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With the play over and done and hopefully a success, we will be looking into finishing up the 
semester and the kids first year of kindergarten, even though it is technically their second year by 
all accounts. For the month of June there is the reading contest same as in the first semester, and 
the kids have already been allocated their books and have had intermittent practices.  
 
I will however be absent for this period while I take my son to visit his foreign grandparents for the 
first time. This is promising to be a very exciting trip for us, though I will be sad to miss out on so 
much time with my class. We have arranged a very reliable substitute to sit in for me during June 
though, Brant, and he has been teaching on and off for Marshall school for many years now. I will 
also have a plan laid out for him to follow so he doesn’t have to waste any time familiarising with 
what he needs to do. I trust that the students will also benefit from another teaching style as a 
break from my own.   
 
 
Reading 
This month there seems to be great progress among the collective group being able to follow and 
read as a unit. I have mentioned in weekly notices the benefits and downfalls of the group activity 
in reading, and have taken note to try and get weaker students some individual time to practice as 
well. I am aware of those that try to hide behind the mask of a groups noise and don’t speak up. 
Isolating kids though has proved an opposite effect to intention and only causes them to be ever 
more introverted. So they are encouraged to read louder in their groups and incentivized with the 
infamous point system to motivate them to try harder.  
 
I have great faith they will be able to progress ever more as they have done and through vigilant 
observation fix any problem areas as they arise.  
In June we will be looking forward to the reading contest and have a break in new books just 
before hand and in July we will be wrapping things up with the last 3 books before trying to go 
over everything that was covered this semester.  
June: 
Week 1 - “Germs” 



 

 

Week 2 - “A Box Can Be Many Things” 
Week 3 - Preparation for the reading contest 
Week 4 - “The Lost Hat” 
 
July: 
Week 1 - “What Comes in a Shell” 
Week 2 - “Swing, Swing, Swing” 
Week 3 - “A Tree Can Be...” 
Week 4 - Review 
 
 
Core Material 
With Unit 8 getting finished in the beginning of June and the drama play over, we will move onto 
the last 2 units in the series for the semester, unit 9 in June and Unit 10 in July.  
 
Jump1 continues to get more difficult and the progress of the students are a level behind the 
progress that is designed for the book. While they still are able to complete exercises with 
dedicated guidance we will continue to use them for the sake of exposure to new concepts and 
ideas in English language use, but I do not emphasize the retention of the knowledge expected 
from the book.   
 
 
Phonics 
The phonics book has been a race to catch up and while we have been working hard to complete 
the exercises, I am trying to make sure the students understand what has been covered. As these 
are foundations to English as a spoken language and without them they will be hard pressed to 
make any significant progress. Some kids are still struggling a little with a few of the sounds we 
have covered, but dwelling too long on a section causes unrest and boredom and has a dulling 
effect on everyone’s concentration. So while it may seem like they are covering work that seems 
too difficult for them, they are being exposed to a lot of concepts and sounds and I feel like they 
will sink in eventually, if not subconsciously.  
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
After May giving us a break from the usual MPM schedule to allow for drama play practice, we will 
be getting back into the last 2 months of the syllabus. The mixture of colour and line activities 
along with counting and foam shape construction is always great fun for the kids to participate in 
this subject. We will be covering the following topics week by week for June and July: 
June: 
Week 1 - Combination and separation of numbers 
Week 2 - Spatial Description  
Week 3 - Set Theory - basic concepts of sets 
Week 4 - Coordinates - concepts of coordinates by address of building 
 
July: 
Week 1 - Functions - relationships of shapes, colors and numbers 
Week 2 - Paths - Learning directional path and procedural path by coloring difference.  
Week 3 - Review and catch up  
Week 4 - Review and catch up  
 



 

 

Library 
Library time continues to be enjoyed in the same manner as usual and while I will not be present 
for the June period, Teacher Brent will be given freedom to use this period as he chooses, and the 
alternative teaching methods should be good for the students too if not at least refreshing.   
 
Conclusion 
That concludes the monthly newsletter for June and July. I will continue to provide weekly 
comments until the end of May and after the drama play, so any feedback you have is always 
great appreciated and well received. You can expect Teacher Brant to provide his own 
personalized feedback weekly in my stead during June and upon my return be ready to take off 
where he has left.  
 
 
Thanks  
Teacher Justin 
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