
 

 

 

Whale Class Newsletter 

April 2021 

 

Hello Parents, 

It's April and our special event this month is the school field trip to Flying Cow Ranch.  As you know 

we haven't had a trip for some time so it's nice that the kids can get a day out to somewhere special.  

Otherwise this is a normal month and we will continue on with our normal activities. 

 

Core Material   

This month will be split between the 2 core material books.  For the first 2 weeks we will look at 

Watch it Grow, which is about planting seeds and growing things.  We will then switch the the 

anthology (big book) and look at the same theme. There is a story called “The Big Yuca Plant” and an 

article called “how plants grow”.  There are lots of interesting things to discuss for this topic, like the 

different parts of plants. 

Week 1: Vocab and phonics                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Week 2: Story  

Week 3: Story + Q&A  

Week 4: Anthology story.  

 

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book) 

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar.  So we will do the tasks in the workbook and 

also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns. 

This month we will look at prepositions of place, which is also the theme of ”Write Now” and 

numbers. The prepositions of place topic is about places in the home and where we keep things.   

Week 1: Where is X + Prepositions of place 

Week 2: Where does he/she sit/sleep/etc...  



Week 3: Numbers 20 to 60. 

Week 4: Spelling and Grammar review 

 

Phonics 

Phonics is very similar to last semester's work.  We are using the same series of books, so the kids are 

familiar with the exercises we will be doing.    

This month starts with a review of ow and ou words like brown and sound.  It then moves onto 

contractions, which the kids are somewhat familiar with, particularly the word “don't”.  At the end of 

the month we will go onto abbreviations – Mr, Mrs.. etc.. 

Week 1: Assessment – ou+ow words 

Week 2: Contractions 

Week 3: Contractions 

Week 4:Abbreviations  

 

Writing 

We will complete the “Write Now” book this semester. The class are doing a good job on the book 

and they can now write in full sentences with only a little spelling help from me. 

This month’s chapter is “Treasure Hunt”, which is about different shops and other locations found in 

cities and towns. The chapter also teaches prepositions of place like “next to” and “between”. 

Week 1:  Vocabulary and reading comprehension                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Week 2: Prepositions of place 

Week 3:Make your own treasure map 

Week 4: Review + make another map 

 

Story Books   

Reading classes will remain largely unchanged.  The books vary a lot in difficulty and we will continue 

to use the classes for  Q&A and also practice spelling some of the words from the stories.  

Week 1: You Have to Break Some Eggs                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Week 2: Parrots 

Week 3: Critters in Camouflage 

Week 4: Cinderella  

 

Math 

We have a new set of MPM books, which are fairly similar to the material from the last semester. This 

month we have pattern recognition, addition and set theory – which is grouping items based on 

similarities.  E.G. All red items together, all candies together.     

Week 1:Patterns – colors, shapes and numbers 



Week 2: Addition 

Week 3: Set theory 

Week 4: Set theory 

 

Physical Education   

I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different 

games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students 

obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 

Week 1: Cross the Islands 

Week 2: Hula-hoop Race 

Week 3:  Tricycle Race 

Week 4: Obstacle Course 

 

Thematic Activity    

April's thematic will be about international cultures.   

 

Song and Dance 

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have 

some fun before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the 

end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some 

fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.   

Week 1: Forever Young   

Week 2: Forever Young     

Week 3: Forever Young     

Week 4: Forever Young   

 

See you next time! 

Teacher Kevin 
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