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December was another very busy month thanks in part to the Christmas show and Christmas activities. The
kids had a great time decorating the classroom with Christmas decorations. The Christmas show was great
fun too. All the got to meet Santa and show everyone the music and dancing

performances.

January will be mainly dedicated to practicing for the upcoming reading contest. | have chosen eight of
their previous reading books for them to review. Most of Januarys schedule allows plenty of practice time
for them to review the books they read thought the semester. So let’s take a look at what’s to come in Jan-
uary...

Reading
We read the reading books several times every day. | am very strict when it comes to reading time. Every-

one sits down on the floor and we read together following the words with our fingers.

Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. | positively en-
courage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand.

After reading together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class so their pronunciation can be
checked and corrected if necessary. Sometimes
during outdoor play | will give extra reading practice and attention to those who need it.

® Week 1 - IJust Forgot - Sometimes Little Critter has a trouble remembering things, but then again who
doesn’t? In this super-charming picture book, Little Critter struggles to remember what to do each
day.

® Week 2 - When | Get Bigger - Little Critter dreams of the day when he will be big enough to go to first
grade, dial phone numbers by himself, camp out in the backyard, or walk to the corner store.

® Week 3 - Prepare for reading contest.

® Week 4 - Review.

Core Material

The Core Material books this semester are very good with nice pictures and many useful words. There are
three books, a reading/writing Workshop workbook, a writing workbook and a Literature Anthology read-
ing book.

® Weeks 1 and 2 - Unit 3 Week 2 Anthology - ‘The Big Yuca Plant’ This story is written in script form.
First we are introduced to the characters. This is a fun story that teaches the students to value each
member of the team , no matter how small they are.

® Week 3 - Review + Assessment + Spelling.

® Week 4 - Review.



MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The new MPM math book is more advanced and builds upon the knowledge acquired from the previous

math books.

® Week1-Book 5 P6-10 Take away, subtraction, part and whole subtraction, sorting and counting,
practice writing numbers, functional correspondence, shapes correspondence, region to region corre-
spondence, addition.

® Week 2 - Book 5 P11-14 - Second-order functional correspondence, shapes/colour correspondence,
practice left and right position, common properties of set numbers, sorting and counting intersecting
sets, practice writing numbers.

® Week 3 - Book 5 P15-18 - Quantity comparison, functional correspondence, common properties of set
members, Intersecting sets, sorting and counting.

® Week 4 - Cath up and Review.

Science

This is a new subject that is exclusive to K5 classes only. Just one short class per week. Its a chance for the
kids to learn something new and interesting. We usually conduct some sort of experiment or study some-
thing from nature.

The students also read from their new science books.

® Week1-P16 - 19 What Are Birds, Fish, Amphibians, Reptiles, and Insects?

Week 2 - P22 - 23 How Do Some Animals Grow and Change?

Week 3 - P25 - 31 How Does A Frog Grow and Change? What Is A Shelter?

Week 4 -Catch up and Review.

Song and Dance
We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote confidence.

Song & dance is also a great way to wake the kids up in the mornings and get them ready & energized for
the days lessons.

® Weeks 1 and 2 - When We Work Together.

® Weeks 3 and 4 - A Goat In A Boat.

Thematic Activities

Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a country or festival. Thematic studies lessons are
once week and last for one month on the same subject. The kids get to learn about other cultures, coun-
tries and events from all over the world.

® Week 1—- New Year Banner

® Week 2 — Chinese New Year Decoration

® Week 3 — Chinese New Year Decoration

® Week4 - Winter

Library
Once a week the class will visit the library to read a storybook. This a popular lesson with the kids because

they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story.

The class will sit and listen to the teacher, enjoying looking at the pictures in the book as the story is read to
them.

They also have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by themselves or
with mummy & daddy.

Outdoor Play & Small Group Speaking Training

This is a great opportunity to interact with the kids and discuss general topics and conversation with them.
We can talk about a variety of topics that are of interest to the kids such as games, cartoons, sports and
also use this time to practice some of the topics we have been learning in lessons.




This concludes Frog classes month newsletter for January. The students will be very busy prating for the
reading contest, especially towards the end January. We will practice everyday, sometimes together, and
sometimes individually to those students that need a bit more help.

| hope you had a great Christmas and New Year celebration. | look forward to seeing you at the upcoming
reading contest at the end of the month. Until then, take care.

Teacher Rich.
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