Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter
March 2021

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

February has been a very short month with a nice holiday to celebrate family gatherings and the
wishes for success and happiness in the coming new year. Kids and teachers alike feel like
February is an easy warm up to the more intensive routines ahead in March and April. The next big
event is already on the horizon and we are beginning to think and plan for the next drama play.
We may also be having a sports day and a road trip, but these will be confirmed later, when we
are more confident it is safe to do so at the time.

Without revealing all too soon, let's have a look at what March has in store for the kids.

Reading

Reading is a very familiar routine for the kids and has even begun to feel a little mundane or
monotonous, so as ever | will try to change things up to keep the attention and motivation of the
kids during this period. | worry that the need to change how we proceed during these sessions will
be a hindrance to some of the slower kids still settling into current routines. But as with
everything, change is always around the corner and we must learn to adapt quickly or be left
behind to try catch the next train, so to speak.

| have enforced a lot of intensive reading practice in a group as a foundation to these lessons
however which remains a constant for those feeling a little turned around with any new activities.
Playing games also remains an incentive to complete the ground work properly before any fun is
allowed. So attention and concentration are tested constantly.

These are what we can look forward to this month:
Week 1: Eat your Peas Louise

Week 2: Stinky Clothes

Week 3: Sometimes Things Change

Week 4: One Smart Fish

Core Material



These books and as a subject have evolved to be a form of conversation practice using the current
grammar and vocabulary learnt in phonics, Jump and the stories of both reading and McGrawhill
Wonders. While | try to have all students participate in discussions and encourage them
individually to repeat sentences used in these conversations, it is common for sessions to revolve
around the most excited and enthusiastic to contribute students. Trying to answer questions and
share stories, whether incorrect language is used or not, is a cornerstone to progress in using the
language. Which is also why we encourage students to use English throughout the day and in
between class. The more they use it the easier it becomes to use.

Phonics

After a lot of short vowel structured lessons and other reviews and drills for these, we will all be
relieved to move onto new things. Hopefully we have solidified most of the letter sounds and
short vowels and some simple blends so that the next step will be easier to understand and work
through. Even so we will be constantly revising the older phonics work as those words and
structures all come up constantly in daily use as well.

March will look a little like this:

Week 1: Long Vowel ‘ai’, a_e, ay
Week 2: Long ‘ie’. ‘', ‘igh’, ‘i_e’
Week 3: Reviews and assessment

Week 4: Reviews and assessment

Workbook Jump

With some more preposition reviews and new vocabulary, we will be seeing a mix of sentence
structures that we can be looking forward to. We will be practicing some forms of questions that
relate to these as well. ‘Where is..?” and ‘Where are...? while emphasizing the difference in plural
and singular forms. Vocabulary will also include locations around the house and also toys shortly
after.

This month looks a bit like this:

Week 1: Vocabulary “around the house”

Week 2: ‘is’ vs ‘are’, numbers and spelling

Week 3: Toys

Week 4: ‘is there....”, ‘are there...’

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

This month we will be looking to practice reproducing shapes and patterns using a variety of
objects, shapes and colors. While also using numbers in matching exercises to activities for stories
that were recreated in the book.

This month will look a little like this:

Week 1: Pathfinding

Week 2: Number writing practice

Week 3: Spatial correspondence, fine motor skill practice with threading lace.
Week 4: Properties, colors and shapes

Conclusion



Dinosaur class is a real joy to manage and all the students have come into their own having found
friends, comfort and security in their daily environment at school. They have more prominent
individual requirements now and the difference in progress from one student to another is only
starting to reveal how much effort they are willing to put in as well as their own talents and
inclinations. Some students show an affinity for writing, as an example, but their reading and word
recognition needs a lot more work, while others can be completely opposite, and need more work
with writing than they do on reading. This balance among peers | hope will balance naturally as we
persist to practice evenly around all skill development.

Any contributed efforts from parents at home make mountains of a difference too, and even 5min
a day reading with your kids will make such a massive difference. | can not emphasise enough how
important parents encouragement and assistance at home will help with speedy progress.
Children progress so much more slowly if they rely on school to not only learn but to practice as
well.

As always you are welcome to ask and comment anything to me or through Tr. Vivi.

Thank you,
Teacher Justin
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