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Hello Parents,

It's May and this month we have the school play, which is on Friday May 16th. For that
reason, the first 2 weeks of this month are taken up by rehearsals for the school play. The
class did a great job with the last play and they are much more confident so | am sure
they will do even better this time. At the end of the month (May 29th) the school will have
Dragon Boat activities for the school. There will be lots of games for the kids in the
morning.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

For Reading Wonders' class we are reading one chapter a week and each chapter
contains a single sentence pattern for the kids to learn. This month we are starting Book
8. The stories continue to focus on 3 letter words like jet, get, bus, cab... but they have
also started to introduce words ending with ck, dock, quick... The class are doing well with
their phonics and have learnt how to read the ck words quite quickly.

On the Move focuses on vehicles and travelling and My USA is also about a boy taking a
trip, so there are lots of opportunities to discuss different types of vehicles, which the class
are quite enthusiastic about.

The stories in these books will help to develop the kids reading so if you want to practice
with your child at home, | would recommend the Reading Wonders books.

May

Week 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: On the Move

Week 4: My USA

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

The conversation class actually uses a grammar book with a limited amount of vocabulary
words for the kids to learn, so | will probably add my own topics or vocabulary to these
units so the kids can learn some extra words and cover important things like colors. As
you can see, May doesn’t really have any conversation classes due to the school’s special
events, but there’s still plenty of time for speaking practice in other classes.

May

Week 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school plays

Week 3: Review week

Week 4: Prepare for Reading Contest

Phonics

For Phonics, the class will be practising matching the sounds of different letters to pictures
that start with those sounds. This lesson is also an opportunity for the class to learn new
vocabulary from the pictures. The class are doing a good job on phonics with many
students being able to figure out the starting sounds of words quite well. For this
semester the kids are writing with crayons so their work in quite messy but it is improving.



For the last few months we have been looking at middle vowels in 3 letter words, and this
month we will finish the chapter on the letter o and then move onto a review unit. The
class have picked up vowel sounds very well and are able to sound out words and figure
out the letter quite accurately.  The class have also learnt a few other sounds like ck and
st, and overall, they are making excellent progress.

May

Week 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: Short o vowel review

Week 4: Short vowel review unit

Fine Motor Skills/Handwriting

For this class there is now only one book, which is a handwriting book. It’s relatively
small so | will be supplementing this with extra worksheets. We are still using crayons, so
its a bit difficult for the kids to write neatly. We will switch to pencils next semester. At the
moment | am focusing on making sure the kids hold the crayons correctly and write from
the top to the bottom and left to right.

Story Books

Since this is the first semester the class will be reading very simple books with only a
limited number of words and lots of repetition of sentence patterns. | hope parents can
encourage their children to look at the English books at home. The more they see English
words, the easier it will be to recognize and read words. The students will not learn to
read this semester, they will really only be able to memorise the sentences and learn to
associate them with the pictures. This is fine, the reading class is still very valuable in
terms of expanding vocabulary and developing pronunciation. They will learn to
recognise a lot of items like dogs, cats, apples, and practice saying complete sentences in
English. The class have been doing a good job with reading class, most students can
recognise the high frequency words like can, go, to, like, etc they have been learning and
this allows them to read at least some sentences by themselves. | usually start each
reading class with 5 to 10 minutes of review of the 3 letter words in the story and also
some of the high frequency words to help the kids read sentences by themselves.

May

Week 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: Max has a Fish

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Math

In the first month of MPM we will be practicing set theory, which is grouping items that are
similar in way, and spatial description — inside/outside and above/below. As well as
completing the exercises in the book, this is a good opportunity to give the students lots of
chances to practice using words like same and different. This semesters Big Book is
called Show and Tell. As well as being a math book it also provides some opportunities
for free talk and learning about new things, shopping and everyday items, in this case.
This month we are finishing book 3 and then starting book 4.

May

Week 1: Spatial Description

Week 2: Set theory — grouping similar items by color, shape, etc

Week 3: Set theory — grouping similar items by color, shape, etc

Week 4: Counting and matching numbers to items

Thematic Activity

Thematic classes are arts and crafts lessons. They might be coloring or making things
with clay. For the K3 classes the thematics will be kept quite simple and are another
opportunity for the kids to improve their hand to eye coordination. May’s theme will be...

Physical Education



We currently have PE on Tuesday afternoons. The school purchased some new
equipment for Children’s Day so we can try some new games like playing with a
parachute or tug of war. Recently, we have been doing relay races, which the class enjoy.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

May

Week 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: This Little Light of Mine

Week 4: This Little Light of Mine

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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May
Week 1: Prepare for school play
Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: On the Move
Week 4: My USA



Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)
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May

Week 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school plays

Week 3: Review week

Week 4: Prepare for Reading Contest

Phonics
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WeB(/ek 1: Prepare for school play
Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: Short o vowel review
Week 4: Short vowel review unit

Fine Motor Skills/Handwriting
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WeB(/ek 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: Max has a Fish
Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Math
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Week 1: Spatial Description
Week 2: Set theory — grouping similar items by color, shape, etc




Week 3: Set theory — grouping similar items by color, shape, etc
Week 4: Counting and matching numbers to items

Thematic Activity
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Physical Education
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May

Week 1: Prepare for school play

Week 2: Prepare for school play

Week 3: This Little Light of Mine
Week 4: This Little Light of Mine

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin



