Whale Class Newsletter
September 2020

Hello Parents,
We are now a month into K5 and | think the class are doing well. Everyone seems to have adapted to
the new material, and the class are doing a good job at keeping up with the busy schedule and the

new writing books. There are no special events planned this month.

Core Material

For core material we are starting chapter 2 of the workshop book, “Buildings All Around”. The story
is called “Cubs in a Hut” and we will also discuss different kinds of buildings in the city. The phonics is
short U and the key words are “could”, “live”, “one”, “then” and “three”. In the final week we will
switch to the anthology book and read the story “The Pigs, The Wolf and the Mud.”

Week 1: Phonics and key words

Week 2: Reading and Q&A

Week 3: Reading and Q&A + free talk

Week 4: Anthology — The Pigs, The Wolf and the Mud

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book)

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar. So we will do the tasks in the workbook and
also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns. The first month is fairly easy and reviews concepts
from the last book, so the class will be able to review what they have learned before we move onto
new things.

Week 1: Have/has + spelling

Week 2: Food and Drink (like/don't like)

Week 3: He eats/he doesn't eat



Week 4: Review week

Phonics

Phonics is very similar to last semester's work. We are using the same series of books, so the kids are
familiar with the exercises we will be doing. The first month seems to be a warm up, with lots of
practice of short vowels. This will be a good opportunity for the class to review and catch up if
needed. | expect we will have lots of extra time so we will also use some of this time for spelling.
Week 1: Sentence writing + comprehension

Week 2: Short Vowels (review)

Week 3: Long a (a i+ ay)

Week 4: Review week

Writing

We have a new book called “Write Now” for the K5 classes. This book is challenging as it requires the
students to write long sentences and do things like write a letter to a friend. It will take a will for
many students to adjust to the large amount of writing required and the very small spaces available
on the page.

Week 1: Singular & plural nouns

Week 2: Food

Week 3: Unit Review - nouns

Week 4: Review week

Story Books

During reading class, | will have a lot of Q & A time to help the kids understand the story.
Week 1: The Three Little Kittens Get Dressed

Week 2: Ready Freddy

Week 3: The Ants Go Marching

Week 4: Review week

Math

This month we start with some fairly easy concepts. In week 1 we will be counting forwards and
backwards and writing numbers. Then identifying missing numbers. We then move onto more
than/less than and will do the sticker book in the final week.

Week 1: Book 2 — Co-ordinates

Week 2: Book 2 — ordinal numbers (first, second) and counting

Week 3: Book 2 — Spatial awareness and counting

Week 4: Review week



Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Grab the baton

Week 2:0bstacle Course

Week 3: Tricycle Race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

Thematic Activity September's thematic will be about the Moon Festival.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: YMCA

Week 2: YMCA

Week 3: You Are My Sunshine

Week 4: You Are My Sunshine

See you next time!

Teacher Kevin
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