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Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

Christmas and New Years are always a lot of fun, and now in January we are all looking
forward to the Lunar new year. And much like the themed crafts for December, we will be
having lots of fun making all the new year stuff too. We also have the reading contest to
look forward to and we will have started practice of the 8 allocated books in December
already. The rest of the subjects we have been racing through at some kind of good pace,
kids are getting the just of it by now and are keeping up nicely. The month is also a little
shorter with the new year winter break starting at the end of the month and | hope
everyone has a fun and safe holiday.

Reading

The reading books have been a little challenging for most of the students, as the
vocabulary is too diverse to maintain a total understanding of all the words. But the kids'
word recognition and phonetic strategy is getting heaps of chances to get right. With the
reading contest in January though, | hope | can get the kids to understand their books a bit
better and also read and pronounce all the words more clearly.

The January schedule is as follows:

Week 1: Prepare for the reading contest

Week 2: Whose Feet?

Week 3: Two Crazy Pigs

Phonics

Phonics is really one of the most important classes/ subjects which helps kids with
pronunciation, spelling and word recognition. When the rules are understood well enough,
it can be seen the level of progress in other subjects relating to those rules that were
learnt. The rules are still being expanded on slowly but surely, and the common rules are
being practiced real nicely during reading classes, so the carry-over is great to see. We
have maintained a steady flow of work in this subject, with a fair amount of fill in the
missing words and letter blends, since kids are quite aware of long and short vowel
sounds, we are expanding on the types of exercises we can do in the subject.

January’s schedule is as follows:

Week 1: P93, 94, 96 ( High frequency words/ sentences)

Week 2: P97, 98, 103 ( blends / two-syllable words)

Week 3: P104, 105, 106  ( vcev words)



MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

MPM has a lot of logic and problem solving elements to the exercises, and the kids
thoroughly understand how the activities work, so often times they are inclined to try rush
ahead, and to counteract this we have a ‘go’ rule and for a specified colour which is
always unpredictable so they have to wait and listen to the instructions to get it right, they
also get points for their teams for completing on time and accurately. | am trying to find the
right balance to maintain enthusiasm and focus on the work covered in the activities. Kids
are practicing how to answer number questions with full sentences as well, instead of just
1 word answers.

January’s schedule is as follows:

Week 1: Prepare for the Reading Contest

Week 2: E5: P13-16

Week 3: E5: P17-18

Grammar - Space

The pages in the main book relate to the homework, and even use the same example
sentences and pictures.

The homework should always be fairly simple though and no stress to complete
accurately, as | do go over the pages with kids individually to fix any shortfalls. But.
Sometimes the grammar is very difficult for the little ones and they struggle, getting words
confused or not understanding the questions or the way the questions are being asked.
We will continue to persist with all the rules we have covered and | will continue to try do
as much extra review and practice until they understand them all well enough. The
schedule moves slowly through the rest of the book, so we should get plenty enough
review time at least.

January’s schedule is as follows:

Textbook Workbook (Homework)
Week 1: P74-77 P37-38

Week 2: P78-81 P39-40

Week 3: P82-85 P41-42

Spelling

The spelling is a great way for kids to feel good about doing something well. On test day
they get to show off their skills in a proper test environment where they are unable to copy
from anyone, so it is a true reflection of their abilities to remember, and the added
incentives to win lots of points for each correct word, gets them motivated.

Here is the scheduled list for January:

Week 1: Review old vocabulary and prepare for reading contest

Week 2: draw, how, small, many, school, from, room, door, street, stand, chest, market
Week 3: map, show, how, snack, tell, real, walk, gold, school, library, way, many

Writing

Kids are doing much better at fitting their writing into the small spaces and even though
they overflow their sentences into whichever spaces they can manage, | am more focused
on them understanding what they are writing and are able to recreate the sentences we
have been working with.

We will continue to work through a similar routine in January with each chapter, covering
each new topic, with the choice vocabulary used to write creatively by the end.



December’s schedule is as follows:
Week 1: Prepare for the reading contest
Week 2: P42-43

Week 3: P44-45

Conclusion

As usual | hope the update leaves parents feeling confident about all the students' current
progress and their future potential as well.

Teacher Iris and | are always open to suggestions though and willing to help with any
questions or concerns, so please don’t hesitate to ask. Thank you for taking the time to
read the November Newsletter.

Regards,
Teacher Justin
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Week 1: Prepare for the reading contest
Week 2: P42-43
Week 3: P44-45

Conclusion

MEE—F > WAL ERNENEER BRMIHETEEANEFERFARATE I RERL - R
i BRATr. Irisia& S faz il » AR A T s R RSB LT MEE -
SV A A R Bl e H BV RelRE R -

Regards,
Teacher Justin



