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Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

The students have all been progressing in their English learning at a much faster rate in
the last semester of K5, and they should be maintaining this momentum until graduation
and beyond, if they remain persistent with their studies and practice. There is a solid
foundation of phonics and grammar for them to work off of and this should contribute a
considerable portion to their conversation skills. April will be a very usual month with a
straight forward week after week schedule that should get kids into routine, and hopefully
before the routine becomes too monotonous, we will change it up again for the next drama
play which we will begin practicing for in the last week of the month.

Reading

The students are all getting really good with word recognition, and learning to read the
new books every week is getting faster and faster. There is still some need for explaining
the meaning of some of the words. But this becomes ever easier week after week as kids
are remembering most of the words they have learnt previously.

The April schedule is as follows:

Week 1: Pete the Cat: Sir Pete the Brave

Week 2: Max and Ruby: Max’s Half Birthday

Week 3: Lucky Goes to School

Week 4: Drama play Practice

Phonics

Phonics is really one of the most important classes/ subjects which helps kids with
pronunciation, spelling and word recognition. The rules are being understood so well at
this stage that kids are using them for spelling and for reading and can use them in real
time and often, without having to think too hard, like the easier long vowel and short vowel
rules. The text book is focusing a lot more on word recognition now than teaching new
rules, as well as fill in the missing words and comprehension tests.

The April schedule is as follows:

Week 1: P140, 145, 146, 147 (vowel digraph 00)

Week 2: P148, 149, 150, 151 (vowel digraph au, aw )

Week 3: P152, 153, 154, 155 (diphthongs)

Week 4: P156, 157, 158, 159 (diphthongs review)



MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

MPM has a lot of logic and problem solving elements to the exercises, and the kids
thoroughly understand how the activities work, so often times they are inclined to try rush
ahead, and to counteract this we have a ‘go’ rule and for a specified colour which is
always unpredictable so they have to wait and listen to the instructions to get it right, they
also get points for their teams for completing on time and accurately. The problems don’t
get much more difficult than the level it has reached at the moment, and we tend to whizz
through the exercises.

The April schedule is as follows:

Week 1: F3: P07-12 Workbook P09 - 10

Week 2: F1: P13-18 Workbook P09 - 10

Week 3: Drama Play Practice

Week 4: Drama Play Practice

Grammar - Space

The homework has been a little hit and miss with being fully understood at times.
However, the efforts have been admirable and for the most part, kids are coming to terms
with being able to answer the exercises since the way they are asked is fairly consistent,
just the content changes. During class time though | have a permanent display of some of
the basic rules that they can basically check on as a kind of cheat sheet for which rules
apply to which pronouns. Most of we cover at the moment, is.....

For ( He, She, It ) we use ( has, hasn', is, isn’t, goes, does, doesn’t)

For (1) we use (am, I'm not, have, haven't, do, don’t, go)

For ( You, We, They) we us ( are, aren’t, have, haven'’t, do, don’t, go)

Kids also understand the alternativeto each pronoun, like names of people are he or she
and more than one name indicates we or they, and the relevant rule should still apply.

The April schedule is as follows:

Workbook Homework
Week 1: P34 - 37 P17, 18
Week 2: P38 - 41 P19, 20
Week 3: P42 - 45 P21, 22
Week 4: P46 - 49 P23, 24
Spelling

The spelling is a great way for kids to feel good about doing something well. On test day
they get to show off their skills in a proper test environment where they are unable to copy
from anyone, so it is a true reflection of their abilities to remember, and the added
incentives to win lots of points for each correct word, gets them motivated. The spelling
abilities for most of the kids is improving nicely and during creative writing classes, they
are often able to construct sentences without too much assistance.

The April schedule is as follows:

Week 1: once, nice, place, mice, space, trace, sticks, forest, black, rabbit, mitten, animal
Week 2: left, lost, fast, rest, just, next, much, happy, more, bear, warm, from

Week 3: oven, bake, take, gave, face, away, lake, finish, magic, catch, smell, yell

Week 4: Prepare for Drama Play

Writing



Like | mentioned in other subjects, the students overall abilities are improving at a great
pace and when we work on stories and sentences that kids should write independently,
and creatively, they manage to complete the tasks with increasingly less and less help
from me. The workbook is still useful in that it give a variety of topics to discuss and then
practice making sentences with. The true gold is when kids are writing their own stories
about what they did on the weekend, this usually requires a fair amount of assistance
though as they want to use vocabulary they are not familiar with.

The April schedule is as follows:

Week 1: P62 - 63

Week 2: P64 - 65

Week 3: Prepare for Drama Play

Week 4: Prepare for Drama Play

Conclusion

The closer we get to graduation the better the kid's English ability becomes, and it’s a sad
time to say goodbye just as they are getting so openly communicative because their
confidence with using the language is at its peak. | hope though, that they will take
everything they’ve learnt and continue to apply it to their daily lives while expanding on the
language’s use.

As usual | hope the update leaves parents feeling confident about all the students' current
progress and their future potential as well.

Teacher Iris and | are always open to suggestions though and willing to help with any
questions or concerns, so please don’t hesitate to ask. Thank you for taking the time to
read the February/ March Newsletter.

Regards,
Teacher Justin
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Regards,
Teacher Justin



