
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Koala Class Newsletter 

September 2020 

 
Welcome to the September newsletter. 
 
August was a busy month for Koala Class. For some of the students it was upsetting saying good-
bye to mommy and daddy for the first time. Now, most of the students have started to settle into 
their new school routines. I hope over the next few weeks all of the students will begin to feel 
more comfortable at school. 
 
In September we will continue to learn the alphabet, numbers, shapes, colours, animals, and in-
structions. Everyday I will remind them of the rules. Koala Class has many energetic boys which 
can sometimes lead to a challenging learning environment. I hope over the next few weeks I can 
guide them on how they should behave at school. 
 
Reading 
The first few months will be helping the children settle into school. Eventually 
we will read the reading books several times every day. I am very strict when it comes to reading 
time. Everyone sits down and we read together following the words with our fingers. 
 
Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. I posi-
tively encourage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand. 
 
After reading together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class so their pronunciation 
can be checked and corrected if necessary. Sometimes 
during outdoor play I will give extra reading practice and attention to those who need it. 
Week 1 - We Are Painting 
Week 2 - Big and Small 
Week 3 - I Like Shapes 
Week 4 - Review 
 
Core Material 
The first few weeks will focus on helping the students settle. After, we will read the core material 
reading books. The core material books have some fun stories that use sentences that contain use-
ful words the kids should know. 



Weeks 1-3 Start Smart 
Week 4 - Review 
 
Phonics 
The phonics book has many fun activities for the students. It teaches the kids letter recognition 
and the different sounds they make. 
Week 1 - P31-32 Words that begin with the letter s and practice writing upper and lowercase s. 
Week 2 - P33, 35 Words that begin with the letter s and practice writing upper and lowercase s. 
Week 3 - P36, 38, 39 Words that end with the letter m. Practice writing upper and lowercase t. 
Words that begin with the letter t. 
Week 4 - Review 
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
MPM math is great fun for the new students. It teaches the kids the basics of mathematics in fun 
and interesting ways. Their new MPM boxes are full of stuff to help them learn. 
Week 1 - A2 P6-10 Shape matching. Number recognition 1-3. 
Week 2 - P11-14 Number counting exercises 1-3. Shape and colour matching. 
Week 3 - P15-18 Practice matching shapes, colours, drawing straight lines and circles. 
Week 4 - Review 
 
Conversation 
This is a chance for the students to practice speaking. It teaches them to ask and answer questions 
using full sentences to show off their speaking abilities. 
Week 1 - Unit 3 It is + nouns e.g. It is a pen. 
Week 2 - Unit 4 Simple conversations e.g. Is it and apple? Yes, it is. 
Week 3 - Unit 5 What is it? It is a bed. 
Week 4 - Review  
 
Gross / Fine Motor Skills 
These books introduce the students to the alphabet. They contain activities such as colouring and 
stickers.  
 
Song and Dance 
We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote confidence. 
 
Song & dance is also a great way to wake the kids up in the mornings and get them ready & ener-
gised for the days lessons. 
Week 1 - Teddy Bear, Where is Thumbkin 
Weeks 2 & 3 - Colour Songs 
Week 4 - Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed 
 
Courtesy / Healthy Habits / Safety 
The students are taught the rules such as washing their hands after going to the bathroom and 
before eating, no running in school, no fighting, saying please and thank you etc. 
It is important to explain from the start the way students are expected to behave and to explain 
that naughty behaviour will result in restricted playtime or rewards. 
This activity is taught in the classroom and as a tour around the school and outdoor play. 
 
Thematic Activities 



Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a country or festival. 
Thematic studies are once per week and last for one month on the same subject. 
 
Students will learn about other cultures, countries, and events from all over the world. 
 
Library 
Once a week the class will visit the library to read English reading books. This a popular lesson with 
the kids because they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story. 
 
The class will sit and listen to the teacher and enjoy looking at the pictures in the book as the story 
is read to them. 
 
They also have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by them-
selves or with mommy & daddy. 

 
That concludes the Koala Class monthly newsletter for September. 
 
We will also have the parents evening which will give us a chance to meet to discuss the progress 
of each student. I look forward to seeing you then. 
 
If you have any comments, concerns, or you just want to chat with me, feel free to write me a 
message in the English weekly communication books. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Teacher Rich 
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