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Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

We are well into the year now and the end of the kids first year in kindergarten is also
looking to be on the horizon. All the while until present, it seems most of the progress is in
the areas of adapting to school life and the classroom atmosphere. Almost all kids have
come to terms with their schedules and made a routine of their schooling career so far.
Those that still struggle every now and again have been less consistent with their
attendance. This doesn’t seem to affect their learning progress, but just makes emotional
adjustment more difficult and uncomfortable for much longer. The kids who are practicing
at home and consistently revising the older books with reading as well as the new books
every week, are progressing in leaps and bounds. | would like to encourage parents again,
to please spend 5 to 10 minutes a day, everyday, reading with kids and have them repeat
and point at words, having a routine also helps kids develop a joy for reading and
expectations to maintain consistent reading.

Next month we will also look forward to a field trip, which the kids always really enjoy, the
novelty of experiencing things outside of school with all their classmates and teachers.

Reading

The reading schedule for April is similar to the previous months. The books don’t leap at all
in difficulty and still follow similar patterns of simple sentences and new vocabulary
associated with the pictures. Which allows the kids to hold onto their current memorization
of what to say on certain pictures. But | will still be emphasizing a lot on pointing to the
words and guiding the kids into word recognition, spelling easier words and repeating
while pointing at specific words, also trying to hunt the word and point to it. This has
helped with other classes like phonics where we sound out short words and try to hear all
the letters so we can relate sound to sight.

We will also be constantly reviewing some of the older books too on a daily basis, to help
with recognising words they already know and keep it fresh in their minds.

The schedule is as follows:

Week 1: Catch up and review

Week 2: It's Too Windy!

Week 3: I'm Not Scared!

Week 4: | Can Help!

Core Material



The Core Material Books are the McGraw Hill Reading Wonders Grade K books, they
have a series of stories in them that are themed and have exercises and activities or
discussions for the topics discussed. Usually the vocabulary falls in line with other subjects
too and makes for good cross reference practice.

We will continue with reviews of Unit 4 and 5, then also start exposure to unit 7. The
stories emphasize the phonics and word recognition that relates to what has been taught
in the other subjects too which is great.

Phonics

The Sadlier Phonics book Level K has a consistent theme with sound groups using similar
vocabulary for the sounds of specific letters. The theme of seeing the sounds of letters in
the beginning and ends of words still continues for another several months now and we
also stay with single letter sounds. These are becoming less and less difficult for the kids
as letter recognition is more and more familiar.

Next semester we will continue to build on the foundation of letter recognition, but also
begin the next layer of word recognition and building simple words.

Next couple months schedule as follows:

Week 1: Catch up and Review

Week 2: pg 134, 137 and 138 (review initial consonants)

Week 3: pg 143, 144, 145 ( Aa and short a)

Week 4: pg 146, 147, 148

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The MPM books and boxes allow for a much more interactive learning experience. The
kids really enjoy this subject because more often than not, it feels like playing. Which also
means a lot more inclination to get distracted with all the goodies in the box, so we
practice a fair amount of stricter discipline with what to use and when.

The kids are all used to the way we use the boxes now and they follow instructions better
too, so the learning experience is starting to focus more on the content being taught
instead of the classroom rules and procedures.

The next couple months schedule looks like this:

Week 1: Catch up and Review

Week 2: B3: PO1- 04

Week 3: B3: P05- 08

Week 4: Prepare for drama play

Conversation - Up and Away

We will continue practicing most of the daily conversation sentence structures, including
greetings and classroom questions, also pointing out things, in their singular and plural
forms. These are quite difficult still at this stage for the kids because their vocabulary
remains quite limited. Practice with plural usage is still needed, some kids keep using
plural for everything or vice versa singular for everything. We will work on new and other
topics but keep the same sentence structures and similar vocabulary to reinforce what
they’ve learnt so far and try to get used to using English on a more frequent basis in the
classroom everyday.

Conclusion

By the end of April we will also be starting our practice for the drama play in May.

We keep moving forward, always just one step at a time and with patience and
perseverance we make progress regardless of any restraints. As usual if you have any



concerns and questions, please remember that Tr. Annie and | are always happy and
willing to help wherever we can.

Regards,
Teacher Justin
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Week 4: | Can Help!
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