
 

 

 

Whale Class Newsletter 

January 2021 

 

Hello Parents, 

It's January, so the special event is the reading competition.  We will use some of the reading classes 

for review. However, the class are good readers, so they won't need to much practice to do a good 

job. 

 

Core Material 

This month we will read the anthology book.  There is a story and also a  non-fiction story called “Kids 

can Help”, which is about recycling. In the fourth week we will change back to the workshop book. 

The chapter is called “Lets Help” and contains a story about a rabbit who helps others.  For phonics 

we will cover “th”, “sh” and “-ng”.  The key words are “all”, “call”, “day”, “her” and “want”.  

Week 1: Anthology  - Nell's Books                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Week 2: Anthology - Kids Can Help 

Week 3: Anthology  - Reading and free talk 

Week 4: Workshop  - Phonics and vocabulary 

Week 5: Workshop  - Reading and Q&A 

 

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book) 

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar.  So we will do the tasks in the workbook and 

also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns.  This month we are looking mainly at have/don't 

have and answering “do you...” questions. 

Week 1: Does/doesn't 

Week 2: Belongings 2  

Week 3: Does he/she have... 

Week 4: Questions and negative statements...  

 

Phonics 



Phonics is very similar to last semester's work.  We are using the same series of books, so the kids are 

familiar with the exercises we will be doing.   The month we will cover a range of different concepts. 

We have already spent a lot of time on consonant blends, so the class are familiar with the topic of 

week 1. For the rest of the month we will look at syllables and then the letter y.  The month will finish 

with a review. 

Week 1: Consonant blends review  

Week 2: Syllables 

Week 3: y as a vowel 

Week 4: review 

    

 

Writing 

We have a new book called “Write Now” for the K5 classes. The class are now making good progress 

with this book and need less assistance to complete the work. In week 1 we will finish the daily 

routine subject and the kids will write about the different things a character in the book does.  The 

rest of the month is spent on the new chapter - “My Family likes playing”, which is about leisure 

activities and also covers the present continuous. The kids are somewhat familiar with this verb tense 

as I often ask them “what is he/she doing” when we look at the story books.  

Week 1: Froggy's Day (routine)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Week 2: My family likes playing (leisure) 

Week 3: Review pages 

Week 4: Present continuous (describe a picture)  

 

Story Books   

While some of this semester's books are quite complex, others are actually easy than last year's 

books.  For this reason we do a lot of Q&A and also practice spelling some of the words from the 

stories. The kids don't need to much preparation for the reading competition. They are good readers 

and are also familiar with the books.  

Week 1: Little Bird                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Week 2: Reading Contest Preparation  

Week 3: Reading Contest Preparation  

Week 4: Too Late Harry! 

 

Math 

This month we will be completing book 4 of MPM. The topics are all things we've already done. We 

will start with subtraction, which the class are doing a good job on and this will continue into week 2.  

After that we will look at ordinal numbers and then properties – grouping different items by color or 

shape, etc. 

Week 1: Subtraction 

Week 2: Subtraction  

Week 3: Ordinal numbers (first, second, third, etc.) 

Week 4: Properties  



 

Physical Education    

I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different 

games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students 

obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 

Week 1: Grab the baton 

Week 2: Obstacle Course  

Week 3: Tricycle Race 

Week 4: Obstacle Course 

 

Thematic Activity    

January's thematic will be about  winter.  

 

Song and Dance 

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have  

some fun before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the  

end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some  

fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.   

Week 1: When We Work Together 

Week 2: When We Work Together 

Week 3: A Goat in a Boat 

Week 4: A Goat in a Boat 

See you next time! 

Teacher Kevin 
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