Unicorn Class Newsletter
August/September 2023

Hello Parents!

Welcome back to a new school year. The children are growing up and we’re starting their
last year of kindergarten! We’re really picking up the pace and expecting a bit more of
them this year, but | expect them all to improve and meet the challenges ahead of them
this year, and beyond!

Reading

We’ll have a new book each week through August and September, with no review
scheduled until October. The reading books aren’t too much more difficult than we had last
semester, but we will also have some supplemental reading comprehension worksheets to
do as well.

Week August September
1 Farm Animals Tiger is a Scaredy Cat
2 City Farm and Sea Two Crazy Pigs
3 A Pig, A Fox, and a Box Snowball Soup
4 A Pig, A Fox, and Stinky Socks Just a Special Day
5 Whose Feet
Phonics

We’re only scheduled for 3 pages of phonics each week. We’re starting with a review of
consonants sounds before going back to long vowel sounds. | think phonics is a subject
our class does pretty well so we might be able to get a little ahead of schedule and make
time for extra practice. We have some supplemental phonics and spelling worksheets
ready already.

Our phonics schedule is as follows:

Week August September

1 Pg7,8,9 Pg 27, 28, 29
2 Pg 10,12, 17 Pg 32, 33, 35
3 Pg 18, 19, 20 Pg 36, 39, 40
4 Pg 21, 22, 23 Pg, 45, 46, 47
5 Pg 24, 25, 26

Grammar (Grammar Space Book 1 + Workbook)

Grammar is a subject in which we are picking up our pace with a total of 6 pages of
grammar to do each week. We’re starting with some parts of speech and plural and
uncountable nouns. We’'ll also work on the “be” verb as well as using “there are” and “there



is”. They shouldn’t be completely unfamiliar with these concepts from our conversation
practice, but specific grammar rules might be new to them.

Week August

Pg 6-9 + workbook pg 3-4

Pg 10-13 + workbook pg 5-6
Pg 14-17 + workbook pg 7-8
Pg 18-21 + workbook pg 9-10

September

Pg 26-29 + workbook pg 13-14
Pg 30-33 + workbook pg 15-16
Pg 34-37 + workbook pg 17-18
Pg 38-41 + workbook pg 19-20
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Pg 22-25 + workbook pg 11-12

Writing (Write Now!)

We have a new writing textbook which is quite different than we had last year. We're
scheduled to do 2 pages of this book per week, but it can be a little harder than the writing
we’ve done before and also includes a lot of grammar. This book will be a little hard for
them at first as they will have to start writing much smaller, but as long as they follow along
and pay attention | think they’ll get the hang of it soon!

Week August September
1 Pg 6-7 Pg 16-17
2 Pg 8-9 Pg 18-19
3 Pg 10-11 Pg 20-21
4 Pg 12-13 Pg 22-23
5 Pg 14 -15
MPM Math

MPM will continue at the same pace as last semester. We started with a pretty easy
review of numbers and counting and other skills they will need throughout the year. We'll
see more sequence and pattern matching activities and next month we’re going to do
more work with the coordinate grid that gave some of our students some trouble last
semester.

Week August September
1 E1pg 1-4 E2 pf 3-6

2 E1 pg 5-8 E2 pg 7-10
3 E1 pg 9-12 E2 pg 11-14
4 E1pg 13-16 E2 pg 15-18
5 E1pg 17-8, E2 pg 1-2

Core Materials (Wonders Workshop + Anthology)
We’re picking up the pace just a little in our Wonder’s books as we’ll only be spending two
weeks per section per book. | think this pace will be better for our students as they were a
little bored by the end of a 4 week stretch per book unit last semester. The big idea for all
of unit 2 is “Community” and what it means to be in a community.

Week August September

Unit 2 -1 Workshop
Unit 2 -1 Workshop
Unit 2 -1 Anthology
Unit 2 -1 Anthology
Unit 2 -2 Workshop
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Conclusion

Unit 2 -2 Workshop
Unit 2 -2 Anthology
Unit 2 -2 Anthology
Unit 2-3 Workshop



The step up in book work is going to keep us on a pretty tight schedule for a while but it
should be manageable as long as the students keep progressing as they have since |
arrived in December. I'll be expecting a little more of them in terms of writing, attentiveness
and following directions, and as they’re getting older | hope you’re expecting a bit more
from them at home as well. We have a smart group of students, and I’'m looking forward to
a good year together.

See you at the Parent-Teacher conferences!
Tr. Aaron
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