Whale Class
2016 October Newsletter

Dear Whale Class Parents,

Whale class has finished the first two months getting used to the class and daily routines. We have
covered the alphabet and learned common classroom English terms and actions. In addition,
Whale class has become familiar with colors, shapes, classroom objects, food, and some extra
terms.

With the reading books we have covered so far this semester, class activities have included
listening and repeating, group reading, reading individual pages to the class, identifying mistakes
made when reading out the sentences, giving missing words not read from the sentences, and
one-on-one review with the teacher. Although the reading book is for one week, there may be
occasions where it is kept at school to review further if needed. The main vocabulary from the
reading book is also reviewed separately.

The core material book has been reviewed by group and individual practice. The main focus has
been learning the sounds of the letters and memorizing associated words. This book has also been
used for conversation and to introduce new words of interest to the class. The math has been
going very smoothly for most of the class as we go more into counting numbers and matching
shapes and colors of pictures or objects. We have also covered tracing the numbers 1 to 10 and
improving number sight recognition.

As for writing and other paper-based activities, we have also been going through a workbook to
learn about and practice basic concepts like capital and lowercase letter matching, circling similar
pictures, circling pictures with the same beginning sound, tracing out paths in mazes, and trying to
write the letter M to check existing ability. We will be using the actual book instead of copies as
everyone gets used to good writing habits.

The following pages detail the October schedule by subject.

Sincerely,
Bill Kissinger

READING
A reading story book is given every Monday and will usually be taken home on Friday. If the
reading book is more difficult, it may be kept at school for further review. Reading will also be



done in the core material book. Reading will be first taught as a class followed by individual review
to check ability.

WEEK 1 <10/3 - 10/7> Reading Book — Look / Core Book (Unit 1) - | Can, Can I?

WEEK 2 <10/10 - 10/14> Reading Book - We Like To Play /Core Book - We Can, | Can, We Can
WEEK 3 <10/17 - 10/21> Reading Book - | Like Bugs / Core Book (Unit 1) - Sam Can See, | Can See
WEEK 4 <10/24 - 10/28> Reading Book - Cat Traps / Core Book (Unit 1) - Review

PHONICS

Phonics activities are based off of a set of sounds given in each lesson of the core material book.
The sounds will be spoken out loud and together as a class. Recognition of the sounds written
down will be practiced later.

WEEK 1 <10/3 - 10/7> Core Book (Unit 1) - Mm

WEEK 2 <10/10 - 10/14> Core Book (Unit 1) - Aa

WEEK 3 <10/17 - 10/21> Core Book (Unit 1) - Ss

WEEK 4 <10/24 - 10/28> Core Book (Unit 1) - Review

VOCABULARY

Vocabulary will be given for each unit of the core material book along with vocabulary from the
reading book. In addition, extra vocabulary will be learned from conversation and classroom
actions.

WEEK 1 <10/3 - 10/7>

Reading Book (Look) - Look, Tub, Garden, Truck, Dogs, Water, Mud, Sand

Core Book (Unit 1) - The, Mitt, Mop, Drum, Marbles, Broom, Map, Chair, Me

WEEK 2 <10/10 - 10/14>

Reading Book (We Like To Play) - Like, Draw, Dig, Pull, Push, Pour, Paint

Core Book (Unit 1) - We, Walk, Hop, Climb, Run, Hug, Swim, Fly, Run,

WEEK 3 <10/17 - 10/21>

Reading Book (I Like Bugs) - Bugs, Black, Green, Run, Bad, Mean, Grass, Glass

Core Book (Unit 1) - See, Bird, Apple, Touch, Smell, Hear, Taste

WEEK 4 <10/24 - 10/28>

Reading Book (Cat Traps) - Trap, Snack, Pig, Fish, Frog, Duck, Meow

Core Book (Unit 1) - Review

WRITING

Writing will be done using a handwriting workbook. Penmanship will be the main focus rather
than speed.

WEEK 1 <10/3 - 10/7> Handwriting Workbook - Mm

WEEK 2 <10/10 - 10/14> Handwriting Workbook - Aa

WEEK 3 <10/17 - 10/21> Handwriting Workbook - Ss

WEEK 4 <10/24 - 10/28> Handwriting Workbook - Review

MATH

The material for math will use individual materials and workbooks. Each student will have their
own box of items to use for problem solving and other activities.

WEEK 1 <10/3 - 10/7> Math Workbook (C3) - Counting Objects

WEEK 2 <10/10 - 10/14> Math Workbook (C3) - Combinations

WEEK 3 <10/17 - 10/21> Math Workbook (C3) - Combinations

WEEK 4 <10/24 - 10/28> Math Workbook (C3) - Spatial Recognition

SONGS
The class will sing songs together in the morning before breakfast. Dancing and other movement
will also be done with this.



WEEK 1 <10/3 - 10/7> Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed
WEEK 2 <10/10 - 10/14> Polly And Paul Play The Piano
WEEK 3 <10/17 - 10/21> Polly And Paul Play The Piano
WEEK 4 <10/24 - 10/28> The Wheels On The Bus

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical education will be done once a week outside. Activities will be done as a class and will
involve as much movement as possible.

WEEK 1 <10/3 - 10/7> Soccer Kick

WEEK 2 <10/10 - 10/14> Push Relays

WEEK 3 <10/17 - 10/21> Basketball Hoops

WEEK 4 <10/24 - 10/28> Running Races

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Other periods on the schedule will be used for outdoor play, thematic art activities, and library
time.
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