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Bear Class ESL Grade 3 Newsletter
February/March 2018

Welcome to the Bear Class ESL Grade 3 monthly newsletter for February/March.

We are starting our 2™ semester now so | am expecting great things from this class. We continue with the
same format of learning but | expect the students to be more independent with their composition and
Keynotes. They all understand what is expected of them and | will be there to guide them but | expect them to
produce individual and creative pieces of work now.

We have a lot of fun and interesting lessons planned for the coming weeks, so let’s take a look at what’s to
come in February/March 2018.

Core Material - Reading

We read the reading book every day. | am very strict when it comes to reading time. Everyone sits down and
we read together following the words with our fingers.

Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. | positively
encourage questions about the reading material to make sure they understand.

Alongside the reading material, the students have a word list each week. The words from the list are selected
from the reading material. When the students are first introduced to the new vocabulary most of them are
unsure how to pronounce the words, let alone understand their meanings. So, as a class we go through the
wordlists and | explain what they mean. Sometimes this can be done on the big TV via Google. | have found this
to be a fantastic tool to help the students understand more easily.

February/March- Unit 2 Figure It Out

February Weeks 4-5/March Weeks 1-2 Unit 2 Week 1 ‘Cooperation’. This story talks about how working
together is a good way to solve a problem. How friends figure out the what to do and how to use team work.
March Week 4 Unit 2 Week 1 ‘Immigration’. This story talks about how and why people ‘immigrate’ or move to
a new home. There are many reasons why people immigrate such as finding work, new opportunities,
education or maybe their home country is not safe anymore.

Grammar
The majority of our lesson time is spent reading the Core Material reading book. However, a portion of the
lesson will involve completing a grammar exercise using a grammar workbook.



Grammar lessons usually involve a discussion about the task, accompanied by some examples. Students
complete the task and help and feedback is given.

The tasks vary in length. Most lessons comprise of the students completing a page in their text books. Once
they have completed the task they can move on to the next page.

February/March-

February Weeks 4-5/March Weeks 1-3 Unit 2 Week 1. This unit looks at the different types of nouns such as
common, proper, concrete and abstract nouns.

March Week 4 Unit 2 Week 4. This unit continues to look at different types of nouns such as singular and plural,
and also reviews statements, commands, questions and exclamations.

Composition

Composition Class is a fantastic opportunity for the students to do some creative writing. It's quite a short class,
just once per week but it gives them a chance to think for themselves and write creatively.

A topic is chosen for them such as ‘What | Want to Do When | Grow Up’, after which we have a discussion and
suggestions are made as to what they might write. After the initial draft is finished, their compositions are
marked and returned ready for the rewrite the following week.

February/March- Unit 2 Figure It Out

February Weeks 4-5/March Weeks 1-2 Unit 2 Week 1. The topic is ‘The Thing | Hate the Most’. This gives the
students a great opportunity to write about something they really feel strongly about.

March Week 4 Unit 2 Week 1. The topic is ‘My Favourite Place at Home'. This gives the students to write about
a place in their home such as the kitchen, bedroom or living room where they feel most comfortable, safe or
where | like being.

Keynote Presentations

February/March-

February Weeks 4-5/March Weeks 1-2 Unit 2 Week 1. The topic is about developing countries such as India or
Vietnam where the students can compare population, currency, budgets, tourism and what makes the country
famous.

March Week 4 Unit 2 Week 1. The topic continues on with our developing countries but focuses on culture,
traditions and customs.

This concludes the monthly newsletter for February and March.

As always if you have anything you would like to discuss with me, please feel free to leave me a message in the
weekly communication books.

Until next time, see you soon.

Teacher Eamonn.
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Until next time, see you soon.
Teacher Eamonn.



