Giraffe Class Newsletter
August and September of 2016

Dear parents,

My name is Tim and | will be the foreign teacher this year for "Giraffe Class." This year we will be trying
something a bit different and incorporating more technology into the class. The students will be spending
some of their time on computers, integrating their learning with the increased demands of our high tech
world. The beginning of the week will be focused on reading the unit together and discussing the

story. Then we will work on pronunciation, comprehension, and vocabulary through the rest of the week
until Friday. On Friday, the students will have a short review and then will be given an exam over the unit
material. Below will be our schedule for the next 8 weeks. Thank you, and if you have any further
guestions you can email me or teacher Sonia.

Best regards,
Teacher Tim

Reading

August

Week 1° Unit 4, Week 1 (Animal Features) "A Tale of a Tail," Phonics: Long a, Comprehension skill: Sequence,
Writing and Grammar: Word Choice/ Was and Were

Week 2° Unit 4, Week 1 (Animal Features) "A Tale of a Tail," Phonics: Long a, Comprehension skill: Sequence,
Writing and Grammar: Word Choice/ Was and Were

Week 3’ Unit 4, Week 1 (Animal Features) "How Bat Got Its Wings," Phonics: Long a, Comprehension skill:
Sequence, Writing and Grammar: Word Choice/ Was and Were

Week 4° Unit 4, Week 1 (Animal Features) "Bats! Bats! Bats! ," Phonics: Long a, Comprehension skill:
Sequence, Writing and Grammar: Word Choice/ Was and Were

September

Week 1: Unit 4, Week 2 (Animals Together) "A Team of Fish," Phonics: Long e, Comprehension skill: Main
Idea and Key Details, Writing and Grammar: Organization/ Has and Have

Week 2: Unit 4, Week 2 (Animals Together) "A Team of Fish," Phonics: Long e, Comprehension skill: Main
Idea and Key Details, Writing and Grammar: Organization/ Has and Have

Week 3: Review

Week 4: Unit 4, Week 2 (Animals Together) "Animal Teams," Phonics: Long e, Comprehension skill: Main



Idea and Key Details, Writing and Grammar: Organization/ Has and Have
Week 5: Unit 4, Week 2 (Animals Together) "Busy As a Bee," Phonics: Long e, Comprehension skill: Main
Idea and Key Details, Writing and Grammar: Organization/ Has and Have

Phonics

Each lesson begins with interactive activities on the students’ devices. One or more activities may be done
each day. This is followed by writing or reading exercise and concluded with a review of pronunciation. A
further review of spelling and practicing sentence building is also done. An emphasis is on saying the words
correctly and knowing how to use them in context as sentences.

August

Week 1: Unit 4 Week 1 (Phonics [Long a: a, ai, ay] + Level Reader (A Fox Tail)

Week 2’ Unit 4 Week 1 (Phonics [Long a: a, ai, ay] + Level Reader (A Fox Tail)

Week 3’ Unit 4 Week 1 (Phonics [Long a: a, ai, ay] + Level Reader (A Fox Tail)

Week 4 Unit 4 Week 1 (Phonics [Long a: a, ai, ay] + Level Reader (A Fox Tail)

September

Week 1: Unit 4 Week 2 (Phonics [Long e: e, ee, ea, ie] + Level Reader (Ants Can Help)

Week 2: Unit 4 Week 2 (Phonics [Long e: e, ee, ea, ie] + Level Reader (Ants Can Help)

Week 3: Review

Week 4: Unit 4 Week 2 (Phonics [Long e: e, ee, ea, ie] + Level Reader (Ants Can Help)

Week 5: Unit 4 Week 2 (Phonics [Long e: e, ee, ea, ie] + Level Reader (Ants Can Help)

Grammar

August

Week 1: Was and Were. The verbs was and were tell about the past. Was tells about one person, place, or
thing. Were tells about more than one person, place, or thing.

Week 2: Was and Were. The verbs was and were tell about the past. Was tells about one person, place, or
thing. Were tells about more than one person, place, or thing.

Week 3: Wasn’t, he’s, let’s. A contraction is a short way of saying and writing two words.

Week 4: Was and Were. Use was to tell about one. Use were to tell about more than one.

September

Week 1: Has and Have. The verbs has and have mean “to own something.”

Week 2:Has and Have. The verbs has and have mean “to own something.”

Week 3: Review

Week 4: Has and Have. Use the verb has to tell about one person, place, or thing. Use the verb have to tell
about more than one person, place, or thing and | or you.

Week 5: Has and Have. Use the verb has to tell about one person, place, or thing. Use the verb have to tell
about more than one person, place, or thing and | or you.

Composition
Composition class is a great opportunity for the children to put to use what they have learnt in other classes

such as grammar and reading. The children are required to write a story every 4 weeks with the first week
focused on gathering ideas, the second week writing the first draft of their story and the third and final
week for writing their final draft. The children are becoming accustomed to structuring their stories with a
beginning, middle and an end, and their best stories are chosen for them to memorize and recite in the end
of term speech contest.

August

Week 1~4: A Letter to Grandpa

September

Week 1~5: Personal narrative: Trip to the zoo.
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