Whale Class Newsletter
August and September 2021

Hello Parents,

This is the first newsletter, so | will use this time to tell you about the plan for the coming
semester. For August | would like the pace of the classes to be quite relaxed, the
students have plenty of time to complete the assigned work.

My objectives for this semester are that the kids learn to recognize all of the letters of
the alphabet and the sounds that match each letter. For speaking | would like to the
class to learn language they can use in the classroom and to talk about things they are
interested in, as this is language they can use.

Core Material:

The core material books contain short stories, phonics activities and introduce key
vocabulary. We won't begin using the book until September, the first month's core
material lessons will be used to practice recognizing the letters of the alphabet. For
September there are 3 chapters — We are Special, My Family and Me and | can. The
key words are “I”, and “can”. The book focuses on “l can + VERB” and introduces
some easy to understand concepts like “| can eat” and “I can dance”.

August

Alphabet recognition

September

Week 1: We are Special — (I am, look at me)
Week 2: My family and me

Week 3: | can

Week 4: Review

Conversation/Grammar

The Up and Away Book is used for conversation and grammar. It covers fairly simple
concepts and introduces some vocabulary such as animals and vehicles and grammar
like plurals and the “be” verb. For conversation class | use this book mostly for
vocabulary and also to introduce other sentence patterns like “l want a...” and “I like..”.
As well as practicing with the book, I like to use flashcards so the class can play some



games while learning. There are also lots of other opportunities for conversation
practice such as when the kids want particular toys or more food.

August
Week 1: U1l a + animals
Week 2: Ul a + animals

Week 3: U2 an + objects
Week 4. U2 an + objects
Week 4: Review

September
Week 1: U3 ltis a...
Week 2: Udlsita..?

Week 3: Review
Week 4: What is it?

Phonics

Phonics will introduce the children to writing and also to the sounds each word has.

The first month covers phonemes — The class need to circle pictures that have the
same starting sounds — e.g bag and boy then looks at phoneme substitution — e.g. leg
without the | sound is egg. After that we move onto writing practice.

Kindergarten age children struggle to understand these concepts and also find it hard to
hold a pencil for a long period of time. For the first semester its best to think of phonics
as helping them remember the letters and also introducing new vocabulary. Over time
they will develop a better idea of these things.

August

Week 1: Rhyming and Syllables
Week 2: Phoneme matching
Week 3: Phonemes

Week 4: Writing the letter f + f words
Week 5: Writing the letter f + f words

September

Week 1: Writing the letter s + s words
Week 2: Writing the letter f + f words
Week 3: Review

Week 4. Writing the letter t + t words

Fine Motor Skills

The class have 2 colouring books which are “letters and numbers” and “shapes and
colours”. These books allow the class to practice drawing lines and colouring. | have
noticed that children who like to draw find handwriting much easier, so it's good to
encourage drawing and colouring if you can.

Story Books

Story class uses fairly easy books, that teach a single sentence pattern or a set of
related vocabulary. For example “Lunch” teaches 7 items of food and “I like..” The
books are quite short so we can also do some speaking practice using the words and
ideas from the book.



August

Week 1: School

Week 2: Lunch

Week 3: We Like To Play
Week 4: Kittens

Week 5: | Can See
September

Week 1: Big and Small
Week 2: We are Painting
Week 3: Review

Week 4: Who am 1?

Math:

MPM is our math lesson, however it covers a range of topics. There is counting, but
there is also a lot of focus on matching activities and tracing lines. This last activity is
especially useful as the kids have to do a lot of letter and number writing here, so some
relatively easy writing practice is good for them.

August

Week 1: Shapes and Colors

Week 2: Writing Practice — tracing lines
Week 3: Writing Practice — tracing lines

Week 4: Counting
Week 5: Sticker book

September
Week 1: Shapes and Colors
Week 2: Counting/number recognition

Week 3: Shapes and Colors
Week 4: Story Book

Thematic Activity
Every week the class have an arts or craft lesson which is connected to a particular
theme. The themes for August and September are Summer and mid—Autumn.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move
around and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them
practice between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have
the opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods
of time.

August

Week 1: Walking, Walking + Good Morning

Week 2: Walking, Walking + Good Morning

Week 3: Head, Shoulders + 1,2 Buckle my Shoes
Week 4: Head, Shoulders + 1,2 Buckle my Shoes
September

Week 1: Teddy Bear, Where is Thumbkin



Week 2: The Color Song
Week 3: The Color Song
Week 4: 5 Little Monkeys

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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F— Walking, Walking + Good Morning
B Walking, Walking + Good Morning
F=E Head, Shoulders + 1,2 Buckle my Shoes
A - Head, Shoulders + 1,2 Buckle my Shoes
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B Teddy Bear, Where is Thumbkin

S The Color Song

H=A The Color Song

A - 5 Little Monkeys
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Teacher Kevin



