Whale Class Newsletter
April 2021

Hello Parents,

It was nice to see you at parent's evening. There are no special events this month, but we
will begin to prepare for the school play at the end of the month and into next month. This
semesters play is similar to the last one. The kids do not have any individual lines and will
speak in small groups. The class continues to make good progress in their reading and
speaking and seem to remember a lot of what we have learned so far.

Core Material

This week we are moving onto book 7 of Reading Wonders. This book focuses on
animals, pets and animal habitats (living places) The phonics letters are u, g, w, v and x.
The key vocabulary is for, have, they, of , said and want. | spend a lot of time practicing
these words with the class and also with students individually. If they can memorise these
words its makes it a lot easier for them to read stories by themselves. We also spend a lot
of time sounding out short words that appear in a lot of stories like big, pet, red, bed, etc.
These are the most useful books for helping to kids learn to read, so try to practice them
with their child if you have some time.

Week 1: Baby Animals

Week 2: Pet Pals

Week 3: Animal Habitats

Week 4: Review

Conversation/Grammar (Up Away Book)

The book covers fairly simple concepts and introduces some vocabulary such as animals
and vehicles. For conversation class | use this book mostly for vocabulary and also to
introduce other sentence patterns like “l want a...” and “I like..”. As well as practicing with
the book, | like to use flashcards so the class can play some games while learning. There
are also lots of other opportunities for conversation practice such as when the kids want
more food. This month we are looking at adjectives like fast, slow, strong, weak. This is an
interesting area for the kids and they can learn lots of new vocabulary.

Week 1: Review

Week 2: Adjectives

Week 3: Adjectives

Week 4: Prepare for the school play



Phonics

This month starts with a review of the previous month’s phonics and then moves onto 3
new letters. The exercises are the same, letter tracing and writing and matching sounds to
words. The class are steadily improving in this area but we will continue to practice the
alphabet everyday.

Kindergarten age children struggle to understand these concepts and also find it hard to
hold a pencil for a long period of time. For the first semester its best to think of phonics as
helping them remember the letters and also introducing new vocabulary. In February we
will mainly review what we have learned so far and there will be some writing practice. The
first week of this month is “catch-up” but we are already up to date so | will be giving the
class some extra worksheets and we able to review what they have done so far.

Week 1: Catch-up and review

Week 2: The letter K

Week 3: The letter J

Week 4: Review — p,k,r,j,

Fine Motor Skills

The class have 2 colouring books which are “letters and numbers” and “shapes and
colours”. These books allow the class to practice drawing lines and colouring. | have
noticed that children who like to draw find handwriting much easier so try to encourage
them to draw and color.

There is not a set schedule for these books. This semester we will focus on the “shapes
and colours”. Book so the class can practice the names of shapes and also on tracing
shapes.

Story Books

There are only 2 books this month due to rehearsal times for the reading contest. If you
have time, try to read with them as it will encourage them to read by themselves. In class |
focus on pronunciation of the sentences and also on some key words that they can learn
to recognise like “can” and “go”. | also try to have the kids touch each words as we read
so that can learn to recognize some of the words.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying
to answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories. This semesters
books are a bit more complicated, but still quite similar to last semester. There is a wider
variety of vocabulary and the sentence patterns are more varied, so it can be harder for
the kids to remember all of the sentences.

Week 1: Old Mo

Week 2: | Need a Little Help

Week 3: Water Everywhere

Week 4: Car Wash Kid

Math

We start a new set of MPM books this semester. In February we will look at shapes and
colors, practice counting up to 8 and also do some writing practice. MPM writing practice
doesn't use letters, the kids just practice tracing curved lines and simple shapes.

In March we will do more matching and counting exercises and then look at inside/outside
and above/below. For this topic there is a lot of time for speaking practice to help reinforce
the words and sentence patterns. (The ball is inside the box, the car is outside the box..)



As well as completing the exercises in the book we also do work on the white board,
particularly with counting and recognizing numbers.

Week 1: Sticker book+ Book 3 - counting

Week 2: Book 3 - Counting

Week 3: Book 3 — Inside/Outside

Week 4: Prepare for school play

Thematic Activity
April's thematics will be International Culture.

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Week 1: Winter Holiday

Week 2: Foot Race

Week 3: Car Race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

Week 1: This is the way we take a bath

Week 2: This is the way we take a bath

Week 3: London Bridge

Week 4: School play practice

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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