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Grade 2 ESL Newsletter
August and September, 2016

Dear Parents,

It is with great pleasure that | begin ESL classes at the Marshall School, especially as we will be using
new interactive computer technology which will allow the children to test their skills as | teach them; this
will also be invaluable when the children are alone, as they will be able to access the teaching website we
use and revise the lessons, thus also bestowing some independence upon them. The lessons themselves
will consist of set texts which will be read by all students, and key words contained therein will be repeated
in order to enhance vocabulary and pronunciation skills. In addition, there will be an essential question
session connected with each lesson, giving the students the chance to discuss their understanding of
concepts and the format in which to use the new words they learn. For each lesson there will be many
essential questions, and | will make sure | choose all the students to try to answer them.

Please see below for a detailed schedule of the teaching for August and September. | think it will
be a very thorough and fun experience for all students, as well as myself!

Many Thanks,

Mat

Reading

August

Week 1: Unit 1, Week 1: Friends Help Friends and ‘Little Flap Learns to Fly.’

Essential Question: How do friends depend on each other? Discuss a time when you depended on your
friends.

Concepts: students will learn about the difference between genre and fantasy.

Week 2: Unit 1, Week 1: Friends Help Friends and ‘Little Flap Learns to Fly.’

Essential Question: How do friends depend on each other? Discuss a time when you depended on your
friends.

Concepts: students will learn about the difference between genre and fantasy.

Week 3: Unit 1, Week 1: Help! A Story of Friendship and ‘Crayons.’

Essential Question: How do friends depend on each other? Discuss a time when you depended on your
friends.

Concepts: students will learn about the difference between genre and fantasy.

Week 4: Unit 1, Week 1: Help! A Story of Friendship and ‘Crayons.’

Essential Question: How do friends depend on each other? Discuss a time when you depended on your
friends.



Concepts: students will learn about the difference between genre and fantasy.

September

Week 1: Unit 1, Week 2: Pets are Our Friends and ‘Finding Cal.’

Set text: ‘Finding Cal.’

Essential question: How can a pet be an important friend?

Concepts: students will learn vocabulary that will apply more to characteristics; this will enhance the
concept of something, be it a pet or person, having character.

Week 2: Unit 1, Week 2: Pets are Our Friends and ‘Finding Cal.’

Set text: ‘Finding Cal.’

Essential question: How can a pet be an important friend?

Concepts: students will learn vocabulary that will apply more to characteristics; this will enhance the
concept of something, be it a pet or person, having character.

Week 3: Review

Week 4: Unit 1, Week 2: Animals Need Our Care and ‘Taking Care of Pepper.’

Set text: ‘Taking Care of Pepper.’

Essential Question: How do we care for animals?

Concepts: in the set text there will be information which chronologically relates how a horse is taken care
of; this will teach the students the concept of a chronological process that is strictly related to timekeeping.
Week 5: Unit 1, Week 2: Animals Need Our Care and ‘Taking Care of Pepper.’

Set text: ‘Taking Care of Pepper.’

Essential Question: How do we care for animals?

Concepts: in the set text there will be information which chronologically relates how a horse is taken care
of; this will teach the students the concept of a chronological process that is strictly related to timekeeping.

Phonics

Dear Parents,

In this letter, you will find the detailed schedule for August and September, in a way that you would
also be able to accompany your child towards success.

| assure you that | will do everything | can to guide your child through the curriculum of this year
and to give him or her the passion of learning.

Best regards,

Teacher Alex

August
Week 1: Unit 1 Week 1 (Short «a» and «i» sound and spelling)

Week 2: Unit 1 Week 1 (Short «a» and «i» sound and spelling)

Week 3: Unit 1 Week 1 (Short «a» and «i» sound and spelling, listening comprehension)
Week 4: Unit 1 Week 1 (Short «a» and «i» sound and spelling, listening comprehension)
September

Week 1: Unit 1 Week 2 (Short «e», «o», «u» sound and spelling)

Week 2: Unit 1 Week 2 (Short «e», «o», «u» sound and spelling)

Week 3: Review

Week 4: Unit 1 Week 2 (Short «e», «o», «u» sound and spelling, listening comprehension)
Week 5: Unit 1 Week 2 (Short «e», «o», «u» sound and spelling, listening comprehension)

Grammar
| will be Bear Class grammar teacher this semester, so far they seem like a good class and a lot of the
students have a pretty good understanding of basic English Grammar.

In August and September we will be looking at different kinds of sentences, how to construct them and
what punctuation they need.



August
Week 1: Sentences vs Statements

Week 2: Questions vs Statements
Week 3: Sentences vs Questions
Week 4: Commands

September

Week 1: Exclamations

Week 2: Commands vs Exclamations
Week 3: Review

Week 4: Subjects in sentences.
Week 5: Letter Writing

Composition

Dear Parents,

This is my first month with the Bear class so | am slowly starting to learn their personalities and
characteristics. | try to create a relaxed atmosphere in my class where the students feel happy and
confident to contribute answers and ideas. | encourage creativity to write freely about the topic. They can
be silly or a little bit crazy as long as they are being respectful and are using the correct grammar and target
language. | encourage creativity as it shows a good understanding of the English language if they can think
for themselves and not just reproduce the teacher’s ideas.

In the composition class | use a ‘mind map’ system for brainstorming where the students
suggestion ideas for areas to write about and they throw ideas at me to write up on the whiteboard. We
discuss these ideas and then they create sentences to make their composition writing.

If you have any questions then please feel free to ask me. Well done so far!

Please see below for a detailed schedule of August & September.

August
Week 1: Unit 1 Week 1 My Favourite Sport

Week 2: Unit 1 Week 1 My Favourite Sport
Week 3: Unit 1 Week 1 My Favourite Sport
Week 4: Unit 1 Week 1 My Favourite Sport
September

Week 1: Unit 1 Week 1 A Special Day | Had
Week 2: Unit 1 Week 1 A Special Day | Had
Week 3: Review

Week 4: Unit 1 Week 1 A Special Day | Had
Week 5: Unit 1 Week 1 A Special Day | Had

All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn
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Best regards,

Teacher Alex
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All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn



