Whale Class Newsletter
October 2018

Hello Parents,

We are now in the third month and the class are making pretty good progress. Most of the class are
picking up the alphabet quite well and can match up lowercase and uppercase letters. They are also
picking up the sounds quite well.

Please try to take 5 minutes, a few times a week, to practice the alphabet with your child. That will
make the next semester much easier for them.

The class are also doing well in terms of picking up simple phrases like “look at me” and “can | have
some more X”.

We will also begin preparing for the first school play, which | hope the kids will enjoy practicing and
performing. We are scheduled to begin at the end of the month although | may start practicing
earlier.

Core Material

This month we will begin a new core material unit. The kids enjoyed the first book a lot, and | use it
for vocab practice and some (very basic) Q&A like “what can you see.”

The focus of book 1 is “I can (verb)”, “l can see”, “We can (verb)”, which also has lots of pictures of
animals. The last chapter of the book is “the five senses”, which covers see, hear, smell, touch and
taste.

Week 1: Unit 1

Week 2: Review

Week 3: Unit 1

Week 4: Unit 1

Week 5: Unit 2

Phonics

The phonics book has moved onto letter writing and tracing. This is rather difficult for the kids,
especially given that many of the pages require the students to write the letters without lines to trace
over. As aresult, | am giving the class a lot of worksheets with larger letters for them to trace. This
way we can focus on correct stroke order.



| am also doing practice in the morning with matching sounds to words — a apple, airplane, b bag,
boy...

Week 1: Letter H tracing

Week 2: Review

Week 3: Letter Band T

Week 4: Match phonetic sounds to words/pictures

Week 5: Match phonetic sounds to words/pictures

Conversation

This month’s conversation class focuses on | am, you are... a boy, girl, police officer, etc. This has
been covered a little bit in the story books so | think the class will pick this up pretty quickly.
Week 1: What is he/she

Week 2: Review

Week 3: 1 am/l am not

Week 4: You Are/Are You?

Week 5: Drama Rehearsal

Reading

The books for this semester are quite simple and fun and focus on simple words and pictures. They
are good for teaching vocabulary and as the kid’s English improves we will eventually be able to do
Q&A with the books as well.

Week 1: What Am I?
Week 2: Review

Week 3: | can, We can...
Week 4: Hats

Week 5: Big and Little

Math

MPM class covers number recognition and tracing, which helps the kids develop their motor skills. On
a related note, | have noticed that kids who like to draw, pick up writing much more quickly than
students who don’t.

Week 1: Set theory (matching pairs)

Week 2: Review

Week 3: Measurements

Week 4: Simple counting — 4,5,6

Week 5: Drama Practice

Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Tricycle Race

Week 2: Obstacle Course

Week 3: Jumping Race

Week 4: Obstacle Course



Week 5: 1,2,3 stop

Thematic Activity

The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can consist of
art projects, a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom.
October's thematic lessons will be about Halloween.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: 5 little monkeys

Week 2: Polly and Paul

Week 3: Polly and Paul

Week 4: Bus

Week 5: Bus

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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