Whale Class Newsletter
2017 February

Dear Whale Class Parents,

It is good to start the new semester for the second half of K4 in Whale Class. We will continue many of the
same components as done in the previous semester. For the first part of this semester we will have more
time to review individually when needed. More drills using flashcards will be done along with practicing
reading and correcting writing.

The reading books are longer and more difficult now and it is best to review them at home as much as
possible. Besides reading the books together and having the students repeat after the teacher, we will
practice and review by doing a variety of activities. For example we will practice the reading by finding
specific words or sentences in the book. Then everyone will underline or circle this when they find it.
Everyone can also try to say the word that the teacher didn’t say in a sentence to see if they remember
what is on a page.

We will continue practicing vocabulary from the books by placing words around the classroom and having
small groups find them. Flashcards showing pictures for common vocabulary will also be used and shown
individually for review. Many of the flashcards are based off of the core material books but additional
flashcards for extra and interesting vocabulary will be used.

Practicing writing upper and lower case letters of the alphabet will be done along with simple words in the
workbooks. We will have an additional writing workbook to go along with the year-long workbook we have
been working on since August. Math will continue with the same style as before by having everyone
understand what to do by example before trying the exercises themselves. If mistakes are made, they will
be circled and corrected with individual help if necessary.

The following pages detail the February schedule by subject.

Sincerely,
Teacher Bill

READING

A reading book is given every week and is taken home on Friday to review. More difficult reading book may
be kept at school into the next week for more practice The core material book will also have reading
sections that are done in class. Individual practice and review of the reading book and core book reading
sections will be given.

WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Reading Book - Hot Dog  Core Book (Unit 5) - Hop Can Hop!



WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Reading Book - May | Please Have A Cookie? Core Book (Unit 5) - Ed And Ned

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Reading Book - Hello, School Bus Core Book (Unit 5) - Ron With Red
WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Reading Book - Tae Kwon Do Core Book (Unit 6) - Is It Hot?
PHONICS

Phonics activities are based off of a set of sounds given in each lesson of the core material book. The
sounds will be spoken out loud and together as a class. Recognition of the sounds written down will be
practiced later.

WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Core Book (Unit 5) - Hh

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Core Book (Unit 5) - Ee

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Core Book (Unit 5) - Ff, Rr

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Core Book (Unit 6) - Bb, LI

VOCABULARY

Vocabulary will be given for each unit of the core material book along with vocabulary from the reading
book. In addition, extra vocabulary will be learned from conversation and classroom actions.

WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Reading Book (Hot Dog) - Slow, Skunk, Silly, Cool, Pool, Chilly

Core Book (Unit 5) - My

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Reading Book (May | Please Have A Cookie?) - Please, Smell, Grab, Thought, Idea,
Oops, Better, Real

Core Book (Unit 5) - Are

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Reading Book (Hello, School Bus) - Wave, Meet, Wait, Lake, Flash, Climb, Seat, Noise
Core Book (Unit 5) - He, With

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Reading Book (Tae Kwon Do) - Dress, Stand, Jump, Count, Spin, Kick, Bow, Wow
Core Book (Unit 6) - Is, Little

WRITING

Writing will be done using a handwriting workbook. Penmanship will be the main focus rather than speed.
WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Handwriting Workbook - Mm, Hh, Kk, Rr

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Handwriting Workbook - Mm, Hh, Kk, Rr

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Handwriting Workbook - Review

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Handwriting Workbook - Xx, Uu, Qg

MATH

The material for math will use individual materials and workbooks. Each student will have their own box of
items to use for problem solving and other activities.

WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Math Workbook (D1 p1-5) - Counting Objects

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Math Workbook (D1 p6-10) - Writing Practice

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Math Workbook (D1 p11-14) - Spatial Description

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Math Workbook (D1 p15-18) - Spatial Description

SONGS

The class will sing songs together in the morning before breakfast. Dancing and other movement will also
be done with this.

WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> I’'m A Little Teapot

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> I'm A Little Teapot

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> The Ants Go Marching

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> The Ants Go Marching.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical education will be done once a week outside. Activities will be done as a class and will involve as

much movement as possible.

WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Parachute



WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Bicycle Races
WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Carrying Races
WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Soccer Kick

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Other periods on the schedule will be used for outdoor play, thematic art activities, and library time.
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WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10>

Reading Book - Hot Dog

Core Book (Unit 5) - Hop Can Hop!

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Reading Book - May | Please Have A Cookie?

Core Book (Unit 5) - Ed And Ned

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Reading Book - Hello, School Bus Core Book (Unit 5) - Ron With Red

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Reading Book - Tae Kwon Do Core Book (Unit 6) - Is It Hot?
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WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Core Book (Unit 5) - Hh

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Core Book (Unit 5) - Ee

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Core Book (Unit 5) - Ff, Rr
WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Core Book (Unit 6) - Bb, LI
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WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Reading Book (Hot Dog) - Slow, Skunk, Silly, Cool, Pool, Chilly

Core Book (Unit 5) - My

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Reading Book (May | Please Have A Cookie?) - Please, Smell, Grab, Thought, Idea,
Oops, Better, Real

Core Book (Unit 5) - Are

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Reading Book (Hello, School Bus) - Wave, Meet, Wait, Lake, Flash, Climb, Seat, Noise
Core Book (Unit 5) - He, With

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Reading Book (Tae Kwon Do) - Dress, Stand, Jump, Count, Spin, Kick, Bow, Wow

Core Book (Unit 6) - Is, Little
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WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Handwriting Workbook - Mm, Hh, Kk, Rr

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Handwriting Workbook - Mm, Hh, Kk, Rr

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Handwriting Workbook - Review

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Handwriting Workbook - Xx, Uu, Qg
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WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Math Workbook (D1 p1-5) - Counting Objects
WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Math Workbook (D1 p6-10) - Writing Practice
WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Math Workbook (D1 p11-14) - Spatial Description
WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Math Workbook (D1 p15-18) - Spatial Description

e
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WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> I’'m A Little Teapot

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> I’'m A Little Teapot

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> The Ants Go Marching

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> The Ants Go Marching.
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WEEK 1 <2/3 - 2/10> Parachute

WEEK 2 <2/13 - 2/18> Bicycle Races

WEEK 3 <2/20 - 2/24> Carrying Races

WEEK 4 <2/27 - 3/5> Soccer Kick
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