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November 2020 

 
Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,  
 
October was a busy month, as are most months at Marshall School, with a big ending celebrating 
Halloween. The Dinosaur class students have been doing well to try follow all of their teachers 
instructions, there are a few moments here and there where students have forgotten the routine 
and rules, but gentle reminders keep them on their toes as we go.  
Class time is becoming more of a dedicated time and kids are not messing around as much to get 
settled and ready to learn. Likewise finishing classes has also become more efficient, although the 
motivation to play is very strong here.  
All the rules setting and getting used to routine however has set us back a little in the bookwork 
schedule, but this is also due to extra time being spent on improving writing and oral phonics. The 
pages number only 3 or 4, and we will catch them up quickly, I am sure.  
 
Reading 
We are still practicing in much the same way as before, but only with varying amounts of time 
spent on each of the board, games and actual point and read.  
Pointing to words has improved dramatically over the past couple months. And those who have 
been trying to sound words, count and point accurately have clearly benefited the most. Other 
students who concentrate less so are falling behind and as the pace quickens, this gap may 
increase. While I try my best to chase after all students to follow suite, this is not always possible, 
and kids enjoy deceptively obeying to avoid being singled out. During word recognition activities it 
is not possible to ‘pretend following’ and this is when all the cracks shine for those who have not 
been. 
I would like to ask for the continued assistance from parents to read books at home, for those that 
do, at times it can be hard to see the progress when alongside it, but like watching children grow, 
when you don't see them a short while, it is shocking how much bigger they get, and those that 
see them everyday don't realise it as much. Their reading ability grows in profound ways, from just 
a very little practice every week. And those that don’t only provide a point in relative difference 
for others progress. Like one person walking and the other sitting still, one will move some 
distance while the other goes nowhere.   



 

 

  
This month we will be doing a lot of drama play practice, and most reading comes from their lines 
in the play. We do however read “Is it a Baby Animal?” at the end of the month, after the drama 
play. 
Week 1: Prepare for Drama Play 
Week 2: Prepare for Drama Play 
Week 3: Prepare for Drama Play 
Week 4: “Is it a Baby Animal?” 
 
Core Material  
With a couple stories to catch up on in this subject, we will be able to spruce up the reading 
practice for the month while reviewing the phonics rules from them too. Also I plan to break up 
and spread out drama play practice between reading and core material classes with 10-15min 
intervals of rehearsals and the remainder in lessons. This tends to work quite well as an extra 
distraction and the kids don’t lose concentration as easily.    
  
Phonics 
 
This subject has remained at the frontline of my teaching strategy, and the kids are listening more 
intently to the sounds of words and throughout. When they get a better grasp of what they hear 
and make better connections to the sounds of letters, then they really start to accelerate their 
learning. Spelling becomes easier, reading and word recognition also, and pronunciation all start 
reaching fluency.  
For now we will focus on the building blocks behind these goals and solidify short vowels, this 
month we will continue with short ‘i’ and then hopefully introduce short ‘o’ before December. All 
the while practicing a wide range of consonant sounds to make all these cvc words a reality.  
This coming month we will look into  
Week 1: Short ‘a’ words in sentences 
Week 2: Short ‘i’ words to pictures 
Week 3: Blending phonemes 
Week 4: Spelling and writing short ‘i’ words 
 
Workbook Jump 
Jump gives great daily grammar practice and usage. We have been trying to and continue to revise 
the use of ‘a’ vs ‘an’ for vowel sound starting words and also the use of ‘they/it’ and ‘is/are’ for 
both questions and answers to statements about a variety of nouns both singular and plural. We 
have also expanded on the negative forms as well with contractions too, (‘are not’/ ‘aren’t’) and 
this month we will continue with the singular contractions and the negative form (‘is not’/ ‘isn’t’), 
plus a variety of revision before and after a series of drama practices.  
Week 1: new vocabulary 
Week 2: “Yes, it is. No, it isn’t” 
Week 3: What color is.. ? It’s…. 
Week 4: Review 
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
MPM has had a fair amount of enthusiasm shared during lesson time, the colors and pictures all 
make for excitement that the kids really enjoy. We covered a great many critical thinking concepts 
that seem a bit complicated for kindergarten level at times, but then the kids all show a good 



 

 

understanding by the end of it. This month we will finish off the remainder of what has fallen 
behind a bit, but concentrate mostly on drama play practice.  
 
Thank you,  
Teacher Justin 
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