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Dear Parents,

I think the highlight of April was definitely the field trip Marshall took to the Flying Cow Ranch- at
least | thought it was a good time! It was a great bonding experience for everyone in Monkey class.
| feel like the children learned a lot and | got to see more of their personalities outside of
school-which was awesome. | hope that was a memorable experience for all the kids, even if a few
of them thought the best part of the trip was the bus ride! This month in May our focus is going to
be on the drama play. | have been practicing with them and all the children are having a really fun
time with their lines. | am glad they find my writing humorous because | didn’t want it to be too
serious. | hope you all will enjoy the play as well; | am excited for the turnout! We are also focusing
on other long vowel sounds in class. We have completed long-a and long-i and are moving on to o
and u. | am constantly amazed by how fast the kids process things, and their incredible ability to
remember! | hope to continue on this trajectory of learning, it has been really rewarding to see
Monkey class’s progress over the last few months. Thanks for all your help and encouragement at
home. | appreciate it!

Sincerely,

Jennifer

Reading

There has been a significant change in our reading routine this last month and | think it has gotten
Monkey class in a steady groove to improve reading all around. | started reading the books a few
times with everyone with their fingers pointing at the words. | have made this into a fun game by
doing finger stretching exercises with the kids everyday. After this, they take their books to their
desk and | play another game where they need to find and circle certain words. | will usually pick

words that we are learning about (long vowels) or words that create a proper sentence structure



(noun, adjective, verb, etc.). The kids seem to enjoy this game a lot and it has helped them with
their word recognition as well.

Week 1: Who Needs Water

Week 2: Drama Play Rehearsal

Week 3: Drama Play Rehearsal

Week 4: Sleepy Bear

Phonics

We ended phonics last month with learning long-i vowel sounds vs. short-i vowel sounds. We are a
bit behind in the phonics books, and | skipped over the long-i vowels in the last newsletter, so we
will actually be targeting long-o vowel sounds this month. We had some opportunities in the book
to create sentences using long-i words, and the kids well with this. | am really proud of how fast
they understood the differences between short and long vowel sounds, especially because they
are all slightly different. (i_e, igh, ie). This makes me feel confident that the other long vowels will
be easier for them to catch on. It is great to see Monkey class level up with their learning!

Week 1: Long Vowel O- Reading Comprehension (o_e, oa, ow)

Week 2: Phonetic Long O in Sentences

Week 3: Phonetic Short O (Connecting Sounds to Symbol)

Week 4: Word Building with Long O vowels

Core Material

We are officially onto the new Anthology and Workshop textbooks; | sent home the old books with
the kids. | hope that if you ever have time at home, you can pull out these materials and have your
child read them to you. This way they can always review and not forget so quickly. | read through
each book 2 times with them and most everyone was able to read the majority of the text on their
own, so | felt comfortable sending it home with them. Again, | feel like these books are a bit
underrated, but | feel like they are the perfect level to gage how our class is doing. This month we
will be continuing onward, | am treating this class much like reading and making sure each student
is using their fingers and engaged during. It helps to have discussions together as a class as well
and it becomes a fun time for them to ask questions and share to parts that they relate with.
Week 1: Unit 2-1 Reading (Map It)

Week 2: Unit 2-1 Reading (Firefighters at Work)

Week 3: Unit 2-1 Workshop (Our Community)

Week 4: Unit 2-1 Workshop (Good Job, Ben! short e)

Conversation

Last month we were focusing on Unit 5 in our Jump textbook. We learned about sentence
structure, how to answer questions in complete sentences, the difference between plural and
singular, colors, numbers, and even about furniture and rooms. | think the kids really enjoy this

book, as do | because | think it does a good job keeping things light and fun for everyone. This



month | am aiming to finish Unit 6 and depending on how well the kids do, move on to Unit 7 if we
have time. We will be learning how to spell correctly, as well as how to converse in a proper
manner. | am also going to be teaching them the use of commas and apostrophes in shortening
sentences and words. This is challenging but | have faith Monkey class can understand the basics
pretty quickly!

Week 1: Spelling and Location of Toys (There is, There’s)

Week 2: Asking and Answering (Is/Isn’t, Use of Question Mark)

Week 3: Puzzle Chest in the Garden (Animals, Plants, Colors, Numbers)

Week 4: Using Numbers and Plurals to Answer (Are/ Aren’t)

Songs and Movement

Our focus for the majority of this month will be songs for our drama play. | started the process of
picking some songs last month, and narrowing down the selection based on what the kids were
excited about. Monkey class has got the lyrics down for “Ready, Aim, Fire” and “We Will Rock
You”- now we will be choreographing a dance to go with each song so they can perform it for the
drama play. | am undecided about using a third song or not, but | will communicate to you if | end
up picking one fitting for our play.

Week 1 Ready, Aim, Fire

Week 2: We Will Rock You

Week 3: Hakuna Matata

Week 4: One Elephant Went Out to Play

Math

We were a bit ahead on MPM material this month in Monkey class- everyone is doing so well with
these concepts! It has honestly become a breeze to get through this portion of class because all
the kids really have no issues understanding what is being taught. | am so proud of them and they
blow my mind sometimes on how quick they are to grasp the material. We are working on D4 this
month but | feel like it will be easy for the children again. If we have time to spare, | will use that
time to practice phonics or writing sentence structure so they can improve on those subjects as
well.

Week 1: WB D4 (Combination and Separation of Numbers)

Week 2: WB D4 (Spatial Description)

Week 3: WB D4 (Set Theory)

Week 4: WB D4 (Drawing and Writing Numbers)

Thematic Activity

International Culture Continued
We have another month of international culture ahead. | think it is important that the kids learn

about other countries and cultures. | feel like they enjoy these subjects as well. | was responsible

for the thematic activity during the last two weeks of April. | picked the 3D pyramid because |



thought it was a good and fun way to incorporate new words for Monkey class. They had fun
coloring the desert, and gluing the pyramids onto the background. However, | have learned that
cutting is still a bit difficult for them. So, | will continue to include more cutting practice if we have

some free time in the afternoons.

Physical Education

| have been trying to incorporate more yoga during our P.E. classes this past month. | feel like yoga
is a great way to get the kids to stretch and be physical, but also sometimes it’s good to regulate
their breathing and emotions. | know some of the kids have fun when we do yoga, but others are
way to hyper to actually try to even began to still their minds and bodies. So then after some yoga,
| move on to something else to get their hearts pumping as well. | have found this is a delicate
balance and | think it is a good regiment that | will like to continue if possible. | like to gage how
Monkey class feels to see what is needed for each P.E. class. | will be trying some relay races and
teamwork activities with them this month, as well as another attempt on the infamous parachute.

Warm Regards,

Jennifer
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Warm Regards,

Jennifer



