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Hello Parents,

This month's special event is the reading contest. The students are assigned a book this time
and they will have lots of time to practice. During reading classes | try to have the kids focus
on the words rather than just look at pictures and repeat sentences they have

memorised. Although they obviously can’t read all of the words, they do know quite a lot of
key words and can read parts of the sentences in their stories. The kids will have some time
to practice on the stage before the contest and | hope everyone will enjoy going on the stage
and reading.

Core Material

This month we will move onto book 4 of Core Material. The phonics letters are Oo and

Dd. The key words are “you” and “do”. The final chapter is a review of all of the keywords so
far. The stories continue to build up short sentences using the key words the kids have
learned so far. The stories this month include one about a fire station and another about
going to the beach, both of which are topics the kids are interested in. The class have made
good progress with these books and almost every student knows the key words now. The
class have learnt very quickly.

Week 1: Rules to Go By

Week 2: Sounds Around Us

Week 3: The Places We Go

Week 4: Unit Review

Conversation/Grammar (Up and Away)

The book covers fairly simple concepts and introduces some vocabulary such as animals and
vehicles. For conversation class | use this book mostly for vocabulary and also to introduce
other sentence patterns like “I want a...” and ‘I like..”. As well as practicing with the book, |
like to use flashcards so the class can play some games while learning. There are also lots of
other opportunities for conversation practice such as when the kids want more food.

The first 2 weeks of the months are used for review and practice. After that we will focus on
pronouns — it/you/they/we and is/are.

Week 1: Review

Week 2: Prepare for reading contest

Week 3: It is/they are



Week 4: You are/we are

Phonics

This month starts with a review of the previous month’s phonics and then moves onto 3 new
letters. The exercises are the same, letter tracing and writing and matching sounds to

words. The class are steadily improving in this area but we will continue to practice the
alphabet every day.

Kindergarten age children struggle to understand these concepts and also find it hard to hold
a pencil for a long period of time. For the first semester its best to think of phonics as helping
them remember the letters and also introducing new vocabulary. | am very happy with the
classes progress so far, they have done a great job with learning the starting sounds of
letters.

Week 1: The letter C

Week 2: The letter C

Week 3: Review - C,D, L

Week 4: The letter N

Fine Motor Skills

The class have 2 colouring books which are “letters and numbers” and “shapes and
colours”. These books allow the class to practice drawing lines and colouring. | have noticed
that children who like to draw find handwriting much easier so try to encourage them to draw
and color. There is not a set schedule for these books. This semester we will focus on the
“shapes and colours” book, so the class can practice the names of shapes and also on
tracing shapes.

Story Books

There are only 2 books this month due to rehearsal times for the reading contest. If you have
time, try to read with them as it will encourage them to read by themselves. In class | focus on
pronunciation of the sentences and also on some key words that they can learn to recognise
like “can” and “go”. 1 also try to have the kids touch each word as we read, so that can learn
to recognize some of the words.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying to
answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories.

Week 1: The Haircut

Week 2: Prepare for Reading Contest

Week 3: Prepare for Reading Contest

Week 4: Boots

Math

This month we will finish book 5 of MPM. This month starts with “paths”, there are pictures of
animals connected by shapes or colors and the class need to figure out what animal they will
see if they use a particular path. The middle of the month is counting and number reciting.
Although everyone can count, not all of the students recognize the numbers so we will spend
more time on that. We will finish with inside and outside, with the class circling objects
depending on whether they are inside or outside of boxes. This class is a good opportunity
for lots of speaking practice.

Week 1: Paths

Week 2: Prepare for Reading Contest

Week 3: Counting



Week 4: Inside/Outside

Thematic Activity
January's thematic will be Lunar New Year

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. Everyone
seems to like joining in.

Week 1: Tricycle race

Week 2: Foot race

Week 3: Car race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and
have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between
classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move
around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: High Five

Week 2: High Five

Week 3: Listen and Move

Week 4: Listen and Move

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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%178: High Five

523 High Five

=37H: Listen and Move

547H: Listen and Move
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