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The final month and the last newsletter for the Shark class at Marshall School has arrived, to the 
dread of some and the excitement of others. But the year is not ended yet and there are still a few 
more fun filled weeks to enjoy together before we say our goodbyes. We will follow a theme for 
the country Mexico as we followed Japan’s theme last month, the themes being a guide to some 
activities, but we don’t restrict what we do to this alone, so there are bound to be many other 
random creations to take home as well. The book work will all wind up, and even though some of 
the books are not scheduled to be completed to the last page, we will just go as far as time allows 
and the rest you are welcome to do with them or let the kids do on their own at home.  
 
Reading 
We will continue to pick up some of the older books we’ve read this past semester to help keep 
the kids involved with their reading. They have all been doing really well to read the books on their 
own with very little help.  
Reading really is so important and if the kids continue to grow with reading then so will their 
English ability. 
Thank you for continuing to find the books and sending them in with your kids when Teacher 
Chacha calls for them in her communications with you guys. I realise by now it must feel routine, a 
bit like the spelling every week, although that has already come to an end.  
Just as a further reminder I would like to emphasise the same point I made in the last 
communication: Even though we are practicing the reading material at school, I urge you all to still 
pick up an English story once in a while and have your kids read them to you at home. The revision 
is great practice and keeps their little brains actively returning to ‘English mode’.   
The last book that we haven’t yet picked up will be ‘Big Cats’ and then we will continue to revise 
the older books as mentioned above.  
 
Core Material  
With the core material book, I hope to do a little revision of the units from the previous months if 
we get the chance to do so. This book is actually complete and although it is ready to take home, I 
am delaying this until I am more confident that they mostly understand what the stories are 
about.  
 



 

 

Phonics 
As with most subjects drawing to an end, Phonics has but only 2 more scheduled pages to 
complete. Which is a revision of the rules for ‘es’, ‘ed’ and ‘ing’, and also an introduction to 
syllables, although some of them may already be familiar with. When this is complete however we 
will go over some revision of past exercises and possibly work on some bonus pages too.  
 
Workbook Jump 2 
The same applies to this subject as I mentioned in the phonics. Although here we have 4 pages to 
complete, with 2 of them being revision of prepositions and some spelling of vocabulary for 
places, the other 2 are for verbs and corresponding pictures relating to actions. The book 
continues to focus on verbs and their different forms in a variety of sentence structures. We will 
also be looking at these if we have time to cover them.  
 
Writing 
 
The ‘Write Now!’ book continues to be difficult material to work through, the level really is a step 
above their current ability, at least for the majority of students. I still like to think that the 
exposure to this set of vocabulary and concepts allows for a better understanding of how the 
English language can be used, almost as a guide to provide motivation for a level they can look 
forward to using one day soon if they persevere. The bones of the work also involves interesting 
topics which we discuss at great length in class anyway and the kids all enjoy providing their 
opinions on that.   
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
The MPM Math series has focused a lot on a variety of daily problem solving strategies. We have 
done a lot of conversation practice with these puzzles and while the students all know how to 
count, they are still in need of basic math skill practice, like addition and subtraction of numbers in 
the double digits. 1-20 is mostly their field of view with numbers and beyond is unimaginably big 
for them. More exposure to these bigger numbers will do great for their progress. To finish off the 
box set with this series however we look at more procedural path finding, logic reasoning and 
money subtraction exercises.  
 
Spelling  
We have dropped emphasis on this subject to help relax nearer the end of the semester. Some 
kids put a lot of pressure on themselves to perform well. So we are going to revise words that 
won’t need a lot of practice outside of school time.  
 
Conclusion 
This concludes the final Shark Class Monthly Newsletter. There is no need to say goodbye here, 
since we will still have opportunity for that later on. But I would like to say thank you again to all 
the parents and family for all their support in making kindergarten an enjoyable and educating 
experience for the kids.  
 
Teacher Justin 
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