
 

 

 

Whale Class Newsletter 

February 2021 

Hello Parents, 

It's the last semester, and the kids made a lot of really good progress. They continue to improve, 

especially in terms of writing.  This semester's material will be basically the same as last semester.  

We will be using the same Write Now and Jump books.   

As you know I will not be here in February, but the substitute, teacher Emil has a lot of experience 

and I am sure he will do a good job for the 3 weeks of classes this month. 

 

Core Material 

For the first 3 weeks we are using the workshop book.  The chapter called “What Time is It”?  The key 

words are “away”, “now”, “some”, “today”, “why” and “way”.   For phonics we are looking at Long A, 

which the kids are very familiar with. The unit topic is telling the time, which we have done a lot in 

other stories recently. 

At the end of the month we will switch to the anthology book.  The chapter is called “On My Way To 

School”.  Its about a boy's journey to school.  The non-fiction part of the story is “It's about Time”, 

which is about life in the past and life now.  This is a good opportunity to practice comparative 

sentences. 

Week 1: Vocab and phonics                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Week 2: Story  

Week 3: Story + Q&A  

Week 4: Anthology story.  

 

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book) 

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar.  So we will do the tasks in the workbook and 

also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns. 



This semester we will start with a review of last month's spelling and grammar and then go onto 

times of day and daily routine. The class covered a lot of this material last month so they should find 

this relatively easy. 

Week 1: Spelling/grammar review 

Week 2: Telling time  

Week 3: He has lunch at X o'clock 

Week 4: Daily Routine 

 

Phonics 

Phonics is very similar to last semester's work.  We are using the same series of books, so the kids are 

familiar with the exercises we will be doing.   The ideas we will look at this month are new, but 

actually the kids are familiar with many of the words used, especially the diagraphs and r-controlled 

vowels.   

Week 1: Silent letters (kn, wr...) 

Week 2: Starting and final diagraphs (th, sh,ch,ck, etc...) 

Week 3: r-controlled vowels (bark, barn, etc...) 

Week 4: r-controlled vowels (bark, barn, etc...) 

    

Writing 

We will complete the “Write Now” book this semester. The class are doing a good job on the book 

and they can now write in full sentences with only a little spelling help from me. 

In week 1 we will finish the My Family chapter and the kids will write about the different things they 

do with their families.  The rest of the month is spent on the new chapter - “Lost and Found”, which 

focuses on adjectives. The class are familiar with most of the common adjectives and we will spend 

more time on sentence writing. 

Week 1:  My Family Essay                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Week 2: Lost and Found (adjectives) 

Week 3: Sequencing adjectives 

Week 4: Write a lost and found poster 

 

Story Books   

Reading classes will remain largely unchanged.  The books vary a lot in difficulty and we will continue 

to use the classes for  Q&A and also practice spelling some of the words from the stories. (We will 

read the same book twice because of the timing of Chinese New Year) 

Week 1: A Bean Plant Grows                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Week 2: Red in Summer 

Week 3:Red in Summer 



Week 4: Horses 

 

Math 

We have a new set of MPM books, which are fairly similar to the material from the last semester.   

Week 1: Counting Objects and Spatial Correspondence.      

Week 2: Reciting numbers 11-15.   

Week 3: Combination and Separation of Numbers.        

Week 4: Combination and Separation of Numbers.   

 

Physical Education    

I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different 

games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students 

obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 

Week 1: Grab the baton 

Week 2: Obstacle Course  

Week 3: Tricycle Race 

Week 4: Obstacle Course 

 

Thematic Activity    

February's thematic will be about Chinese New Year. 

 

Song and Dance 

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have 

some fun before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the 

end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some 

fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.   

Week 1: Dancing Queen   

Week 2: Dancing Queen     

Week 3: Dancing Queen     

Week 4:Dancing Queen    

 

See you next time! 

Teacher Kevin 
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