Whale Class Newsletter

August & September 2022
Hello Parents,

It's the beginning of the new semester, there are a few changes. The kids now have
longer outdoor plays because they don't need to be separated. In core material class we
now have 2 books — workshop (a small book) and literature anthology (a big book).
Workshop is the same as last semester and literature anthology contains stories which use
the words and grammar learned in previous classes. This year the kids will spend more
time on writing as they will need to complete the written sections of their conversation
class book.

Core Material

Reading Wonders' classes will remain very similar to last semester, with a mix of stories
and phonics. There are now 2 books, workshop and anthology. We will being doing one
chapter a month, but there is also a writing practice book to do. This months key words
are “does”, “not”, “school” and “what”. Phonics is short a — can, mat, ran, jam, map, etc...
The anthology has longer, more complex stories which the kids can discuss. For this book

we will spend more time on understanding the stories and less on reading every word.

AUGUST (WORKSHOP)
Week 1: At School
Week 2: At School
Week 3: At School
Week 4: At School
Week 5: Nat and Sam
SEPTEMBER (ANTHOLOGY)
Week 1: Nat and Sam
Week 2: Nat and Sam
Week 3: Nat and Sam
Week 4: Nat and Sam

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

The conversation class actually uses a grammar book with a limited amount of vocabulary
words for the kids to learn, so | will probably add my own topics or vocabulary to these
units so the kids . As you can see the next two months will cover a lot of basic grammar.
The class are quite good with the plural s and they should pick up is/are fairly quickly. This
book also has some writing exercises, which only have very short spaces available.
AUGUST

Week 1: Vowels and capital letters

Week 2: Capital letters and punctuation

Week 3: a/an

Week 4: a/an

Week 5: Plural nouns

SEPTEMBER



Week 1: Review/Catch-up

Week 2: Grammar test

Week 3: Plurals + a/an

Week 4: | am a, He/She is, They are

Phonics

The new phonics book is basically the same as the previous semester, it concentrates on
the basics of phonics — starting sounds of words. However as the book goes in it starts to
cover new ideas like ending sounds and middle consonants. Eg.“spi-d-er” and the kids
have to identify the d sound in the word. This kind of work will help with both their spelling
and reading and | think the class will pick it up quite quickly.

AUGUST

Week 1: F, M, S

Week 2: Review + T, H

Week 3: B + L, review and end of unit phonics test

Week 4: D, C + unit review

Week 5: N, G, W + review

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: p, r, k

Week 2:j,q,u, v

Week 3: Review of pages 7 to 35

Week 4: Review — starting and ending sounds, middle consonants

Fine Motor Skills

We have completed the 2 books the class started with and are now using the number
skills book. The book lets the kid's practice number writing and counting. It's fairly simple
and its gives the kids a nice break from more complex work.

Story Books

We have a new set of story books. Some of the books are relatively short and simple,
some are easier than last semesters. For the easier books, we will spend more time on
phonics and learning to read individual words.

If you have time, try to read with them as it will encourage them to read by themselves. In
class | focus on pronunciation of the sentences and also on some key words that they can
learn to recognise like “can” and “go”. | also try to have the kids touch each words as we
read so that can learn to recognize some of the words.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying
to answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories. This semesters
books are a bit more complicated, but still quite similar to last semester. There is a wider
variety of vocabulary and the sentence patterns are more varied, so it can be harder for
the kids to remember all of the sentences.

AUGUST

Week 1: Time for Bed

Week 2: What Lila Loves

Week 3: Flying Butter

Week 4: Snow Joe

Week 5: Joshua James Likes Trucks

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: It's Circle Time! Shapes

Week 2: Here Comes the Parade

Week 3: | Love Trees

Week 4: Out the Door



Math

We start a new set of MPM books this semester. In February we will look at shapes and
colors, practice counting up to 8 and also do some writing practice. MPM writing practice
doesn't use letters, the kids just practice tracing curved lines and simple shapes.

In March we will do more matching and counting exercises and then look at inside/outside
and above/below. For this topic there is a lot of time for speaking practice to help reinforce
the words and sentence patterns. (The ball is inside the box, the car is outside the box..)
As well as completing the exercises in the book we also do work on the white board,
particularly with counting and recognizing numbers.

Thematic Activity
August's thematics will be centered around the ocean and September's thematics will be
centered around Autumn and the Mud Autumn Festival.

Spelling

The class now have spelling classes, | will put each weeks words in the report book.
These aren’t spelling tests, but we practice the words throughout the week and then on
Thursday the class can try to write them freehand. For words like cat, and top, | ask the
class to say the word and then say it slowly so they can hear the sound of each letter, then
they try to write it out.

Writing
The writing class uses a Reading Wonders workbook and focuses on correct pen strokes
and helping the students to write neatly.

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

AUGUST

Week 1: Say Hello

Week 2: Say Hello

Week 3: Say Hello

Week 4: Down By The River
Week 5: Down By The River
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Down By The River
Week 2: Hickory, Dickory Dock
Week 3: Hickory, Dickory Dock
Week 4: Hokey Pokey

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Teacher Kevin



