Whale Class Newsletter
August/September 2026

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the K5 class! My name is Teacher Greg, and | am excited to be taking over as
the new teacher for the Whale Class moving forward.

| have been teaching at Marshall School for three years. Most recently, | taught the
Elephant Class, who just graduated and moved on to elementary school. Many of those
students still attend our ESL program, where | also teach. | am thrilled to spend the
upcoming school year with your children in the Whale Class, and | look forward to a fun
and rewarding year together!

This is the newsletter for August and September, where you will find information on our
upcoming schedule, classes, and materials. | hope you find the information useful and |
look forward to any contributions that you may have.

Reading

Our reading class has a new book each week for the students to enjoy. The books are full
of fun and colourful pictures to keep the students engaged. We have the students sitting in
a semi-circle, finger on the book, following the words and repeating together after the
teacher. Once the students are familiar with the routine and process, we will start having
the students reading one at a time as well as group reading. It would be very beneficial to
have the children practice their reading by listening to the recordings and following their
books at home to continue building on word recognition and the rhythms of the texts.

AUGUST

Week 1: A Pig, A Fox and a Box

Week 2: A Pig, A Fox and Stinky Socks
Week 3: Tiger is a Scaredy Cat

Week 4: Whose Feet

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Two Crazy Pigs

Week 2: Snowball Soup

Week 3: Just a Special Day

Week 4: Just a Little Bit of Love

Week 5: Just a Teacher’s Pet



Core Material

For core material class, the students are learning the foundation and necessities of
English for the appropriate level through interesting stories and activities. The Wonders
series provides a variety of reading materials that require the students to respond and
develop their answers to comprehension questions.

AUGUST

Week 1: Shared Read: Good Job, Ben!

Week 2: Shared Read: Good Job, Ben!

Week 3: Anchor Text: The Red Hat

Week 4: Paired Selection: Firefighters at Work
Week 5: Shared Read: Cubs in a Hut

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Shared Read: Cubs in a Hut

Week 2: Anchor Text: The Pig, The Wolf, and the Mud
Week 3: Paired Selection: Homes Around the World
Week 4: Shared Read: The Best Spot

Math

Our math class involves many different topics, covering a wide range of activities and
developing hand dexterity. This can range from simple number counting, to problem
solving and patterns in a progressive and sequential manner.

Grammar

We will move on from Grammar Space 1 to Grammar Space 2 and 3 in K5. Kids will
review some of the basic grammar points as well as learning new ones in the similar
manner as the first book. The accompany workbook is now used as homework assignment
to further reinforce the class work.

AUGUST

Week 1: a/an/the

Week 2: plural nouns

Week 3: singular plural + | want
Week 4: review

Week 5: be verb

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Countable/Uncountable Nouns

Week 2: | am/l am not...

Week 3: Are/ls questions

Week 4: There is/There are + singular and plural nouns
Phonics

We will continue using the Sadler Phonics books in K5, which has many fun and colorful
activities to engage the students and complete. This book will encompass many different
aspects from vowels, syllables, picture recognition and eventually phonics sounds and
uses to practice and apply in writing.

AUGUST
Week 1: Consonants — inital, final and medial (camel, camel, camel,)



Week 2: Review and Assessment

Week 3: Short vowels

Week 4: Short vowels + rhyming words

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Short vowels (reading and writing words)

Week 2: Review and Assessment

Week 3: Sentence writing and gap fills/reading comprehension
Week 4: Short vowels

Week 5: Long vowels

Writing

Kids in K5 will be using the Write Now! Book. They will start each unit with exercises that
helps them collect writing ideas and construct basic sentences. The book will guide the
students to combine those ideas and sentences together into a short, complete writing.

AUGUST

Week 1: My Family and Friends
Week 2: My Family and Friends
Week 3: My Family and Friends
Week 4: My Family and Friends
Week 5: My Crazy Sandwich
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: My Crazy Sandwich
Week 2: My Crazy Sandwich
Week 3: My Crazy Sandwich
Week 4: Zoom Boy

Thematic Activity

Thematic class is a fun and exciting class that changes in theme and topic each month,
generally following significant calendar events. The students will be making, coloring,
gluing and constructing many different projects in the class to take home to families.

The theme for the month of August is travel and transportations. The theme for the month
of September is sports and mid-autumn festival.

Song and Dance

Song and Dance is the first class we do each day, beginning the day with high energy and
lots of movement and fun. The students have a vast array of songs to learn through the
curriculum as well as appropriate songs to be chosen by the teacher. This includes finding
and practicing songs suitable for use in drama and other activities.

AUGUST

Week 1: | Have a Car

Week 2: | Have a Car

Week 3: | Have a Car

Week 4: The Ants Go Marching
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: The Lion Sleeps Tonight

Week 2: The Lion Sleeps Tonight



Week 3: The Lion Sleeps Tonight

Week 4: Riding On a Train
Week 5: Riding On a Train
Spelling

This year the class will begin having a basic spelling class twice a week to introduce some
common words that have been read in the texts. It would be great if the students could
practice these at home and reinforce what they have learned in class. The class is now
going to progress into writing the spelling words in sentences and | have included them in
the weekly newsletter so that they are easily seen for practice.

AUGUST

Week 1: vet, pet, red, yet, well, help, dress, head, smell, bread, peck

Week 2: big, trip, this, drill, fill, will, sniff, lick, quick, stop, block, cross

Week 3: job, lot, town, hop, down, new, use, there, fire, play, again, bell

Week 4: jump, truck, lunch, fast, flash, car, away, spray, wait, out, come, loud

Week 5: stack, stick, stuff, snug, duck, tuck, mud, hut, buzz, rug, fun, cub

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: said, very, good, tell, plan, fill, fix, move, they, with, drip, dry

Week 2: mess, toss, huff, puff, wolf, yell, fell, brick, off, kick, back, yuck

Week 3: you, look, cool, keep, three, home, ice, use, could, build, place, people

Week 4: plant, yum, went, trunk, skunk, nest, twig, dusk, best, rest, grass,
forest

Library/Storybook

Once a week we will go to the library, where | will help them choose a book each to read
and some can be taken to the classroom and home. Any spare time is spent with story-
time reading of a wonderful book and a little Q&A for comprehension.

| hope you enjoyed this monthly newsletter and please do keep in touch with any
questions, comments or concerns in the communication books.
Thank you for reading!

Many thanks,
Tr. Greg
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