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Dolphin Class Newsletter
February /March 2025
Hello Parents,

This is the first newsletter, which will cover the first 2 months of the semester. The class
made excellent progress during the first semester and | hope to continue building on that.
The class are now very good at identifying starting sounds of words and many students
can sound out simple words they already know so | think they will continue to improve.
The beginning of March is sports day, which the kids always enjoy. There will be lots of
different activities, arranged by the PE teacher, for the kids to take part in.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

Reading Wonders continues to focus in reading comprehension, high frequency words
and some drawing exercises. For the first two months the words include can, see, like and
short vowel words like Mom, bit, hot, sat, sit. Book 6 will introduce ck words pack and
sack. Where possible | also add some conversation and discussion. Book 4 has a story
about firefighters, which the kids always enjoy.

These are the best books to practice at home, they can help the kids develop phonics and
word recognition in a way that the other story books will not.

Februar

Week 1: Unit 4: Time for Work

Week 2: Unit 4: Meet your Neighbours
Week 3: Unit 4: Pitch In

Week 4: Unit 5: How does your Garden Grow?
March
Week 1: Unit 5: Trees

Week 2: Unit 5: Fresh from the farm
Week 3: Unit 6: The Four Seasons
Week 4: Unit 6: What's the weather
Week 5: Unit 6: Stormy Weather

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

The conversation class actually uses a grammar book with a limited amount of vocabulary
words for the kids to learn, so | will probably add my own topics or vocabulary to these
units so the kids can learn some extra words and cover important things like colors. The
next 2 month’s cover some very basic topics like numbers and “What is your name”? The
kids understand this so we obviously wont waste a lot of time on it and can focus on the
more important and difficult plurals and this/that as well as using adjectives to describe
things.

February
Week 1: Review
Week 2: Numbers 1-10 + how many

Week 3: What’s your phone number + how old are you



Week 4: This is/That is

March
Week 1: These are/Those are
Week 2: “Is it” questions

Week 3: Colors
Week 4: Noun+adj (This shirt is blue, etc)
Week 5: Adjectives (big, small, hot, cold, etc)

Phonics

We are using the same book for the second semester. The first two months are very
similar to last semester and will finish off the alphabet. In the final week of March we will
move onto more advanced concepts, with the first being identifying the vowel in the
middle of 3 letter words. This is an important skill which requires lots of practice the kids
are able to differentiate A and E sounds for example.

Februar

Week 1: Letter R

Week 2: Letter K

Week 3: Letter J

Week 4: Review — p,r,k,j

March

Week 1: The Letters Q and V

Week 2: The Letter Y and Z

Week 3: The Letter X + Review

Week 4: Cumulative Review (Novmber to February Letters)
Week 5: a as a middle vowel (bag, tag, cat...)

Fine Motor Skills

This class uses two worksheets which let the students practice holding crayons and
pencils and drawing the outlines of numbers and letters. They are also a nice way to
reinforce vocabulary for colors and shapes and develop number and letter recognition.
Initially, this class will really just be coloring and matching exercises but over time we will
move onto tracing letters.

Story Books

The books this semester will be a bit longer and more complex than those of the first
semester. As much as possible | like the class to read the pages rather than just make
sentences. They have done a good job of memorising high-frequency words and sounding
out 3 letter words so they are able to do this quite well already. In addition to reading the
books | also try to do Q&A about the stories and why characters are doing things so that
the kids understand the story and also to give them extra sentence making practice.

Week 1: A New Friend

Week 2: Go To Bed, Blue

Week 3: Clara and Clem: Take a Ride
Week 4: Clara and Clem: In Outer Space

March

Week 1: Bear Learns to Share
Week 2: Hog and Dog

Week 3: | Like Bugs

Week 4: Look For the Lorax
Week 5: The Poky Little Puppy

Math

The first month's MPM is quite similar to the previous semester's books. There will be
matching of similar items by shape or colour and there will also be counting and number
writing.  In addition to that there will also be some motor skill exercises these involve



tracing zigzag and curving and WAVY lines. Thisis a nice way for them to get writing
practice without doing Something as complex as the work in the phonics book.  For
March, We will go back to matching objects based on their properties such as colour and
shape and some counting and we will also look again at spatial description. This is
another good thing for the kids to practise because as well as completing the exercises
they can practice sentence making. For example the cat is inside the tent the dog is
outside the tent.

This semester’s Big Book is about sport. Each page shows a different sport and also has
counting exercises and things like pattern recognition and some logic puzzles and it's also
a good way for the kids to do some sentence making and practice some of their English.

February

Week 1: Properties (Matching shapes and Colors)
Week 2: Drawing practice/Motor skills

Week 3: Counting and number writing

Week 4: Big Book (School sports - Basketball)
March

Week 1: Matching Shapes and Colors (Properties)
Week 2: Reciting Numbers

Week 3: Spatial Description (Inside outside/above below)
Week 4: Big Book (School sports - Track and field)
Week 5: Counting and matching to numbers

Thematic Activity

Thematic classes are arts and crafts lessons. They might be coloring or making things
with clay. For the K3 classes the thematics will be kept quite simple and are another
opportunity for the kids to improve their hand to eye coordination. February 's and March
's thematics will be...

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or car races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

February
Week 1: I’m a Little Teapot
Week 2: I’m a Little Teapot

Week 3: The Ants go Marching
Week 4: The Ants go Marching

March

Week 1: Jack and Jill

Week 2: Jack and Jill

Week 3: Rain Rain Go Away

Week 4: Rain Rain Go Away

Week 5: This is the Way We Take a Bath

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Week 4: Unit 5: How does your Garden Grow?
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Week 1: Review

Week 2: Numbers 1-10 + how many

Week 3: What’s your phone number + how old are you
Week 4: This is/That is
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Week 1: These are/Those are

Week 2: “Is it” questions



Week 3: Colors
Week 4: Noun+adj (This shirt is blue, etc)
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Week 1: Properties (Matching shapes and Colors)

Week 2: Drawing practice/Motor skills

Week 3: Counting and number writing
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Week 3: Spatial Description (Inside outside/above below)
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Week 3: The Ants go Marching
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Week 1: Jack and Jill

Week 2: Jack and Jill
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Week 5: This is the Way We Take a Bath

B TR
Teacher Kevin



