
 

Monkey Class Newsletter 

December 2017 
 
Dear parents,  
 
It’s been a great month for monkey class and I’d like to give a big thank you to everyone who came to watch 
our drama play. The students are learning their lines a lot quicker nowadays and I think by the time of our next 
production the kids will be ready to truly showcase their much refined acting skills! 
 
The children are becoming a lot more outspoken recently which is great for many reasons. Firstly it’s great to 
see children excercising their English and secondly it’s great to hear children coming up with their own opinions, 
analysing story lines and generally thinking a lot before they speak. While monkey class has not quite mastered 
grammar yet they are all showing positive signs and many of our students are already on par with many of the 
k5 graduates we’ve seen in the past. Please keep up the good work at home because if the children can 
maintain their inspiration for learning at school and at home then I’m sure there will be no stopping any of 
them in their achievements! 
 
This month we are looking forward to Christmas, preparing the children for their show and if they behave well 
they might get a gift from Santa too! As with Halloween we will be getting the decorations out again so feel 
free to come and look at our new display! 
 
Best wishes, 
Teacher Sam 
 
Reading   
Reading class is something we take a lot of pride in here at Marshall and we always aim by the end of the first 
year and certainly at the end of the second year to have a class of independent readers with a full grasp of 
phonics and the pronunciation of words. This class is also great for building up their vocabulary which in turn 
benefits their conversation skills. I find this class feeds the student’s imagination, inspires children to read 
stories in their own time and usually by the 3rd year they are wanting to write their own stories! As reading is a 
personal favourite pass time for me I take a lot of care bringing out the best possible results for the children in 
this subject and I hope you will all see a steady improvement in your child’s ability.  
December 4th –December 8th: Shadows 
December 11th –December 15th: Hot, hot, hot! 
December 18th –December 22nd: Is anybody home? 



December 25th –December 29th: Please sit still 
 
Core Material 
This class is an all encompassing lesson for the children’s reading, grammar and phonics skills. In these classes 
children are asked to analyse stories, practice vowel sounds and use a selection of keywords for sentence 
making and grammar. This year we are using both the Anthology and Workshop books which will also exercise 
the children’s comprehension and grammar skills! 
December 4th –December 8th: Unit 1: week 3 Workshop: Our Pets 
December 11th –December 15th: Unit 1: week 3 Workshop: Our Pets 
December 18th –December 22nd: Unit 1: week 3 Workshop: Our Pets 
December 25th –December 29th: Unit 1: week 3 Anthology: Our Pets 
 
Math      
We are using the MPM books and boxes for our maths class. They really have a unique and interesting way of 
delivering common mathematical concepts to the children often by using animals, colours and objects that 
children associate with fun and games! This month we will focus on… 
December 4th –December 8th: C4: P06 – 10: Paths 
December 11th –December 15th: C4: P11 – 14: Paths 
December 18th –December 22nd: C4: P15 – 18: Paths 
December 25th –December 29th: C5: P01 – 05: Spatial description 
 
Workbook (spelling and conversation) 
Workbook class covers two of our scheduled classes featured in our timetable. In this class we enhance the 
student’s reading and writing ability while also reinforcing their grammar learnt in conversation class. The 
workbook for this year should be a lot of fun for the children with plenty of multiple choice quizzes to get them 
thinking and plenty of chances for them to exercise their writing skills while not being too difficult. This book 
also has a friendly, colourful layout making it easy for the student’s understanding. 
December 4th –December 8th: P36 – 37 The balloons are orange. The balloon is orange. 
December 11th –December 15th: P38 – 39 Questions with is and are 
December 18th –December 22nd: P40 – 41 Review 
December 25th –December 29th: P42 – 43 This/ That 
 
Phonics 
In our phonics class we are using the Sadlier Phonics Level A book which is a great colourful book with an easy 
layout for the children to practice their alphabet sounds. The students have already done an amazing job in the 
first year at getting used to reading phonetically and sounding out words but this class will give everyone a 
chance to practice old and new sounds while also reinforcing some first year material for the children who 
need the extra support. 
December 4th –December 8th: P95, 96, 99, 101 Initial and Final Consonants 
December 11th –December 15th: P103 – 106 Initial and Final Consonants 
December 18th –December 22nd: P108 – 111 Initial and Final Consonants 
December 25th –December 29th: P112, 113, 115, 116 Initial and Final Consonants 
 
Physical Education   
P.E. Class is a great chance for the children to let off steam and get the blood flowing.  It is very important for 
children to exercise for their physical and mental health but while we take this seriously we also have a lot of 
fun. Games range from racing; either by running, using the tricycles or cars, to chasing Frisbees, balloons or one 
of their favourites, ‘The Gladiators Game’, where they need to hit each other with the inflatable hammers! 
December 4th –December 8th: Santa Sack Race 
December 11th –December 15th: Santa Ball Chase 



December 18th –December 22nd: Santa and his Reindeers game 
December 25th –December 29th: Frisbee Chase 
 
Thematic Activity  
Each month a different foreign teacher is assigned to plan and arrange activities of a given theme. This can be 
anything from small art projects, short field trips near the school or even a party in the classroom! The themes 
are often related to different festivals around the world so it really helps them to understand different cultures 
while having fun at the same time. 
December 4th –December 8th: Christmas Ornament 
December 11th –December 15th: Christmas Ornament 
December 18th –December 22nd: Christmas Ornament 
December 25th –December 29th: New Year 
 
Song and Dance  
This is a great opportunity for myself and the students to bond and enjoy some songs together. In addition to 
the scheduled songs I will be teaching the children further songs from the Disney catalogue, musicals or simply 
just any songs I find that are good for children! 
December 4th –December 8th: We’ve got the whole world in our hands 
December 11th –December 15th: We’ve got the whole world in our hands 
December 18th –December 22nd: We’ve got the whole world in our hands 
December 25th –December 29th: We’ve got the whole world in our hands 
 
Library/Storybook    
Each week the children and myself visit the library for story time and to exchange books. It’s lovely to see all of 
them listening to the stories and taking an interest! They really get involved with the stories and I believe it’s 
good for their listening and their imagination! 
 
I hope this has been an insightful newsletter for you all, thank you for reading! 
 
Best wishes,  
Tr. Sam 
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