Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter
January 2021

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

December really is a great month for kids, Christmas is just all about kids having fun and being
rewarded for being good. With all the themed decorations and activities relating to this season,
everywhere not just in school. The Christmas show will have been a great joy for all the kids too,
with music and dancing, games and gifts from Santa. January is set to be eventful as well with a
fresh start to a new year and chinese new year around the corner in February. In the meantime we
will continue to press on with the phonics and reading progress which seems to have good
momentum.

Reading

We have been focusing a lot on word recognition during the December reads, and most of the
students have been picking up on this much better, with plenty practice pointing out and saying
isolated words that are not next to related pictures. | hope to continue in this way, while still
reading the books with pictures often.

In January we will have a reading contest where students will need to know how to read a
collection of selected books that we have most recently learned in class. Teacher Vivi will be
asking parents soon to start sending in the books from the list when we know it, in the meantime,
is it possible to continue reading all the books that the kids have taken home from previous weeks.
The more they practice, the better.

This month we will only have one book before the contest and another in the final week.
Week 1: So Many Houses

Week 2: Reading Contest Review

Week 3: Reading Contest Review

Week 4: Inu Duck’s Toy

Core Material



| have introduced the ‘I’ letter blends story to the kids (‘A Pig for Cliff), and we will explore these
blends in more detail this month. Words related will be popping up in the phonics book and the
workbook as well. | like to revise the older stories in both core books which cover the easier short
vowels, these quick references help to reinforce what they already know and also helps others
who didn’t quite get it to work on that lightbulb moment.

We are also gathering a collection of varied letter blends which live on the whiteboard as we come
across them, so that we can constantly practice them, sounding them and recognising them more
easily for when we see them again in new words. This links up more importantly with phonics
strategy though.

Phonics

The focus on short vowel and CVC words has not let up just yet, | am enforcing these until they are
second nature for the kids. Short vowels and short words are the backbone for the English
language, they provide comprehensive practise of all the letter sounds as initial or final sounds, as
well as the vowels which are everywhere and always. We still need to cover the short ‘u’ cvc table
as soon as we finish up on short ‘o’, and then | hope to circulate constantly through all the tables
and then randomly to keep the kids guessing on their toes.

We have been doing the exercises in the phonics book as they link up with our other short vowel
practice, but also have the odd page of review for other letters. By the end of January we will have
covered all the short vowels and will be in practice mode, with assessments and reviews.

January will look a little like this:

Week 1: Short ‘u’ in segments, short ‘0’ reviews

Week 2: Short ‘u’ and short ‘o’ reviews and word usage, as well sound in segments
Week 3: Short ‘e’ reviews and assessments, building words

Week 4: Catch up or review

Workbook Jump

We have caught up the schedule quite easily in the workbook, however the kids all need heaps
more practice with the conversation sentence structures taught. They are all very good with the
vocabulary, colors and transportation being quite easy subjects, but the correct usage of this and
that needs some more time as well as answering in full sentences for it/they, is/are, isn’t/aren’t.
We continue to practice these while moving onto nouns and adjectives recognising and
categorizing them. And then onto the correct use of capitals and periods.

This month looks a bit like this:
Week 1: Nouns and Adjectives

Week 2: These/ Those

Week 3: This/ That and These/ Those
Week 4: Capitals and periods

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

January we will be looking at another variety of MPM classic activities and exercises using colors
and shapes and animals. We will cover basic concepts of inside and out, above and below, left and
right, and other related movements. We will also be practicing various exercises on counting by
spaces, shapes and colours with objects, as well as practicing spatial correspondence with
concepts of colour and plane area. Basically describing where things are and which things are
there....

This month will look a little like this:



Week 1: Above, below, left and right.

Week 2: Spatial concept, placing shapes and objects in correct position, color and shape matching
Week 3: Same spatial concept for inside and outside including sentence structure

Week 4: Counting, plane relative positions

While these subjects cover the majority of what we do in class, there is a large amount of other
educational concepts that we are constantly working on. Behavioural issues are always requiring
attention and the kids have all started to progress in this with a better understanding of how class
time requires greater concentration. Although there is an air/ atmosphere of serious concern at
times, it is at these times that students are learning when it is appropriate to play and laugh and
have fun, and when it is time to concentrate.

Thank you,
Teacher Justin
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