Zebra Class Newsletter
February 2018

Dear parents,

This month we will be starting our new semester. During our first semester, we covered a lot of the
basics in conversation, phonics, and math. In phonics, last semester, we finished all the consonants as well
as | most of the consonant work in our phonics books. We also worked on letter recognition and everyone
is now able to recognise most of the letters in the alphabet. Last semester we also covered most of their
simple conversation skills from asking permission to do things around the classroom, to basic
communication skills with their classmates. After the first few months of our first semester | encouraged
everyone in zebra class to use the sentences they learned in class more around the classroom, when talking
to me, and playing with their classmates.

This semester we will be continuing with most of our books such as our phonics book, core material
and reading book series. For math, we will be getting new set of books that continues from where the last
semester left off. Our math books will be from the same company and goes along with the MPM box we
have now, but will be a new set of five books.

In phonics, this semester | will be doing periodic reviews of the consonants to make sure everyone has
a strong foundation in their basic phonics and so they don’t forget any of the material we’ve already
learned. We will also be starting on our vowels, both long and short. So far, we haven’t started sounding
out words with phonic, and we will be starting that this semester as we learn the short vowels.

In core material and conversation, we will be going more in depth with adjectives, verbs, and simple
grammar patters. | try to use what we’ve learned in class as often as | can when talking to the students
during play time or outside of class.

This month we will be having our one week winter break during Chinese New Year, | want to wish
everyone a happy new year and hope you have a wonderful time with your family during this holiday.

Reading

For reading class this semester we will be continueing with the same series from our first semester.
The books in our upcoming semeter ,of course, are slightly longer and has more senence patterns. Our
books for this month have a few cute stories about bugs, learning lessions, and some other fun stories for
everyone.

The book ‘Beautiful Bugs’ has a lot of adjective and also teaches the names of some bugs on the side,
while the book ‘I Do Not Want To’ at first seems like an odd book, but at the end teaches an important life
lesson about doing things that are good for you even if it’s not what you like .

Zebra class is always excited to see what our new book for the week will be and loves reading along and
on their own. On Monday they always want to know what our new books is, and on Friday they are excited
to take it home and show it to their parents.



February

Week 1- Beautiful Bugs
Week 2 — Beautiful bugs
Week 3 —I do not want to
Week 4 —Bubble trouble
Week 5 — Bubble trouble

Core Material/Phonics

In core material as well as phonics we will be continuing on with our last semester’s series. In eachbook
of core material we have two to three new sight words that | teach by using flash cards, as well as new
stories. This month our core material talks a lot about plants, gardens, and farms. As everyone’s
conversation skills improve, | will aslo start to have Iconverstions discussing the stories we learn in core
material annnd how some of the stories apply to us.

For phonics this semester we will be going back through the consoant secton in our phoncs book and
finishing some of the practises that were too advanced for everyone in ur firsst semste, as well as starting
on short vowels. This month we will be starting with short vowel ‘a’ and learning different ‘a’ words. | will
also start using phonics to start sounding out simple words.

February

Week 1- Unit 5 — How does your garden grow?
Week 2 -Unit 5 — Phonics: Hh

Week 3 —Unit 5 - Hop Can Hop!

Week 4 —=Unit 5 - Trees

Week 5 —=Unit 6 — The Four Seasons

Maths

Though we will be using the same MPM box this semester as we did last semester, we will be getting a
new set of books. In our first semester, we learned the numbers 1-5 and this semester we will continue on
and be learning 6-10. In our previous semester | started teaching everyone some basic counting skills,
however we did not focus on that as it was not in our book. This semester in our MPM books we will be
learning more about counting, shapes, and colors.

This month we will be starting out be learning basic shapes, colors, and line tracing. It is important to
have lots of motor skill practises such as tracing throughout K3 as it is important for children to work on
their hand muscles. | would also highly suggest them doing activities that will help strengthen their hand
muscles such as playing with play dough, legos, and working on holding their pencils. With practise and
with time you will start to see a noticeable improvement in their tracing, coloring, and simple everyday
tasks.

February

Week 1- B2: P1-5
Week 2 B2: P1-5
Week 3 —B2: P6-10
Week 4 —B2: P11-14
Week 5 -B2: P15-18

Physical Education

The students all had a lot of fun last month with our Hula Hoop games and ball games. | think they’ve
learned a lot and are really benefiting from having regular exercise and play time with their friends. During
Physical Education class, they will often have the chance to team up and play together with their friends.
This bonding is very important and I’'m glad we can all have such positive experiences with our class. Next
month we will be introducing some slightly more complicated games like follow the leader and ball toss. It
will be very good for them to practice catching and throwing the ball to one another, as well as rolling and
kicking it. As always, | will supervise them closely to make sure everything is safe and that everyone is
having lots of fun.

February

Week 1- Tricycle Rae



Week 2 - Obstacle Course
Week 3 — Running Race
Week 4 — Hop, Hop, Hop

Song and Dance

This semester for song and dance we will continue with some children’s classic songs. Occasionally we
will learn a few songs outside of our regular schedule when we have special events. | often like to pick some
action songs that also help in learning everyday English as many of the students in zebra class can pick up
and learn from songs fast. Everyone loves when we have action songs as it is fun way to start out our day.
This month we will be learning the song ‘I’'m a Little Teapot’ which I’'m sure some of you may already know
or have heard of this song before.
February
Week 1- I'm a little teapot
Week 2 - I'm a little teapot
Week 3- I’'m a little teapot
Week 4 —I'm a little teapot
Week 5 —The ants go marching

Conversation

In our previous semester we learned some basic sentence and grammar patterns such as ‘he is’, ‘sheis’,
‘'am’, ‘a’, ‘an’, plural and singular nouns. Besides the contents of our book | also teach them a lot of other
everyday conversation such as the weather, days of the week, and | also try to talk to everyone during play
time.

This next semester we will going more in depth with simple grammar, adjectives, etc. | will be
encouraging everyone to have ‘talk time’, which is where | let everyone take turns and tell me something
about their week, new toys, family, of anything they want to share in class. This a good opportunity for
them to use the material we’ve learned in class and try to make their own sentences.

February

Week 1- Unit 18 Numbers 1-10

Week 2 -Unit 18 How many

Week 3 —Unit 19 What's your phone number
Week 4 —Unit 19 What's your phone number
Week 5 —Unit 20 This is/ That is
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Week 1- Beautiful Bugs
Week 2 — Beautiful bugs
Week 3 —I do not want to
Week 4 —Bubble trouble
Week 5 — Bubble trouble
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February

Week 1- Unit 5 — How does your garden grow?
Week 2 -Unit 5 — Phonics: Hh

Week 3 —Unit 5 — Hop Can Hop!

Week 4 —Unit 5 - Trees

Week 5 —Unit 6 — The Four Seasons
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February

Week 1- B1: P1-5
Week 2 B1: P1-5
Week 3 —B1: P6-10

Week 4 -B1: P11-14
Week 5-B1: P15-18
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Week 1- =HREELLE



Week 2 - [EI#E
Week 3 - &g
Week 4 — Hop, Hop, Hop
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February

Week 1- I'm a little teapot

Week 2 - I'm a little teapot

Week 3- I'm a little teapot

Week 4 —I'm a little teapot
Week 5 —The ants go marching
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February

Week 1- Unit 18 Numbers 1-10

Week 2 -Unit 18 How many

Week 3 —Unit 19 What'’s your phone number

Week 4 —Unit 19 What'’s your phone number
Week 5 —Unit 20 This is/ That is
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