
 

 

 

Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter  

April 2021 

 

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,  

 

March has been a good solid consistently routine month, with equal classes per day per week and 

more or less over the whole month. Meaning the kids have been ever more aware what to expect 

and so the amount of efficiency has improved greatly. We have managed to cover more ground in 

subject matter and had much better and longer revision periods. This has allowed the kids a solid 

foundation for long vowels and short vowels, as well as listening instruction, location discussions 

for objects and places as well as a mountain of well practiced vocabulary from the grammar and 

phonics books. Plus the reading books have all been read and revised and activities galore to 

implant word recognition and phonetic strategy. All in all it has been a very productive month and 

there has been nice progress across the board this month.  

Let’s have a run down of the subjects and also see what’s to come.  

 

Reading 

Dinosaur class have had ups and downs with reading all through February and March. At times 

they seem to develop such good word recognition and other times they struggle. Perhaps this 

comes down to certain types of words, although the similarities are unfounded. I have been trying 

to bring more fun ways into the way we read books during this period as sometimes the 

monotonous style of repeat and say just wastes everyone's time. They don’t remember any of it. 

Some students still maintain good form with pointing while reading and equally when others are 

reading too. While other students become complacent and their fingers wonder or they tap the 

page indiscriminately, and don’t point to the words being read at all. When this begins to happen, 

I enforce the rule as a whole and the class must suffer the relearning process of determined 

pointing. Which they thoroughly dislike, so it doesn’t happen often at all. I believe the overall 



 

 

reading ability in the class however has improved dramatically over the past few months and 

learning new books in a week takes a lot quicker than it used to, leaving plenty of time for extra 

games when the discipline allows for it.  

 

These are what we can look forward to this month: 

Week 1: Being Me 

Week 2: At Home in a Shell 

Week 3: What Can Insects Do?  

Week 4: Who Needs Water 

 

Phonics 

Long vowel sounds have been playing a major role in the class at the moment and all focus is on 

differentiating the short and long types. So far we have covered ‘a’ and ‘i’ and later this month we 

will be trying out long ‘o’ (o_e, oa, ow), by the end of the month we should be onto long ‘u’. Plus a 

bunch of revision to make sure the kids are top of the other long vowels we’ve covered as well as 

the short vowel from ages ago.  

 

March will look a little like this: 

 Week 1: Long ‘o’ introduction (o_e) 

Week 2: Onsets and Rimes (_ose, _oat, _ow) 

Week 3: Long and short comparison  

Week 4: Long ‘o’ review and assessment exercises 

 

Workbook Jump 

The Jump1 book is still mostly asking for a higher level of understanding from the students, both in 

reading and also vocabulary. We are however on schedule, but have not enforced crystal clear 

understanding of the material, although the work in the book does repeat a lot of vocabulary that 

we cover elsewhere too and also some concepts taught in the MPM Math and the story books. I 

hope that the most productive sense coming from these subjects are the conversation practiced 

during the class time revolving around the topics in the books.  

Week 1: New vocabulary (in the garden) 

Week 2: Sentence structure. (There are…./ There aren’t)  

Week 3: Question structure. (Are there any…? Yes, there are/ No, there aren’t) 

Week 4: Review and assess grammar exercises  

 

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 

By the end of the month we will start practicing more intensely for the drama play, but for the first 

little bit we will be working on more counting objects and greater than or smaller than using 

pacman indicators. The kids will also learn some more useful size comparisons and height using 

various shapes, objects and creatures or animals.   



 

 

 

This month will look a little like this: 

Week 1: Greater than and smaller than 

Week 2: Measurement 

Week 3: Size comparison and properties matching 

Week 4: Practice Drama Play 

 

Conclusion  

That concludes the monthly newsletter, I have tried to summarise a lot as I understand that too 

much information can be cumbersome and difficult to follow. As usual I will maintain the weekly 

communications and if you can continue to raise any concerns and feedback, then Teacher Vivi 

and I will address them as best and as quickly as we can.  

 

Thank you,  

Teacher Justin 
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Phonics 

“ a” “ i” “ o” o_e oa ow
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