Penguin Class Newsletter
August/September 2024

Hello Parents,

This is the first newsletter, which will cover the first 2 months of the semester. As you
will see from the schedule, the school day is quite busy. My main aim for the first
semester of K3 is that the whole class will recognise all of the letters of the alphabet
and be able to make the phonetic sound of each letter by the January. This is much
more important than memorising 3 letter words and it will set the class up for
sounding out 3 letter words in the second semester. The story books are also useful
for helping the kids learn to say simple sentences and also for teaching new
vocabulary, so we will spend a lot of time on them too. For speaking, | like to
concentrate on simple, but important vocab for things like colours, pets and farm
animals and classroom objects like tables and chairs and pencils and scissors.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

Reading Wonders' classes focus on reading comprehension. The classes involve
listening to the teacher read a short story and then draw a picture based on
something from the story. There are also simple tasks for the kids to do like “circle
the letter I”. | think this will be quite challenging for K3 students so | will try to guide
them through each step. As you can see, the first month and a half is letter
recognition. For the first week we have concentrated on the letters A to F and | will
gradually add more letters as the class become able to recognise the first 6 letters.
We will continue to spend a little time each day on this.

AUGUST

Week 1- Week 5: Letter Recognition (A-Z)
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Letter Recognition (A-2Z)

Week 2: Letter Recognition (A-2Z)

Week 3: Start Smart

Week 4: Start Smart

Week 5: Start Smart

Conversation

The conversation class actually uses a grammar book with a limited amount of
vocabulary words for the kids to learn, so | will probably add my own topics or
vocabulary to these units so the kids. As you can see the next two months will cover



a lot of basic grammar. The class are quite good with the plural s and they should
pick up is/are fairly quickly. This book also has some writing exercises, which only
have very short spaces available.

AUGUST

Week 1: Beginning of School
Week 2: a (singular nouns)
Week 3: an (singular nouns)
Week 4: It is

Week 5: It is

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: “Is it” questions
Week 2: “Is it” questions
Week 3: What is it?

Week 4: He is / She is

Week 5: What is he? / What is she?

Phonics

The phonics book concentrates on the basics of phonics — starting sounds of words.
However, as the book goes in, it starts to cover new ideas like ending sounds and
middle consonants. Eg.“spi-d-er” and the kids have to identify the d sound in the
word. This kind of work will help with both their spelling and reading and | think the
class will pick it up quite quickly.

AUGUST

Week 1: Letter Recognition Worksheets
Week 2: Letter Recognition Worksheets
Week 3: Letter Recognition Worksheets
Week 4: Letter Recognition Worksheets
Week 5: The Letter F

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: The Letter M

Week 2: The Letter S

Week 3: The Letter S

Week 4: The Letter T

Week 5: The Letter H

Fine Motor Skills

This class uses two worksheets which let the students practice holding crayons and
pencils and drawing the outlines of numbers and letters. They are also a nice way to
reinforce vocabulary for colours and shapes and develop number and letter
recognition.

Reading

Since this is the first semester, the class will be reading very simple books with only
a limited number of words and lots of repetition of sentence patterns. | hope parents
can encourage their children to look at the English books at home. The more they
see English words, the easier it will be to recognise and read words. The students



will not learn to read this semester, they will really only be able to memorise the
sentences and learn to associate them with the pictures. This is fine, the reading
class is still very valuable in terms of expanding vocabulary and developing
pronunciation. They will learn to recognise a lot of items like dogs, cats, apples, etc...

AUGUST

Week 1: Beginning of School
Week 2: School

Week 3: Lunch

Week 4: | Like

Week 5: | Am
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: | Can See
Week 2: Dogs

Week 3: We Are Painting
Week 4: We Can Go
Week 5: Can You See It

Math

In the first month of MPM we will be practicing shapes and colours and drawing lines
and shapes. As well as completing the exercises in the book, this is a good
opportunity to give the students lots of chances to repeat the names of the colours
and shapes and try to identify them from memory.

This semesters Big Book is called Show and Tell. As well as being a math book it
also provides some opportunities for free talk and learning about new things,
shopping and everyday items, in this case.

AUGUST

Week 1: Matching colours and shapes
Week 2: Shapes and Colours

Week 3: Motor Skills/Line Drawing
Week 4: Motor Skills/ Number Recognition
Week 5: Big Book — Let’s Go Shopping
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Matching Shapes and Colours
Week 2: Reciting Numbers

Week 3: Motor skills

Week 4: Motor skills

Week 5: Big book - theme park

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Tuesday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing
simple activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea
easily. This semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each
other and race in teams.

Song and Dance



The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move
around and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them
practice between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students
have the opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended
periods of time.

AUGUST

Week 1: Walking Walking

Week 2: Walking Walking

Week 3: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes/ One Two Buckle My
Week 4: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes/ One Two Buckle My
Week 5: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes/ One Two Buckle My
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Teddy Bear/Where Is Thumbkin

Week 2: Teddy Bear/Where Is Thumbkin

Week 3: Color Song

Week 4: Color Song

Week 5: 5 Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed

See you at parents evening on the 22nd :D
John.
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Reading Wonders (Core Material)
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Week 1: Letter Recognition (A-Z)
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Week 1: Letter Recognition (A-Z)
Week 2: Letter Recognition (A-Z)
Week 3: Start Smart

Week 4: Start Smart

Week 5: Start Smart

Conversation

ETEHE—ASOEE B EEREREE Y - BN TN ESRIRE
N0y - BT REVWIE B i s 2 A E - A2 E i A EENSRE - BHH
A AFIER & is/are - AEBEH —IEIEMEEMY  (HRIERMA -

J\H

Week 1: Beginning of School
Week 2: a (singular nouns)
Week 3: an (singular nouns)
Week 4: It is

Week 5: It is

JLH

Week 1: “Is it” questions
Week 2: “Is it” questions
Week 3: What is it?

Week 4: He is / She is

Week 5: What is he? / What is she?

Phonics
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Week 1: Letter Recognition Worksheets
Week 2: Letter Recognition Worksheets
Week 3: Letter Recognition Worksheets
Week 4: Letter Recognition Worksheets
VARSI

Week 1: The Letter M

Week 2: The Letter S



Week 3: The Letter S
Week 4: The Letter T
Week 5: The Letter H

Fine Motor Skills
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Week 1: Beginning of School
Week 2: School

Week 3: Lunch

Week 4: | Like

Week 5: 1 Am

JLA

Week 1: 1 Can See

Week 2: Dogs

Week 3: We Are Painting
Week 4: We Can Go
Week 5: Can You See It

Math
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Week 1: Matching colours and shapes
Week 2: Shapes and Colours

Week 3: Motor Skills/Line Drawing

Week 4: Motor Skills/ Number Recognition
Week 5: Big Book — Let’s Go Shopping
VARSI

Week 1: Matching Shapes and Colours
Week 2: Reciting Numbers

Week 3: Motor skills



Week 4: Motor skills
Week 5: Big book - theme park

Physical Education
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Week 1: Walking Walking

Week 2: Walking Walking

Week 3: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes/ One Two Buckle My
Week 4: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes/ One Two Buckle My
Week 5: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes/ One Two Buckle My
JLA

Week 1: Teddy Bear/Where Is Thumbkin

Week 2: Teddy Bear/Where Is Thumbkin

Week 3: Color Song

Week 4: Color Song

Week 5: 5 Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
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