
 

 

Whale Class Newsletter 

February 2020 

 

Hello Parents, 

 

Its February and the beginning of a new semester.  There are no major changes, we will be using the same 

material and books.  Parent's evening will take place this month, so you will be able to see the kid's progress 

and the kind of work they will be doing for this semester. 

 

Core Material 

For core material we are back to the larger anthology book.  This months chapter is “Jobs Around Town.”    The 

key words are “again”, “help”, “new” and “there” and “use”.  The unit is a good start for conversation classes 

about work and jobs. 

Week 1:  Read story + Q&A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Week 2: Phonics practice 

Week 3: Read story 

Week 4: Spelling and phonics 

 

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book) 

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar.  So we will do the tasks in the workbook and also use it 

for vocabulary and sentence patterns.  This months is all about words like these and those and capital letters.  

Week 1: P53: Review 

Week 2: P54-55: Furniture  

Week 3:P56-57: Where is…? Where are…?   

Week 4: P58-59: Where is the…? Where are the …? 

 

Phonics 

Phonics is very similar to last semester's work.  We are using the same series of books, so the kids are familiar 

with the exercises we will be doing.  As I mentioned last month, most of the phonics book now involves writing 

3 or 4 letter words.  However, the class are doing a great job and their writing has improved rapidly.  I feel that 



writing is their strongest area and they are quickly learning to write 3 and 4 letter words in the small spaces 

provided. 

Week 1: P146 Review – missing words 

Week 2: P149-50, 156-7 Reading and word recognition 

Week 3: P158-160 Recognize vowel sounds 

Week 4: P161-164 Short vowel identification 

 

Handwriting and Spelling Practice 

We have 3 handwriting classes a week, where the kids will focus on correct pen strokes and writing neatly.  

There will be a lot of writing this semester so it is important that the kids keep practicing.  I will also send home 

photocopies on Fridays for homework. 

There is also a spelling class, the class will practice 10 high-frequency words from the core materials book every 

week. I also have my own spelling worksheets that I give the kids as they get through the workbooks pretty 

quickly now. 

 

Story Books   

We have a new set of slightly more complicated books this semester, but I think the class will do well.  Many of 

the students in class can read much more challenging books than they did last semester.  In these lessons we 

do a lot of Q&A and I also ask the kids what they can see in the pictures, so they can have some time to speak 

in full sentences.  

Week 1: What's the Weather?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Week 2: Busy, Busy Night 

Week 3: Little Sister, Bug Mess 

Week 4: Review 

 

Math 

MPM this month focuses on counting, adding and subtracting and the box has plastic coins.  This is quite a fun 

unit for the kids since they can play with the money, count it, and we can also role-play buying things.  

Week 1: Counting 

Week 2: Reciting numbers 

Week 3: Money = combining and separating numbers 

Week 4: Review 

 

Physical Education   

I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different games to 

play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students obstacle courses and 

relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 

Week 1: Grab the baton 

Week 2: Obstacle Course  

Week 3: Tricycle Race 

Week 4:  Obstacle Course 

Week 5: Relay Race 



 

Thematic Activity    February's thematic will be Valentine’s Day related.     

 

Song and Dance  

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have some fun 

before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the end of the day 

sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for 

extended periods of time.   

Week 1: We Will Rock You 

Week 2: We Will Rock You 

Week 3: We Will Rock You 

Week 4: We Will Rock You 

 

See you next time! 

Teacher Kevin 
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