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Dear Parents,

Another month with Monkey class has flown by and we are now approaching the spring season
that brings us new life and warmth in the air. We have a busy month ahead; | am working on the
drama play and trying to decide what characters are best fit for each child. | am excited for my first
drama play and hope that you all will find it entertaining! We still have a field trip day coming up
on the 13th (Tuesday) of April! | am so excited for my first field trip with Monkey class. | believe
we are going to a farm outside the city and learning about all the animals, as well as getting to see
what rustic, country living looks like here in Taiwan. | am sure it differs greatly from American
farms so | am excited to learn about this as well. | think the fresh air and getting outside will also
be great for everyone, can’t wait! As always, | am wishing your families the best and always happy

to communicate with you if you have any questions. ©

Reading

Reading is always a work in progress and | have been constantly trying to change it up for the kids
this past month so it doesn’t feel like a stagnant, boring routine. Honestly, | will say some days it
seems to really work and other days just feel like the kids are not present or have any interest in
the book. I think this really depends on how much they like the story of what they are reading, so |
am finding ways to make it fun for them. Like | mentioned, many of these books are quite difficult
for kids this age, so | am always amazed by their ability to keep up with the majority of the
materials in class. Practice obviously makes perfect so we will keep practicing as much as possible!
Week 1: What Can Insects Do?

Week 2: Being Me

Week 3: At Home in a Shell

Week 4: Wind



Phonics

Phonics class this month has gone really well. | have to say, | am really happy that the kids grasp
the understanding of long-A vowels so well. | was very surprised at how quick they understood the
difference between the short and long vowel sounds. | tried to repeat words and sentences
everyday so it stuck, and | think it really did! Next that comes will be long-O vowel sounds. | think
learning these new materials slowly will be better if we want Monkey class to retain these
pronunciations well. And we have time to make sure we do it correctly. | am pleasantly surprised
about their progress, so many of the kids are really so bright!

Week 1: Long Vowel O- Reading Comprehension (o_e, oa, ow)

Week 2: Phonetic Long O in Sentences

Week 3: Phonetic Short O (Connecting Sounds to Symbol)

Week 4: Word Building with Long O vowels

Core Material

We are getting better with the Anthology and Workshop textbooks and catching up slowly. | am
trying to review the old material as well so the children don’t forget. So far, the kids are doing
really great in grasping these short stories and reading the sentences in the books. These books
are a good way to indicate your child’s progress in school. | say this because they contain many
simple words, sentences, and phonetic sounds that recap a majority of what we are learning in
each subject throughout the day.

Week 1: Unit 1-5 Workshop (Map It)

Week 2: Unit 1-5 Workshop (Which Way to the Map)

Week 3: Unit 1-5 Workshop (Make It Better)

Week 4: Unit 1-5 Workshop (Plural Nouns)

Conversation

Monkey class does really well with the “Jump” textbook. Again, because this textbook outlines
proper ways to form sentences, especially in speech, this gives them a chance to not only improve
their sentence writing practice, but also how to converse in English in a way that flows correctly. |
know because in Mandarin, many sentences are spoken in an opposite order compared to English
so this gives us a chance to practice speaking. The majority of the class have really no issues with
this so | am very happy!

Week 1: Complete Sentences (Yes/No there is/isn’t)

Week 2: Puzzle Chest (Colors, Numbers, Animals)

Week 3: Read the Color/ Answer (Yes/No there are/aren’t)

Week 4: Asking Questions in Complete Sentences (Are there any...?)

Songs and Movement
The kids are becoming a lot more manageable during this time period and many of them have

found their groove with the songs we play. | know that some of you parents have great taste in



music because of the suggestions | get from the kids. Keep this up, | love teaching them new songs
that they enjoy singing and dancing to!

Week 1 This Is the Way We Take a Bath

Week 2: This is the Way We Take a Bath

Week 3: London Bridge

Week 4: London Bridge

Math

MPM has become one of the smoothest transitions in class simply because all the kids do well in
grasping the concepts of MPM, and seem to really be engaged during our lesson. | believe this is
due to the fun and stimulating approach that MPM takes, and it’s not too difficult for the children.
| have level up-ed my method and now take on one table at a time during MPM while the other
kids practice writing sentences. That way we can save some time!

Week 1: WB D3 (Quantity Comprehension)

Week 2: WB D3 (More Than or Less Than >/<)

Week 3: WB D3 (Measurements)

Week 4: WB D3 (Matching Shapes and Numbers)

Thematic Activity

International Culture

Yay! The kids are getting better at using scissors and cutting! | think slowly but surely their motor
skills are becoming stronger. Many of them cut out the Easter eggs by themselves during our
thematic activity in March and did a wonderful job! We made a fun paper machete for Easter and |
think the kids enjoyed this. This month we are focusing on international culture and so every week

we will be choosing a different country to discuss and explore!

Physical Education

Physical education is an important part of our weekly schedule as the children have some time for
free movement and to learn more structured ways of exercise. | tried to incorporate dodgeball
into our curriculum this past month. However, | do not believe that it was received well as the
children did not seem to understand what this game entails. Perhaps dodgeball is a bit advanced

for them but | will try it again another time because | believe they would really enjoy it.

Warm Regards,

Jennifer
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Warm Regards,
Jennifer



