Whale Class Newsletter
February and March 2023

Hello Parents,

It's the start of a new semester and the class have made a lot of good progress. In terms
of phonics and reading they are doing well and | hope to continue this with the new
reading books and phonics material. This semester follows the same pattern as the last,
there are no new books or exercises, but the weekly stories are slightly longer and contain
a wider variety of vocabulary. The Reading Wonders books focus on a lot of high-
frequency words, like “can”, “do”, “my”, “you”, etc... It is much easier for the kids to read
stories and follow sentences if they can recognize these words when they see them. For

this reason, it is good to try and review the Wonders books that have been sent home.

Parent’s evening will be Wednesday 22nd of February, and on Monday 6th of March we
will have the school sports day.

Core Material

We will be completing books 5 and 6 over the next 2 months. Book 5 focuses on nature.
The key words are “my”, “are”, “he”, and “with”. The phonics letters are H, E, and F, R.
Book 6 is about weather. The key words are “is”, “little”, “she”, and “was”. The phonics
letters are B, L and K. Both books continue to build on what the kids have already learnt
and use simple, repetitive sentences that help them learn vocabulary and practice sounds
out short words like “Kim” and “hot”. As well as reading the stories | try to do lots of
sentence making and have the class repeat the best answers. We have a lot of time for

each chapter, so there is no need to focus only on reading.

FEBRUARY

Week 1: Winter Holiday

Week 2: Book 5 — How Does Your Garden Grow?
Week 3: Book 5 - Trees

Week 4: Book 5 — Fresh from the Farm

MARCH

Week 1: Book 5 — Unit Review

Week 2: Book 6 — The Four Seasons
Week 3: Book 6 — What's the Weather?
Week 4: Book 6 — Stormy Weather
Week 5: Book 6 — Unit Review

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space book)

For February we will be finishing the current chapter with some review pages followed by a
“‘grammar test”. It won't really be a test and we will just go through the pages together.
The class are making good progress so | usually ask them to finish the last few questions



by themselves and then we go over the answer together. For March we are moving on to
subject-verb agreement using “like.” E.G. | like, he likes and do/does... The unit also
features questions about animals and foods. | will try to add some extra vocabulary to
make this more interesting for the class.

FEBRUARY

Week 1: Review
Week 2: Review
Week 3: Review
Week 4: Review

is/are, this/that, etc
is/are, this/that, etc
is/are, this/that, etc
is/are, this/that, etc
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MARCH

Week 1: | like, he/she likes

Week 2: | like, my father likes/my mother likes
Week 3: | don't like, he/she doesn't like

Week 4: Review

Week 5: Review

Phonics

This month will focus on writing short vowel words like hen, ten, bug, rug and also high
frequency words like do, help , see, etc. In March, we will be starting on long vowel words.
We will begin with long a and start looking at long | at the end of the month. The class
are already familiar with silent e words, but we will now also look at other ways to write
long vowels — ay (day) and ai (snail). This can be a bit confusing at first, and there is no
way to know when to use silent e or when to use ai other than memorization. However, |
think the class will improve in this area. We have already looked at words like snow and
grow, so they know that there are other ways to make long vowels.

FEBRUARY

Week 1: Winter Holiday

Week 2: Word writing (short e)

Week 3: Word writing (short e)

Week 4: Word writing (short vowels +high frequency words)

MARCH

Week 1: Review
Week 2: short a review
Week 3: Long a

Week 4: Long a

Week 5: long i

Writing Workbook

The class have a new writing workbook, which uses material from Reading Wonders. They
will complete 4 pages a week, but some of them are just reading pages. To complete the
work, they will read short stories and then write sentences about what they have read.
Some of the questions are simple Q&A like “write what Tim does on page 2”, others are
more open like “what can friends do”.

| will try to encourage the class to think of their own ideas as it’s nice if they can write
independently.



FEBRUARY

Week 1: Friends Can
Week 2: We Can Move
Week 3: What Can | See?
Week 4: | Can Help

MARCH

Week 1: Review

Week 2: | Like, You Like

Week 3: Tam and Pam Help Tim
Week 4: Nat, Tim and Nan Play

Week 5: Tam and Pam Can Play

Story Books

We are beginning new books this semester, they are quite similar to last semester’s. The
difficulty level is quite similar so | think the class will do well.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying
to answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories. This semesters books
are a bit more complicated, but still quite similar to last semester. Most of the books focus
on one or two sentence patterns so the class don't find them too hard to memorize.

FEBRUARY

Week 1: Busy Day, Busy Night
Week 2: What’s the Weather?
Week 3: Eat Your Peas Louise
Week 4: Little Sister, Big Mess

MARCH

Week 1: Review

Week 2: Sometimes Things Change
Week 3: One Smart Fish

Week 4: Stinky Clothes

Week 5: Being Me

Math

We start a new set of MPM books this semester. In February we will be counting and
then go onto mazes. After that we will go onto spatial correspondence. This means things
like placing shapes or number cards in the same position as they are shown in the book.
The box also contains a kind of shoe lace which the class need to thread through holes in
the same way as they are shown in the book. The kids usually enjoy this activity.

In March we will do more matching and counting exercises and then look at inside/outside
and above/below. For this topic there is a lot of time for speaking practice to help
reinforce the words and sentence patterns.

FEBRUARY

Week 1: Counting

Week 2: Mazes

Week 3: Counting

Week 4: Spatial Correspondence



MARCH

Week 1: Review + sticker book

Week 2: Patterns

Week 3: Counting — 9 and 10

Week 4: Properties — Combining shapes and colors
Week 5: Properties — Combining shapes and colors

Thematic Activity
February and March's thematic activity will be about Spring and International Culture.

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

FEBRUARY

Week 1: Winter Holiday
Week 2: Foot race

Week 3: Car race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

MARCH

Week 1: Car race

Week 2: Tricycle Race
Week 3: Obstacle Course
Week 4: Foot Race
Week 5: Car race

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

FEBRUARY

Week 1: We Will Rock You
Week 2: We Will Rock You
Week 3: We Will Rock You
Week 4: | Will Follow Him

MARCH

Week 1: 1 Will Follow Him

Week 2: | Will Follow Him

Week 3: The Shapes Threw a Party

Week 4: The Shapes Threw a Party

Week 5: Who Stole the Cookie from the Cookie Jar



See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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