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After the holiday I hope that we will all be well rested and ready to take on the new challenge of 
working toward graduation. The next goal within view on the horizon though will be the first 
semester play and soon after will be the reading contest as schedules follow a sense of 
consistency from the last semester’s.  
 
We will have caught up on most of the necessary bookwork laid out for the K4 period and the new 
pace we will be following will most likely feel really slow, since we have gotten used to going so 
fast for so long. But Most importantly we will be focusing on the material sinking in, while having 
as much fun as possible. Learning needs to be fun after all, or motivation goes out the window and 
kids will only learn to hate school instead of what is taught there.  
 
One of the biggest changes we will be looking forward to seeing this coming semester is the 
homework sheets that need to be done 3 times a week. Then every Friday we will be doing 
spelling tests on the weekly spelling lists of 10 words. While this is not strictly enforced or met 
with consequences for failure to complete, actually doing the extra work at home will definitely 
benefit the students in the long run.  
 
Reading 
The books from last semester were mostly enjoyed by all the kids and the set of books planned 
coming up are equally fun and exciting. I hope we manage to maintain the point and follow 
structure that has been well established thus far, and the word recognition progresses just as well. 
The books are in fact the collection allocated for the current K4 classes, but have a line of 
progression that follows the books we have already done. As well the new phonics, writing and 
conversation books which will still correlate with the readers.  
Week 1 - “Time for bed” 
Week 2 - “What Lila Loves/ My Mom” 
Week 3 - “Flying Butter” 
Week 4 - “Snow Joe” 
 
Core Material  



 

 

We will continue to use the wonders series, but moving onto the next level up in McGraw-Hill 
Reading, 1.1-1.3 Workshop. For the first month we will be looking to cover the short ‘a’ sound 
again in more detail, I hope the work we’ve done on this sound so far has laid a good foundation 
and that this section will be an easy introduction to the semester and how the books work. The 
story that coincides with this topic is “Jack Can”. In the last week we will begin the section on short 
‘i’ sounds and the story, “Six Kids”, that goes along with it too.  
 
Phonics 
The Sadlier Phonics Level B book follows almost in conjunction with other books covering short ‘a’ 
sounds to begin with and then follows on ahead of other schedules, almost as a warm up to and 
then revision by working through core material and reading books. In the first few weeks however, 
we will be going over some revision on initial consonant sounds and final then medial consonants 
as well. By the end of August we will be into the short vowel sounds already covered in the core 
material.  
 
Workbook Jump 2 
The Jump 2 workbook, logically, follows the same methods as in the first book, and I believe the 
students are quite familiar with how it works by now. So hopefully we will be able to continue as 
usual throughout this book revising all the topics shared in the Phonics and Writing books. We 
have already, but only recently, covered the subject of verbs, nouns and adjectives, and in the first 
couple weeks we have scheduled to cover these again through exercises in the Jump 2 book 
fashion. Make the connection between word and picture by drawing lines or numbering 
appropriately and coloring in, which always goes down a treat, especially when they know how. 
We will then move onto alphabet familiarization, matching capitals to small letters and such.  
Week 1and 2: Verb ‘to be’ and There is… / There are… 
Week 3：Verb ‘to have’ and possessive adjectives 

Week 4: Nouns, verbs and adjectives, Alphabet 
Week 5: Alphabet 
 
Writing 
We are picking up a new series book with “Write Now!” from Tim Budden to cover the writing 
subject and the conversation classes. These books initially look rather intimidating and involves a 
lot of reading, or at least a lot more than kids are used to for bookwork activity. I hope we will be 
able to work through the scary parts and start to see the trees for the forests that this book 
represents. While working on small segments, the work load seems a lot less impossible and far 
more doable. Also this will provide a lot of more clear conversation enhancements for idle chat 
and personal descriptive conversation, like how old, how many family members and where people 
are from. We only work on 2 pages a week in this book, which is more than enough material to try 
understand for them.  
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
The MPM Math series focuses alot on a variety of daily problem solving strategies, not just math, 
although counting plays a large role in the functions of the guided stories through a variety of 
topics, including farming, travel, colour co-ordination, baked goods, sweets, exploring and many 
more. These also provide great material for conversation practice, including but not limited to: 
what fruit and vegetables do you like, I like…. and have you ever picked or planted…. and have you 
ever taken a plane or been on a bus or or or…..  
Week 1 - Number counting, reverse number counting, missing number finding. 
Week 2 - Following various paths, maze walking, crossing line drawing  



 

 

Week 3 - Inequalities comparing exercises 
Week 4 - Benchmark comparing exercises, counting exercises 
 
 
Library 
While all the kids have enjoyed sitting and watching teacher read stories out during library time, I 
have decided it may be time to have constructive individual reading sessions. So we will try to 
alternate weeks where, students choose their own books in pairs or more and read to each other, 
then back to listen to teacher share a story. I am not sure if they are ready for this from a 
disciplined perspective, as some students may prefer to play than to read constructively. As with 
all updates, I will keep you all informed with how this pans out.  
 
Spelling  
As I mentioned in the introduction to the newsletter, there will be a spelling test on the weeks 10 
words every Friday. The results of which will be monitored and shared for progress reporting, but I 
also expressed that this is not to be taken with heavy heart if met with failure or absence. It is only 
for progress monitoring and added incentive or motivation to retain what’s being learnt. So in the 
month of August there are 5 tests, but the first week being only 2 days long, has easy words that 
we have previously covered that might be well remembered, and if you parents would like to help 
the kids over the break this would also be great. So the word list for the month is: 
Week 1: one, two, three, four, five, red, green, blue, yellow, pink 
Week 2: pencil, crayon, eraser, your, his, her, our, their, they, have,  
Week 3: write, mother, bird, short, read, thin, happy, draw, swim, learn 
Week 4: father, sister, desk, hen, leg, pet, vest, wet, trunk, rub 
Week 5: fish, box, pear, table, hands, chair, boy, girl, under, garden 
 
Conclusion 
This concludes the monthly newsletter for August, although I have only covered the main ideas 
behind most subjects and some of the material we will be covering, there is still plenty more to 
enjoyed by the kids and I will keep you up to date through the weekly communication books as 
well. As always if you have any concerns or feedback, I would love to hear back from you guys and 
you are also welcome to communicate through teacher Chacha if you feel more comfortable that 
way.  
 
 
Thanks  
Teacher Justin 
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