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Welcome to the K5 Panda Class monthly newsletter for August. 
 
Panda Class have had two fantastic years at Marshall School. All of the students have really learnt 
a lot since starting in K3. I remember when the kids first started the school and half of them just 
cried all day!  
Their English is amazing considering English is their second language and they are so young. In K5 
you will see an even more amazing increase in their ability to read, write, speak, and understand 
spoken English. 
 
Let’s take a look at what Panda class will be doing in their first semester in K5… 
 
Reading 
We read the reading books several times every day. I am very strict when it comes to reading time. 
Everyone sits down and we read together following the words with our fingers. 
 
Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. I posi-
tively encourage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand. 
 
After reading together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class so their pronunciation 
can be checked and corrected if necessary. Sometimes 
during outdoor play I will give extra reading practice and attention to those who need it. 
Weeks 1 & 2  - “A Circle in the Sky” 
Week 3 - “Addition Annie” 
Week 4 - “Rude Ralph” 
Week 5 - “Katie Did It” 
 
Core Material 



The core material books have some fun stories that use sentences that contain useful words the 
kids should know. 
August Unit 2 Week 4 Workshop - Words that contain “-th, -sh, and -ng” e.g. “with, think, hush, 
shed, sting, song”. 
 
Phonics 
The phonics book has many fun activities for the students. It teaches the kids letter recognition 
and the different sounds they make. 
Weeks 1 & 2 - P7-10 Consonant letters. What letters do the objects begin with. Simple Crossword 
puzzles. 
Week 3 - P12,17-19 Complete the words. Which words match the object and write the words. 
Week 4 - P20-23 Look at the picture and choose the sentence that matches it. Fill in the blank sen-
tences. 
Week 5 - P24-27 Phonograms or words that end the same e.g. pot, hot, sock, rock. 
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
MPM math is great fun for the new students. It teaches the kids the basics of mathematics in fun 
and interesting ways. Their new MPM boxes are full of stuff to help them learn. 
Weeks 1 & 2 - P1-2 Counting to 20. Recognizing numbers. Matching animals, shapes and numbers. 
Week 3 - P3-4 Writing numbers 1-20 in order. Finding the next number in a sequence. 
Week 4 - P5-6 Counting objects up to 20 and circling the matching number. 
Week 5 - P7-8 Practice drawing straight lines. 
 
Conversation 
This is a chance for the students to practice speaking. It teaches them to ask and answer questions 
using full sentences to show off their speaking abilities. 
Weeks 1-2 - P6-7 There is… There are 
Week 3 - P8-9 Possessive adjectives 
Week 4 - 10-11 Nouns, verbs and adjectives 
Week 5 - P12-13 The alphabet 
 
Writing 
The writing workbook helps the students to practice their writing and how to write full sentences 
with correct punctuation. 
Weeks 1-2 - P6-7 Members of your family. Write their names e.g. mother, father, brother, sister. 
Week 3 - P8-9 Personal information. Writing information about yourself e.g. “I am from Taiwan.” 
Week 4 - 10-11 Look at the picture and write the information on the lines. Writing sentences 
about a friend. 
Week 5 - P12-13 Punctuation and capital letters. 
 
Song and Dance 
We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote confidence. 
 
Song & dance is also a great way to wake the kids up in the mornings and get them ready & ener-
gized for the days lessons. 
Weeks 1 & 2 - “I Have a Car” 
Weeks 3 & 4 - “The Ants Go Marching” 
Week 5 - “YMCA”  
 



Thematic Activities 
Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a country or festival. 
Thematic studies lessons are once per week and last for one month on the same subject. 
 
The kids get to learn about other cultures, countries and events from all over the world. 
 
Library 
Once a week the class will visit the library to read a storybook. This a popular lesson with the kids 
because they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story. 
 
The class will sit and listen to the teacher, enjoying looking at the pictures in the book as the story 
is read to them. 
 
They also have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by them-
selves or with mummy & daddy. 

 
That concludes the Panda Class monthly newsletter for August. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the parents evening. 
 
As always, please feel free to leave me any of your comments or concerns in the weekly English 
communication books.  
 
Teacher Rich 
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