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Hello Parents,

This month we will focus on rehearsing the play and you will see that a large part of the
schedule has been replaced with rehearsal time. We started at the end of October and
the kids have done a good job already. This is the third play so each student will have
multiple individual lines to say. Generally the students do not need as much rehearsal time
as is on the schedule and | don’t want them to get bored with the play, so we will look at
other things like worksheets with some of that time.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

This class is mostly rehearsal time for November. Once the play is finished we will resume
Reading Wonders. We are finally moving on to some new material. The story is called
Go Pip! Its one of the more interesting stories in the books this semester. A squirrel goes
around a city and see various places. The kids like it and there’s a lot to discuss and
explain.

November

Week 1: Prepare for School Play
Week 2: Prepare for School Play
Week 3: Prepare for School Play
Week 4: Go Pip!

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

This months grammar classes will look at contractions — he’s, she’s, etc and then move
onto He/She is/isn’t. This chapter is a good opportunity to review adjectives, so we can
also do some of that. There is quite a lot of writing, but I do make time to discuss each
grammar concept/rule with the class before we do the work. I think the class have a good
understanding of it for their age.

For the second half of November we will go back to the grammar book and continue
looking at is/are. The kids have done quite a good job with this work. Although they
rarely use it corrently in their own speech, most students can answer questions about
which one to use and when we use them

November

Week 1: Prepare for School Play
Week 2: Prepare for School Play
Week 3: isn’t/aren’t

Week 4: is/are + questions
Phonics

Phonics class follows the normal schedule this month. This month we will look at vowel
sounds in the middle of words. e.g the a in the middle of fan or the e in the middle of ten.
This is really for good for the kids to practice as many students struggle to differentiate a



and e and o and u and other students drop the vowels with longer words — fll instead of
full. Since we have more time than we need for rehearsal, | hope we can spend some
extra time on it.

November

Week 1: Review pages

Week 2: Review pages (middle vowel sounds )
Week 3: Blending sounds (ag, ap, am, etc.)
Week 4: Blending sounds (ag, ap, am, etc.)

Hand Writing Book

The writing book has the class trace and then write freehand. Each page has a single
letter or a group of similar letters, such as circular letters like e, b, d. For this class | focus
on correct pen strokes and making sure they write down rather than up. The class are
making steady progress with their handwriting and they are getting better at writing in
small places.

Spelling Class

Although most of the spelling lessons have been replaced, we don't actually need that
much time for rehearsal so we will still use some of these classes for spelling review and
maybe review silent e words again.

November

Week 1: Prepare for School Play
Week 2: Prepare for School Play
Week 3: Prepare for School Play
Week 4: egg, off, mitt, kiss, buzz

Reading Class

The story books for K4 are a bit longer than K3 books, but not too much more difficult.
They have more varied vocabulary and some longer words but | don’t think the class will
have too much difficulty with the stories. As well as reading the books we also practice
sounding out or memorizing some of the words from the stories before we start reading
and review some of the consonant blends in the book like sh and br. As well as reading in
groups | also ask each student to read a sentence individually.

November

Week 1: Prepare for School Play
Week 2: Prepare for School Play
Week 3: Prepare for School Play
Week 4: Bake, Mice, Bake

Math

MPM is quite similar to K3, there is not a huge jump in difficulty and the class have done
well with the work since starting K4. We will start with counting and then move onto
properties. This is basically matching objects to a color or some other property such a
shape they are holding. For the 3rd week we will look at spatial description. This is
left/right and above below. These units five the class a good opportunity to have some
extra speaking practice. We also learned the song hoky-poky in song class so the kids
have some familiarity with left/right now.

November

Week 1: Review

Week 2: Counting + Properties

Week 3: Spatial Description (Left+Right)
Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Thematic Activity



Thematic classes are arts and crafts lessons. They might be coloring or making things
with clay. Now that we are in K4 the class are doing more cutting and they are able to be
more independent and do more complex tasks than in K3.  November’s theme will be...

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or car races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

November

Week 1: Itsy Bitsy Spider

Week 2: Whole World in our Hands
Week 3: Whole World in our Hands
Week 4: Rehearsal for School Play

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Teacher Kevin



