Unicorn Class Newsletter
February/March 2024

Hello Parents!

Well, we’re starting their last semester of kindergarten. The kids are really growing up and
getting ready to go to elementary school, and we just have a few more months to have
them prepared! We will enjoy our Lunar New year holiday and then look forward to a busy
semester. The themes for our February and March crafts will be Lunar New Year and
Spring.

Reading

We’ll have 3 Reading books in February and 4 in March. Our class reads quite well overall,
and we will just continue to work on sounding out new words and reading with expression!
The best way to learn to read is just to practice, practice, practice, and the best way to
practice at home is to make sure they have access to books they enjoy and have fun with.
Reading shouldn’t be a chore!

Week February March
1 | Am Helpful Barn Storm
2 | Am Helpful Smarty Sara
<) | Am Helpful Lucky goes to School
4 My Best Friend The Pizza That We Made
5 Monster Truck
Phonics

By now the students should have a good foundation in phonics, so our lessons will include
quite a bit of review. English can be a little weird as its not entirely phonetic, so we’ll have
to keep and eye out for special cases and remember unintuitive sounds. We need more
practice breaking bigger words into syllable chunks.

Week February March

1 P107-108 P118-121
2 P109-110 P123-125
3 Catch-up & Review P126-129
4 P111-114 P130-133
5 P115-117

Grammar (Grammar Space Book + Workbook)



Our students have made a lot of progress in their grammar work, but its not a skill that is
easy to master for non-native speakers, even in an immersive environment. We’ll continue
to work on good sentence structure, subject-verb agreement, and learn some new tenses.

Week February March

1 P:06-07 P:18-21
2 P:08-09 P:22-25
3 Catch-up & Review P:26-29
4 P:10-13 P:30-33
5 P:14-17

Writing (Write Now!)

The writing book seemed quite difficult at the beginning of the year, and while it is still
hard, | have seen a lot of improvement in their handwriting and ability to follow along in a
book that’s a little more dense. Their comprehension is good, but the proofreading
activities can be little difficult. Sometimes | adjust an activity or give them writing templates
to help with the things that are still a little beyond their ability.

Week February March
1 P:46-47 P:54-55
2 P:48-49 P:56-57
3 Catch-up & Review P:58-59
4 P:50-51 P:60-61
5 P:52-53

MPM Math

MPM this semester should start to get them ready for more of the math and reasoning they
will learn in first grade. Overall, we’ll see more of the same activities we’ve been doing, but
with some extra steps or increased difficulty.

Week February March

1 F1: P0O1-04 F2:01-06
2 F1: P05-08 F2:07-12
3 Catch-up & Review F2:13-18
4 F1: P09-12 F3: PO1-06
5 F1:P13-18

Core Materials (Wonders Workshop + Anthology)

We’ll begin the next two books of the Wonder’s series. The theme this semester will be
Changes over Time. The first two units will discuss what time things happen, and how
things grow over time.

Week February March

1 Unit 3 Week 1 Workshop Unit 3 Week 2 Workshop
2 Unit 3 Week 1 Workshop Unit 3 Week 2 Workshop
3 Catch -up & Review Unit 3 Week 2 Anthology
4 Unit 3 Week 1 Anthology Unit 3 Week 2 Anthology
5 Unit 3 Week 1 Anthology

Conclusion
We’re already looking forward to our Lunar New Year holiday but have a busy semester
ahead of us. We will keep our foot on the gas and have a seamless (middle of the week)



transition into the second semester. I’'m sure to see some of you at our parent teacher
meetings later in February, so until then, | hope you have a great Lunar New Year!

All the best,

Tr. Aaron
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