Dinosaur Class Newsletter
August / September 2024

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

We have finally arrived at the final year of kindergarten and it seems to have all passed in
the blink of an eye. Kids are all talking more and more, and with more confidence too. | will
endeavor to get the kids talking more in group discussions and help them with correcting
the odd little mistakes in their conversational grammar, especially now they have a good
foundation from all the workbooks we’ve been working through.

Reading

The book list for K5 seems to take a bit of a leap after the first few weeks, so while August
may seem easy peasy, September has a few more longer and more difficult ones. The
later books also start to test the boundaries of the kid's abilities. But not to be discouraged,
if we persevere and be consistent with practice in school and at home, then the kids will
not only master the reading but also enjoy it. They do ever so love to show that they can
do something and showing off their ability to read, something especially difficult is a great
joy for them.

August’s schedule is as follows:
Week 1: City, Farm and Sea
Week 2: Farm Animals

Week 3: Seasons

Week 4: Why Recycle?

September’s schedule is as follows:
Week 1: A Pig, A Fox, and a Box

Week 2: A Pig, A Fox, and Stinky Socks
Week 3: Tiger is a Scaredy Cat

Week 4: Just a Special Day

Week 5: Just a Little Love

Phonics

The phonics rules begin to move into combination sounds in September, but remain in the
realm of individual letter sounds for August, including short and long vowel sounds. We
cover how to break down bigger words, in the same way the kids learnt CVC words,



sounding out the letters and working out the word, to avoid feeling intimidated by long
words, which they can easily work out in the same way.

August’s schedule is as follows:

Week 1: P7, 8, 9 (Reviewing consonants)
Week 2: P10, 12, 17 (Reviewing consonants)
Week 3: P18, 19, 20 (Short vowel ‘a’ and ')

Week 4: P21, 22, 23 (Short vowel words in context)
September’s schedule is as follows:

Week 1: P24, 25, 26 (Short vowel ‘0’ and ‘u’)

Week 2: P27, 28, 29 (Short vowels in sentences)
Week 3: P32, 33, 35 (Review Short vowels)

Week 4: P36, 39, 40 (High frequency words)

Week 5: P45, 46, 47 (Long vowel ‘@’)

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

This subject still allows kids to enjoy the competitions to win as many points for their
groups as they can. Some kids are more inclined than others to not pay attention to
instructions and get easily distracted by the book or items in the box. The group tends to
motivate them to focus more however and leaves me free to manage the lesson and not
their focus as much. The lessons tend to be quite fun as well, with a mix of numbers, and
also mazes and other games, so this class is very easy to kill time with.

August’s schedule is as follows:
Week 1: E1: PO1-04
Week 2: E1: P05-08
Week 3: E1: P09-12
Week 4: E1: P13-16

September’s schedule is as follows:
Week 1: E1: P17-18 / E2: P01-02
Week 2: E2: P03-06

Week 3: E2: P07-10

Week 4: E2: P11-14

Week 5: E2: P15-18

Grammar - Space

The grammar book has 2 components, which | believe everyone should be familiar with by
now. The thin book has related worksheets to the exercises and lesson pages we go
through in the main book during class time. | also briefly gloss over the homework page so
that kids are familiar with what is being asked. Early August we only did half pages for
homework and by September we should be managing whole pages twice a week.
Homework should always be fairly simple though and no stress to complete accurately, as
| do go over the pages with kids individually to fix any shortfalls.

August’s schedule is as follows:

Textbook Workbook
Week 1: P6-9 P03-04
Week 2: P10-13 P05-06



Week 3: P14-15 P07-08

Week 4: P18-21 P09-10
September’s schedule is as follows:

Textbook Workbook
Week 1: P22-25 P11-12
Week 2: P26-29 P13-14
Week 3: P30-33 P15-16
Week 4: P34-37 P17-18
Week 5: P38-41 P19-20
Spelling

With the start of K5 we have dug into longer lists, and the kids are showing receptiveness
to spelling them correctly, without being overly intimidated. The tests on Friday are proving
a good motivator for kids to do well as they get extra points towards stickers and cookies
on Fridays. The writing homework that gets sent home every Friday is the vocabulary list
for the following week, so it gives kids a headstart on familiarizing themselves with the new
words before | start drilling them daily until the test day. Here are the scheduled lists for
your reference.

