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With the reading contest over and all the other big events behind us, we have an extended period 
of ‘normal’ it may seem, although there will be plenty of entertaining activities in between and 
also the big build up to graduation and the final play. This month is the shortest in the year being 
February and with a winter break over Chinese New Year. As usual I have updated some progress 
for the subjects below and added in the new schedule for the month, so have a read and see what 
we’re up to.  
 
Reading 
Reading is now taking a little back step but we can move onto some more interesting stories and 
also recap on older ones that we didn’t do for the competition. For the newer books that we pick 
up and work through, I would like to ask parents to go over them with the kids on the weekends to 
give them some incentive and motivation to learn them properly and also help them to practice 
consistently. 
Week 1 - “What’s the Weather?” 
Week 2 - “Busy, Busy Night” 
Week 3 - “Little Sister, Big Mess!” 
Week 4 - “Review” 
 
Core Material  
Most of the students are finding the core material quite easy to understand. The subject matter is 
covered in more detail in the other books we have been working through, but the stories at least 
provide some variety to concepts being taught and also some different usage for the same 
vocabulary.  
In February we will finish off the final blends and the story of “The Best Spot” and start on phonics 
sounds for th, sh, -ng in the story “Thump Thump Helps Out”. The kids are already familiar with 
these sounds and we have practiced them in spelling and writing classes already, but here we will 
focus on them specifically.  
 
Phonics 



 

 

In the phonics class we are working through the allocated book covering the wide variety of the 
name sake. While some sounds needs more practice to remember their spelling and strategy uses, 
others come as fairly simple and we will try to cover them all. This is nearly an impossible task to 
accomplish for kindergarten as even throughout schooling these concepts come with some 
difficulties and exceptions and the like.  
Our next set of topics that we will introduce however are: 
Initial diagraphs - ch, sh, wh, th 
Final diagraphs - ch, sh, ck, th 
I have previously introduced the ‘r’ sound which comes in  the forms ‘er’, ‘ar’, ‘or’, ‘ur’ and ‘ir’ 
 
Workbook Jump 2 
The kids have all enjoyed the exercises in this series, they are quite easy for them now, and when 
things are easy we enjoy completing them more than when it’s too hard. Keeping things a little bit 
challenging in any case to make sure that we continue to progress nicely too. Jump 2 is following 
in line with the weekly vocabulary spelling and also keeps up with the same grammar rules for 
sentence structures like we see in the Write Now book and some the worksheets we have been 
doing.  
Week 1: Telling the time 
Week 2: Completing questions about telling time 
Week 3: Routines: get up, go to, take a, do and so on 
Week 4: Questions and answers in revision format 
 
Writing 
Write Now workbook provides topical subject matter to work with, more than it provides 
independent work through exercises. So while I am still keeping tight supervision on the actual 
writing input, I allow more individual input through discussion in class as a group. This is working 
nicely to get students thinking in the target language and responding appropriately.  
Each month will follow a similar series of workbook page stages, story, then comprehension 
questions in the form of pictures and tables or sentence corrections and multiple choice, followed 
by sentence creation and creative writing practice using the vocabulary and sentence structures 
we practiced earlier on in the chapter.   
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
The MPM Math series focuses a lot on a variety of daily problem solving strategies, not just math, 
although counting plays a large role in the functions of the guided stories through a variety of 
topics, including farming, travel, colour coordination, baked goods, sweets, exploring and many 
more. These also provide great material for conversation practice, including but not limited to: 
what fruit and vegetables do you like, I like…. and have you ever picked or planted…. and have you 
ever taken a plane or been on a bus or or or…..  
Week 1 - Plane concept: relative position 
Week 2 - Group counting exercises 
Week 3 - Two-digit counting exercises 
Week 4 - Reverse counting exercises 
 
Spelling  
You can help your children greatly by just simply reviewing the weekly list with them, sounding the 
word and spelling it together, at least just once a day and on weekends, not making a big deal of it 
or taking time out of your day, just quickly revise a word or two here and there will help plenty 
enough.   



 

 

This months spelling vocabulary are: 
Week 1: rock, truck, beach, peach, duck, clock, click, wish, fish, stick 
Week 2: thorn, chose, wrote, why, knee, show, both, eleven, twenty, thirty 
Week 3: horse, tore, horn, corn, thorn, port, cord, more, torch, homework 
 
Conclusion 
The class has seen all the children progress nicely in different ways, each their own individual and 
unique characters. We hope that they can keep their creative, energetic outlook on life while still 
learning how to act appropriately in public. This past month has been heavily geared toward 
discipline and manners and while I am not trying to create a military style obedience, there needs 
to be a semblance of order for any progress to happen efficiently, also well mannered children are 
cuter all round nicer people than the alternative. And showing them how being nice is better than 
not being nice has been a great lesson to them all. As with all things when teaching children 
though, consistency is key. If everything they learn at school is forgotten at home, then all effort is 
for nothing. Please persist to maintain good manners with children at home and out of school, and 
also practice English daily, reading or speaking it doesn’t matter, but a little bit everyday goes a 
long way.  
 
Thanks  
Teacher Justin 
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