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Welcome parents to the Shark class’s January Newsletter. December has been great and the 
Christmas events were all enjoyed by the kids and teachers alike.  
 
January will also bring on its own exciting bag of tricks with new years celebrations both foreign 
and traditional. With that said we should also be looking to have a fair amount of work done be-
hind and some to look forward to.   
 
So let’s take a look at what we will be doing in January. 
 
Reading 
The students have been diligently listening to the words being read to them, however not all of 
them grasp the concept of recognizing the words and reading them independently. While we have 
covered comprehension and the students understand the associated pictures to the memorized 
story, I am still working on reading and matching activities to bring word recognition up to scratch.  
 
We discuss all the topic matters and the kids ask plenty questions about words and pictures both, 
which has been great. I hope to keep up this attitude and atmosphere in the classroom so we can 
continue to see progress while they are enjoying themselves.   
 
The books lined up for January are as follows:  
Week 1 - Review  
Week 2 - Boots 
Week 3 - Prepare for reading contest  
Week 4 - The Haircut 
 
Core Material 
While there has been some pretty good progress made in the writing and Jump1 workbook, won-
ders reading has fallen behind some. I have allowed this to happen since the practice in the work-
books are assistive with our efforts to recognize words and the wonders reading books are helpful 
for simple phrases and some added vocabulary. So wonders is not entirely stopped and is still pro-
gressing slowly, just not as scheduled while writing and Jump1 exercises are ahead of schedule.  



 
So for January I predict the following for Wonders (2weeks behind): 
Weeks 1- Finishing off Unit 3 of the Wonders Reading  
Week 3 - 4 - Start of Unit 4 
 
Workbook 
Jump 1 - progress in this book was very slow and staggered to start, but the kids have done excep-
tionally well to grasp the concepts behind the activities and can now move along at a much faster 
pace. And although still miles behind we are catching up at great speed. January we should com-
plete a collection of various matching exercises, words or sentences to pictures as well as some 
new vocabulary for stationary. Including “are” vs “aren’t” and “is” vs “are”.  
 
Writing 
The pace here is akin to the Jump workbook, slow and staggered and now rather good. We have 
been especially concentrating on this area hoping to see better use of the pencil which will help 
with word recognition in the long run. This month we should see the completion of ‘intro to words’ 
and letters: “Gg”, “Pp”, “Ss”, “Mm”, “Hh”, “Kk”, “Rr” and a good review exercise of the work done.  
 
Phonics 
The phonics book activities have become quick small groups at a time. Activities where we cover 
some good ground work of letters we have already covered in the writing book and Jump book. 
The picture association and circle to match activities are great for the kids to slowly begin recog-
nizing words up and coming in later material with other books.  
 
This month we should cover Letter Sound Awareness and writing:  
Week 1 - ‘Pp’ and ‘Rr’ and ‘Kk’ Pg’s 27-30 (and review pages) 
Week 2 - ‘Jj’ and ‘Qq’ and ‘Vv’ (and review) Pg’s 31-34 
Week 3 - ‘Yy’ and ‘Zz’ and ‘Xx’ (and review) Pg's 35-38 
Week 4 - ‘ Ff’ and ‘Ss’ and ‘Tt’ (and review) Pg’s 39-42 
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
The pace set with this subject appears to be spot on according to student ability and time con-
sumption of tasks involved. The kids really enjoy breaking out the box and playing with the cards 
and crayons, getting involved in talking about the activities.  
This months topics covered are: 
Counting objects 
Shape direction and spatial description 
(left right up down) 
 
Conversation 
This subject I have taken to being absorbed into smaller intermittent conversations, so students 
can practice phrases during appropriate timings, while the phrases have been covered in a group, 
they are mostly 5minutes here and there throughout the day. Days of the week and talking about 
what the day is both today, yesterday and tomorrow has been themed the past few weeks and 
students are starting to grasp this conversation, but still need consistent practice.  
 
Song and Dance 
We have song & dance classes every second morning and the energy wakes up the kids ready for 
lessons ahead in the day. 



 
Practicing the Christmas Carols has been great fun so far and the other songs have been equally 
entertaining to dance around to.  
 
January’s Songs are:  
Weeks 1-2 - “High Five” 
Weeks 3-4 - “Listen and move” 
 
Library 
Reading in the Library has been great fun, the students are all very keen to sit and listen to a new 
story from beginning to end, the books are all rich with pictures and they love to study each one 
and ask questions. 
 
Some of the stories we’ve read are: “Kung Fu Panda”, “The Stubborn Pumpkin” (this was especially 
fun as the kids got to act out some of the parts) and “Puss in Boots” 
 
That concludes the Shark class monthly newsletter for January. 
 
Please feel free to leave me any of your comments or concerns in the weekly communication 
books and thank you for the comments already received to which I will address individually.  
 
Teacher Justin 
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