August’s Spelling list is as follows:

Week 1: vet, pet, red, mess, well, help, dress, head, smell, bread, peck
Week 2: big, trip, this, drill, fill, will, sniff, lick, quick, stop, block, cross

Week 3: job, lot, down, hop, out, new, use, there, fire, play, again, truck
Week 4: jump, truck, lunch, fast, flash, car, away, spray, wait, out, down, loud

September’s Spelling list is as follows:

Week 1: stack, stick, stuff, snug, duck, tuck, mud, hut, buzz, rug, fun, must
Week 2: said, very, good, tell, yell, fill, fix, move, they, with, drip, dry

Week 3: mess, toss, huff, puff, will, yell, fell, brick, kick, back, yuck

Week 4: you, look, cool, keep, three, home, ice, use, could, build, place, people
Week 5: plant, hunt, went, trunk, skunk, nest, must, fast, best, rest, grass, forest

Writing

Write now - workbook has a lot smaller spacing for writing the answers in and | am
encouraging the students to concentrate on keeping all their letters the same size as they
write their sentences, because most of them are so used to write with the line guides that
without them they start to produce a funnel shape in their words starting smaller and
eventually getting oversize.

August’s schedule is as follows:
Week 1: P6 - 7

Week 2: P8 - 9

Week 3: P10 - 11

Week 4: P12 - 13

September’s schedule is as follows:
Week 1: P14 - 15



Week 2: P16 - 17
Week 3: P18 - 19
Week 4: P20 - 21
Week 5: P22 - 23

Conclusion

The last year of kindie is a mixed bag of fun activities and a boat load of extra work and
homework. But since kids should also be kids and try their best to grow through play, I try
to incorporate as many fun gaming activities that relate to the subject matter they are
currently learning. The best progress in learning comes from consistency however and if
kids practice more outside of school, then the amount they accelerate their learning jumps
in leaps and bounds. So as usual | like to encourage parents to keep up with reviewing the
little readers as a bare minimum on a daily basis. This keeps the vocabulary they’ve
learned in the books fresh in their minds and ready to use in conversation when the
appropriate time comes. Teacher Iris and | are always open to suggestions and willing to
help with any questions or concerns, so please don’t hesitate to ask.

Regards,
Teacher Justin
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Week 1: City, Farm and Sea

Week 2: Farm Animals

Week 3: Seasons

Week 4: Why Recycle?
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Week 1: A Pig, A Fox, and a Box

Week 2: A Pig, A Fox, and Stinky Socks
Week 3: Tiger is a Scaredy Cat

Week 4: Just a Special Day

Week 5: Just a Little Love

Phonics
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Week 1: P7, 8,9 (Reviewing consonants)
Week 2: P10, 12, 17 (Reviewing consonants)
Week 3: P18, 19, 20 (Short vowel ‘a’ and ")
Week 4: P21, 22, 23 (Short vowel words in context)
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Week 1: P24, 25, 26 (Short vowel ‘0’ and ‘u’)
Week 2: P27, 28, 29 (Short vowels in sentences)
Week 3: P32, 33, 35 (Review Short vowels)
Week 4: P36, 39, 40 (High frequency words)
Week 5: P45, 46, 47 (Long vowel ‘@’)

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)
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Week 1: E1: P01-04

Week 2: E1: P05-08

Week 3: E1: P09-12

Week 4: E1: P13-16

IH KA

Week 1: E1: P17-18 / E2: PO1-02

Week 2: E2: P03-06

Week 3: E2: P07-10

Week 4: E2: P11-14

Week 5: E2: P15-18

Grammar - Space
EAOEEAMMEE Y - A EARFBRAEEZARAGE T - HAVIIAS f & BT ERE L
HELTHY EF TAVRE AR H RN CIEE - Bt e eitasig— TMEEEE » EZ T



HREDK - AV » BAFIWIEE R SER T —FIVEIE - B H FAMEZ R B iR e R
HIH - A (FEEZGSHEEE - AR EESE M REIRE T - N ER G B —#
BAEMEE » BIEET A e 25

8 HHVEEEFRAID « Workbook
Week 1: P6-9 P03-04
Week 2: P10-13 P05-06
Week 3: P14-15 P07-08
Week 4: P18-21 P09-10
OHHVEEREFRAIT « Workbook
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Week 1: vet, pet, red, mess, well, help, dress, head, smell, bread, peck

Week 2: big, trip, this, drill, fill, will, sniff, lick, quick, stop, block, cross

Week 3: job, lot, down, hop, out, new, use, there, fire, play, again, truck

Week 4: jump, truck, lunch, fast, flash, car, away, spray, wait, out, down, loud
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Week 1: stack, stick, stuff, snug, duck, tuck, mud, hut, buzz, rug, fun, must

Week 2: said, very, good, tell, yell, fill, fix, move, they, with, drip, dry

Week 3: mess, toss, huff, puff, will, yell, fell, brick, kick, back, yuck

Week 4: you, look, cool, keep, three, home, ice, use, could, build, place, people

Week 5: plant, hunt, went, trunk, skunk, nest, must, fast, best, rest, grass, forest

Writing
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Week 1: P6 - 7

Week 2: P8 - 9

Week 3: P10 - 11

Week 4: P12 - 13
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Week 1: P14 - 15

Week 2: P16 - 17

Week 3: P18 - 19

Week 4: P20 - 21

Week 5: P22 - 23
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Regards,
Teacher Justin



