We will continue to develop their understanding of shapes, numbers and conceptions. This is all a positive
and gradual honing of mathematical skills.

August

Week 1- C1:P1-5 Week 2- C1:P6-10 Week 3- C1:P11-14 Week 4- C1:P15-18
September

Week 1- C2:P1-5 Week 2- Review Week 3- C2:P6-10 Week 4- C2:P11-15

Week 5- C2:P15-18

Physical Education

This is an important area for all people. In our busy lives we all often forget to exercise and | am a strong
believer in “Healthy Body/Healthy Mind” so is vital for our younger generation to get lots of exercise and
fresh air. Not only does it benefit our bodies but also our social skills such as teamwork, competition and
fair play. Gross motor skills and can aid with our fine motor skills too so | try to include activities such as
relay races, follow the leader and co-ordination tasks which are fun and engaging.

Thematic Activities

This month’s activity is about space. The activities will be fun and educational. These activities focus on
creativity, individuality and gross/fine motor skills such as cutting, gluing and colouring. | think it is very
important that the students learn about their own heritage alongside the myriads of information they
receive elsewhere in lessons.

The activity for September is about Moon Festival. The activities will be fun and educational. These
activities focus on creativity, individuality and gross/fine motor skills such as cutting, gluing and colouring. |
think it is very important that the students learn about their own heritage alongside the myriads of
information they receive elsewhere in lessons.

Song and Dance

We will have some new songs to learn this month which are fun and educational. As usually there will be
new words and actions to learn to get the children moving and shake off the morning sleepiness!!
August

Week 1- Say Hello

Week 2- Say Hello

Week 3- Say Hello

Week 4- Down by the river

September

Week 1- Down by the river

Week 2- Hickory, Dickory Duck



Week 3- Hickory, Dickory Duck
Week 4- Hokey, Pokey
Week 5- Hokey, Pokey

Library and Story-time

| will make the content of our reading sessions more eclectic, mixing factual, or historical books, with more
entertaining fiction. These sessions are rather like question and answer lessons, because | will always get
students to interact with me.

If there are any questions please don’t hesitate to let either myself or the wonderfully helpful Teacher Jady
know. We will be happy to answer your questions.

All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn
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